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K-12 Social Studies Common Vocabulary 

Kinder First Second Third Fourth 
day 
job 
map 
rules 
sharing 
family 
home 
school 
community 

culture: (family tradition) 
daily life 
holiday 
honesty 
map key 
map legend 
respect 
neighborhood 
roles (family, school, community) 

cardinal direction 
citizen 
town 
city 
village 
consequences 
disagreement 
freedom 
individual 
leader 
majority 
responsibility 
symbol 
volunteer 
basic needs (vs. wants) 
timeline (past, present, future) 

authority 
candidate 
community service 
conflict resolution 
election 
landforms 
local 
region 
tolerance 
trust 
accountability 

Agriculture 
Customs 
Exploration 
Government 
History 
Homesteading 
Native American (indigenous) 
Natural resources 
Navigation 
Statehood 
territory 
state 
culture 
location 
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Fifth Sixth Seventh Eighth 
Alliance 
branches of government 
compromise 
colonization 
era 
law 
nation/country 
national symbol 
patriotism 
representation 
resistance 
revolution 
society 
constitution 
westward expansion 
war 

adaptation 
allegiance 
citizenship (responsibility, conduct) 
debate 
diversity 
economy 
ecosystems 
ethics 
meridians 
multicultural 
physical geography 
prejudice 
scale 
standard of living 
latitude/longitude 
location 
place 
human interaction/environment 
movement 
region 

Agrarian society 
Ancient history 
Anthropology 
Archaeology 
Artifacts 
Calendar time (B.C., A.D., C.E.) 
Civilization 
Class system 
Classical civilization 
Culture (learned behavior) 
Democracy 
Economic systems (import, export, 
trade, barter) 
Empire 
Societal evolution 
Monarchy 
Mythology 
Philosophy 
Political geography 
Pre-history 
Primary sources 
Property/ownership 
Religion (types and purpose) 
Republic 
society 

Amend 
Annexation 
Capitalism 
Checks and balances 
Civil disobedience 
Civil rights 
Constitution 
Discrimination (oppression, 
persecution, racism) 
Dissent 
Executive system 
Industrialization 
Judicial system 
Legislative system 
Liberty 
Limited government 
Migration 
(immigration/emigration) 
Native American displacement 
Politics 
Precedent 
Puritanism 
Slavery 
Taxes/tariff 
treaty 
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Tenth 
K-12 Social Studies Common Vocabulary 

Eleventh Alaska Studies Government 
Alliance 
Anti-Semitism 
Apartheid 
Communism 
Conventional warfare 
Dictatorship 
Economics (supply, 
demand, management) 
Enlightenment 
Ethnicity 
Fascism 
Feudalism 
Genocide 
Ideology 
Imperialism 
Industry 
Nationalism 
Reformation 
Renaissance 
Socialism 
Sovereignty 
Supremacy 
totalitarianism 

Affirmative action 
American dream 
Amnesty 
Baby boom 
Civil Rights Movement 
Civil war 
Cold War 
Cultural diversity 
Diplomacy 
Emancipation 
Eminent domain 
Entrepreneur 
Federalism 
Human rights 
Inflation 
Isolationism 
Labor movements 
Middle class 
Neutrality 
Partisanship 
Propaganda 
Repression 
Secession 
Segregation/desegregation 
Stock market 
suffrage 

Borough 
County 
Conservation 
Corporation 
Kinship 
Land management 
Matriarchal 
Migration patterns 
Native culture 
Patriarchal 
Physical geography 
Preservation 
Self-determination 
Subsistence 
Territorial government 

Anarchy 
Divine right 
Due process 
Election process 
Executive powers 
Foreign policy 
Economics 
Inalienable rights 
Judicial review 
Lawmaking process 
Legislative oversight 
Minority rights 
Natural law 
Partisan politics 
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