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4f:  Showing Professionalism

	Time 
	Description of Topic, Intended Outcomes, and Suggested Presentation Strategies
	Resources and Notes

	Introduction of the Component
	The attributes and skills of this component are very personal, and connect to the reasons individuals choose the profession of educator.  After reading the Framework pages on this component, have a small-group, or staff-wide conversation about how this component influences student learning and the well-being of the school at very organic levels.  
Possible discussion questions:

· When the individuals within the school are highly professional as described as Proficient or Distinguished, what are some of the overall results for both students and staff?

· What effects would it have on student learning, and staff well being, if even a few teachers were unsatisfactory or basic in the Elements of Component 4f, Showing Professionalism?  
	FFT pp. 106-108

	Broaden Understanding
	Examine the Issues:

The teaching profession is under intensive scrutiny regarding teacher performance, the relationship between teaching practices and student achievement, and the status of teaching as a “profession.”  Much of that examination is by individuals and groups who may lack a comprehensive understanding of the skills, values, beliefs and standards of integrity that are essential to do the job of teaching.  Read the Essay by Diane Ravitch on the Professionalism of Teaching as a staff.  Find other articles and books that may provoke dialogue about the current issues regarding teaching.  

Possible discussion questions:

· How can you contribute to a culture within the school in which high ethical standards of conduct are the norm?
· Describe a situation that presented an ethical dilemma for you.  Reflecting on that situation and using your knowledge of component 4f, what would you have done differently?
· What are some ways you can contribute to a culture of service to students in your school?
	Essay by Ravitch,Strengthen Teacher Quality: A Brief History of Teacher Professionalism

An internet search of the terms: teaching professionalism and professional ethics in education will yield many options.


	Extending Understanding and Applying Concepts
	As a school team, make a 5 – 10 minute presentation to a non-educator group (parent group, school board, community or church group) to educate them about the complexity and importance of teaching, Include the importance of each domain.  
Help those groups experience the point of view of the teacher, keeping the presentation both positive and informative.
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