KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
RESOLUTION 09-10-2

SUPPORT FOR STATE FUNDING FOR SCHOOL MEALS

Pursuant to the filing of Senate Bill No. 213, “An Act providing for funding for school lunch and
breakfast”, the Board of Education of the Kenai Peninsula Borough School District at a meeting held at
Soldotna, Alaska on February 1, 2010, proposed the following resolution:

WHEREAS, according to data from the 2006 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System
(BRFSS), 15% of Alaskan children experienced food insecurity, compared with 11% of Alaskan adults,
meaning they don’t have access at all times to enough food for a healthy active life; this problem is more
severe in rural Alaska, where nearly one child in four experienced food insecurity; and

WHEREAS, insufficient nufrition puts children at risk for illness and weakens their immune
system. In comparison to food secure children, children from food insecure families are 90% more likely
to be in fair or poor health and have 30% higher rates of hospitalization; and

WHEREAS, the lack of adequate nutrition affects the cognitive and behavioral development of
children. Food insecurity is associated with grade repetition, absenteeism, tardiness, anxiety, aggression,
poor mathematics scores, psycho-social dysfunction and difficulty with social interaction among 6 to 12
year old children; and

WHEREAS, food insecurity puts children in development in jeopardy, characterized by
challenges with speaking, behavior, and movement; increasing the likelihood of later problems with
attention, learning, and social interaction. Young children living in low income and food insecure
households are more likely to be developmentally at risk than children from food secure households; and

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) lunch and breakfast programs
exist as the base support for nutrition to children through the school meal programs, most notably the
National School Lunch Program and the National School Breakfast Program; and

WHEREAS, the National School Breakfast Program decreases food insecurity in children by
providing five healthy meals a week. In Alaska schools 40% of students qualify for free/reduced school
meals, over 45,000 students; of these, 15% do not attend schools that offer a breakfast program — that’s
approximately 7,000 missed meals each day; and

WHEREAS, 104 out of 406 schools in 46 districts in Alaska did not sponsor/offer the federal
School Breakfast Program in the 2008-2009 school year; and

WHEREAS, Alaskan schools primarily do not sponsor National School Breakfast Programs
because it is not economically feasible. While USDA funding support per meal for Alaska school
breakfasts if 43% greater than support for school breakfasts in the contiguous states, funding levels are
still not sufficient for many Alaska school meal sponsors to sustain or enhance nutrition services to
students; and



WHEREAS, 29 states do take responsibility for assisting federally supported school meal
programs for success in the classroom and relief from food security;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Kenai Peninsula Borough School District supports an
adequate financial appropriation from the state to strengthen and expand the National School Lunch and
Breakfast Program in Alaska, so that school breakfast programs and sustainable lunch may be available to

all children at all schools throughout the state, including low income children and children with food
insecurity. No child in Alaska should go without breakfast.
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Joe Arness, President

Kenai Peninsula Borough School District
 Board of Education

ATTEST: X 5 7 de/fu,c-&z

Sally Tachick
Notary Public, State of Alaska
My Commission Expires 07/25/2013
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