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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 
Attached is the renewal application for Aurora Borealis Charter School. 
 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE RECOMMENDATION 

 
It is the administrative recommendation that this application be renewed. 
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AURORA BOREALIS CHARTER SCHOOL 

705 hontaze Rd.. SuircA 
Kron, A K  99611 

Piroi,c: 907.2834292 
Fax: 907.283-0391 

September 1,201 1 

Kenai Peninsula Borough School District 
Chaiter School Ovcrsight Committee 

Dear Committee Members: 

Enclosed is the contract renewal package for Aurora Borealis Chaiter School. This 
is the 15" year of operation for Aurora Borealis. Our Charter, which is included in 
this package, is the same as was submitted for the last five year renewal period. 
We feel that we have achieved the goals outlined in our contract wilh the Kenai 
Peninsula Borough School District, and perhaps more importantly, we feel that we 
are providing a valuable service to the community in the form of high quality K - 8 
education that prepares students for high school and beyond. 

Sincerely, 

Scott Coffman 
Chair, Academic Policy Committee 

Administrator 



AURORA BOREALIS CHARTER SCHOOL 

705 Froiitage Rd.. SuirrA 
Kenai. AK 9961 1 

I'lmne: 907-283.0292 
Far: 907-283.0293 

Dear Charter School Principals & Oversight Committee Members, 

The binder that you are about to review contains the Reapplication Template &rections at 
the beginning of each section. This is placed in the binder to facilitate your review. These 
pages will be removed prior to being sent to the state. 

The contract between the district and Aurora Borealis Charter School is a draft and may 
change slightly. It is a reproduction of the current contract with dates changed. 

The remainder of the binder is much the same as the renewal that ABCS submitted in 2006. 

It is our hope that this document will assist you in reducing the time and effort required to 
produce the required documentation for your reapplication. 

Administrator 



EDUCAT 
8( EARLY DEVELOPMENT ---"---"------- 

Charter School 
Rating Template 

for 

Aurora Borealis Charter School 

Alaska Department of Education & Early Development 
801 W 10" Street, Suite 200 

P.O. Box 110500 
Juneau, AK 99811-0500 



Rating Template for Application 

This Rating Template is a guideline of criteria to be addressed in an application for a charter. 
Please see the directions included in the application for Inore information. 

Upon receipt of an application to operate a charter school, the Department's Charter School 
Technical Review Team will evaluate the application using this Rating Template. The team will 
identify any deficiencies in the application and determine if any modifications or additional 
information are necessary. Once the Technical Review Team deems that the application is 
acceptable, it will be sent to the State Board of Education for approval. 

The rating template is in a scoring guide format and will be used by the EED Charter School 
Technical Review Team to evaluate applications received. Each item on the rating template 
correspoilds to one of the fifteen criteria in the application. 

The charter school will need to properly address the question(s) under each criterion. For 
instance, number "1 ." concerns the "Academic Policy Co~nmittee". There are two questions in 
this section that need to be addressed. Under the question in each section are guidelines 
regarding "what the reviewers will look for." followed by "suggested sources of evidence". 
These two review guidelines should assist the charter school in properly submittiilg what the 
technical review team and State Board want in the review process. If a question in one of the 
criteria is not applicable, please write that in your application. For example, if this is a first 
application (a new charter school), the shaded NIA check boxes indicate the question may not 
apply, but be addressed with comments for future plans to deal with the specific issue. 

The application should not leate to the reader any responsibility for deciphering the explanation 
or interpreting the evidence presented. Successful applicants will also identify weaknesses, as 
well as strengths, and will explain why the weaknesses do not outweigh the school's strengths. 
The application and rating template is a response to questions about the school's performance 
and to questions about the school's future. In conclusion, the charter school's application should 
be looked upon ravorably by the State Board of Education and Early Development if the fifteen 
criteria are adequately addressed. 



Timeline: 
(a) An &charter application (after local school board approval) for a new or conversion 
school may not be submitted to the Department of Education & Early Development sooner than 
twelve (12) months prior to the start-up of the school. 
(b) An existing charter school cannot apply for reapplication to the state sooner than twelve (12) 
months before the expiration date of their charter. 
(c) The completed application materials shall be presented to the school board: which will 
then forward the application to the Alaska Department of Education & Early Development's 
charter school program manager as required by AS 14.03.250(c). 
(d) Mail to: 

Alaska Department of Education & Early Development 
Attn: Charter School Program Manager 
801 W. loth Street, Suite 200 
P.O. Box 110500 
Juneau, Alaska 9981 1-0500 

(e) 4 AAC 33.1 10(g) states: "No later than 20 working days after a local school board's decision 
to approve or deny an application for a charter school, the locai school board shall maii to the 
Department of Education & Early Development the application and the decision, including the 
supporting documents required by (a) of this section, and the minutes of the local school board 
meeting at which the charter school was approved or denied.. .." 
(f) The completed application must be in the hands of the charter school program manager 
later than 90 davs before the next regular scheduled meeting of the State Board of Education & 
Early Development. See schedule at: www.eed.skate.ak.uslStateeBoard/ 

Required Format: 
1. Not more than 200 pages single-sided, unbound in 12 point font. 
2. ALL pages numbered in consecutive order (i.e. I ,  2,3, . . .200). 
3. A table of contents. 
4. Follow in numerical order the numbered headings of the application. 
5. ALL numbered headings and subheadings must be addressed. 

A~plication will not be read if anv of the above five requirements are not met. 



Charter Schools Application 

Name of Charter School: Aurora Borealis Charter School 

Date of Application: November 7,201 1 

District: Kenai Peninsula Borough School District 

School Contact: Larry Nauta 

Phone Number: (907) 283-0292 

E-Mail Address: d 



GharQer Schools 
Rating Template 

A= Adequate 
IA= Inadequate 
N/A= Not Applicable 

Name of Charter School: 
Date of Application and Rating Template: 
District: 
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(a) Is the school implementi 
well-conceived plan to ensure 
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all students, for all facilities, 
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child's performance and 



I RATING I COMMENTS 

provision for random drawing for enrolln~ent 
when applicants exceed the school's 

. . 
vacancies that may occur mid year? 



obligations of the administration 
' I providing for the control and 



i~npie~nent indirect costs 
If so, what services are provided 

financial plan to ensure the 
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(a) Does the school present a clear 
and detailed plan for 
maintaining the present site or, 

ddresses teacher to student 



uonitor curriculum 



the charier school subject to all 



Table of Contents 

1. Academic Policy Committee 
2. Law Provisions 
3. Education Progranls 
4. Program Achievement 
5. Admissions Procedures 
6. Alternative Options 
7. Administrative Policies 
8. Funding Allocation 
9. Fiscal Solvency 
10. Facility Plans 
1 1. Teacher to Student Ratio 
12. Enrollment 
13. Teaching Method/Curriculum 
14. Collective Bargaining 
15. Contract Termination 
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