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Essential Question
How can information you post on the Internet affect 
your future opportunities?

Lesson Overview
Students learn that everything they or anyone else posts about them 

online becomes part of a public online presence known as a digital 

footprint. Using the Admissions Packet Student Handout, they 

view elements of two students’ digital footprints and consider how the 

footprints might affect those students’ admission to college. Students 

then discuss what kinds of information they would want included in 

their own digital footprints, and learn strategies for shaping a positive 

online presence. 

Learning Objectives
Students will be able to ...
��learn that they have a public presence online called a  

digital footprint.

��recognize that any information they post online can help or  

hurt their image and future opportunities, including their chances 

for college admission or employment.

��consider how to present an authentic and positive image of 

themselves online.

Estimated time: 45 minutes

Standards Alignment –

Common Core: 

grades 9-10: RI.1, RI.2, RI.3, 

RI.4, RI.8, RI.10, W.2a, W.2b, 

W.2c, W.2d, W.2e, W.2f, W.4, 

W.5, W.6, W.10, SL.1a, SL.1b, 

SL.1c, SL.1d, SL.3, SL.4, SL.5, 

L.4a, L.6

grades 10-11: RL.1, RL2, RL.4, 

RL.7, RL.8, RL.10, RI.1, RI.2, 

RI.4, RI.10, W.2a, W.2b, W.2c, 

W.2d, W.2e, W.2f, W.4, W.5, 

W.6, W.10, SL.1a, SL.1b, SL.1c, 

SL.1d, SL.2, SL.3, SL.4, SL.5, 

L.4a, L.6

1(76�6� 1d, 2a, 2d, 3b, 3d,  

4a-c, 5a-c

Key Vocabulary –

digital footprint: all of  

the information about a person 

that can be found online

admission: to let in or to be 

given entrance

candidate: someone seeking 

entrance to a school or 

placement in a job, usually 

competing with others for  

the position

Materials and Preparation
��  Preview the video, “Abbas’s Story – Pride in Your Digital  

Footprint,” and prepare to show it to students.

��Preview the Admissions Packet Student Handout –  Teacher                                                                     
Version.

��Copy the Admissions Packet Student Handout, one for each student. 

��Prepare a list of search results for a celebrity or other well-known person  

in a form that all students can see, perhaps on an interactive white board  

or overhead projector. 

Family Resources
��Send home the Privacy and Digital Footprints Family Tip Sheet (High School).
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     introduction

Warm-up (10 minutes)

DEFINE the Key Vocabulary term digital footprint.

DISCUSS with students how the information in a digital footprint becomes public by being copied and passed on 

so that it can be searched and viewed by a large, invisible audience. Also discuss the fact that the information in a 

digital footprint is often permanently online, because it is archived in a variety of ways and passed on by others.

  SHOW students the video, “Abbas’s Story – Pride in Your Digital Footprint.”

ASK:

What were some of the messages that stood 
out to you in this video? Can you relate to 
Abbas? Why or why not?

Students’ answers will vary.

Abbas says that he thinks colleges would 
actually “kind of like his Facebook page.” 
What examples does Abbas give about how 
he has created a positive digital footprint 
for himself?

Sample responses:

�� He posts a lot of pictures with his family, which shows 

that he’s really active with his family members.

�� A lot of the statuses he puts up are connected to the 

volunteer work that he does at a community 

organization for youth.

�� He posts music that he creates, which shows people his 

talent and that he’s pursuing his interests. 

Do you think you should judge someone 
solely based on what you find about them 
online? Why or why not?

Students should recognize that someone’s online presence 

might include things that were intended to be private, or 

inaccurate information posted by someone else. It could  

even include information about another person with the same 

name. Therefore, it may not give a complete or balanced 

picture of the person.

SHARE with students that they will be exploring how information they post today could affect themselves and 

others in the future – for better and for worse. Point out that this online material may affect them as they apply  

to college or think about future jobs and opportunities. Encourage students to consider that they have the ability 

to shape their online profile so that it presents an image they can be proud of.

         teach 1

Review College Applications (15 minutes)

DEFINE the Key Vocabulary terms admission and candidate.

ARRANGE students in groups of two to three and distribute the Admissions Packet Student Handout, one 

for each group.
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EXPLAIN to students they will be role-playing college admissions officers, the people who decide which candidates 

should be admitted to a college. Tell them that two high school seniors, Markus and Tommy, have applied for 

admission to college. Their applications include their grades, test scores, and a personal essay. The problem is 

that the college only has room for one of them. The admissions officers decide to gather information from each 

candidate’s digital footprint to help make their decision.

Note: Your students will likely have a variety of paths in their futures. You may wish to emphasize that many of the 

same factors that affect their college admissions would also apply to getting a job or getting into a training program.

INSTRUCT students to work as a group to read and fill out their handouts.

         teach 2

Select a Candidate (15 minutes)

INVITE a volunteer from each group to explain which applicant they chose to admit, and why. Refer to the 

Admissions Packet Student Handout – Teacher Version for guidance on leading the discussion.

ENCOURAGE students to further probe their choices by using these follow-up questions.

ASK:

Why did you not choose the other 
candidate? Is there additional information 
about this candidate that could have  
made you want to choose him?

Sample responses:

��Markus did not get in because he did not seem that interesting. 

He also seemed a little unmotivated. (Maybe it would make 

a difference if Markus had a stronger online presence that 

showed he was interested in things other than sports.)

��We did not select Tommy because we thought he was fake or 

insincere. (Maybe it would make a difference if you knew 

that the exchange between Tommy and his friend Maggie 

was a private joke. Maybe Maggie is also trying to get in  

to the same college as Tommy, and writes joke messages to 

make him seem insincere.)

Do you think the comments by JJ and 
Maggie had a positive or negative effect on 
their friends’ chances for college? Do you 
think this is what they intended when they 
wrote the comments? 

Students should recognize that these comments revealed 

private information about Markus and Tommy, and also 

emphasized negative rather than positive qualities. You might 

ask students to comment on JJ and Maggie’s motivations.

Do you think this is a good way for a real 
admissions officer to make a final choice? 
Why or why not?

Students should understand that while admissions officers, 

prospective employers, and the like sometimes do look at 

online profiles, this may not be the best or fairest way to 

assess someone. The material that appears online may not 

present a full or accurate picture of a person and of his or  

her personality and achievements.
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Do you think teens share too much 
information about themselves or about 
others online? Why or why not? 

Students will have differing opinions, but they should 

recognize the importance of carefully considering what  

they contribute to their digital footprints, and to the digital 

footprints of others.

        closing

Wrap-up (5 minutes)

You can use these questions to assess your students’ understanding of the lesson objectives. You may want to ask 

students to reflect in writing on one of the questions, using a journal or an online blog/wiki.

ASK:

How is a digital footprint created?  
Why does the information in a digital 
footprint often become public, and why  
is it permanent?

Students should know that a digital footprint is all the 

information online about a person either posted by that 

person or others. The information in it can become public 

because it can be searched, copied, and passed on so that  

it plays to a large invisible audience. It can be difficult or 

impossible to remove, and it therefore becomes a permanent 

part of their online image.

What types of online information would 
help present the most positive image of 
you? 

Students should realize that their reputation may be enhanced 

by information on interests and activities, opinions, and material 

giving a consistent picture of oneself.

What are some of the larger ethical 
implications of sharing information online 
about others?

Guide students to reflect on how people can influence the 

digital footprints of others — for better or for worse — and 

how it is therefore the responsibility of a good digital citizen 

to be mindful of what they post about others.

 

Extension Activity
Have students pretend that they are high school college counselors. Ask them to write a formal letter to their 

high school students, who are prospective college applicants, about the importance of a positive digital footprint.  

As college counselors, they should give concrete tips and examples for curating a positive online presence, as well 

as caution about the possible consequences of a negative digital footprint.

At-Home Activity
Have students to consider what their own lives might be like five years from now by creating two results from an 

imaginary online search. Results should contain a title, a date, and a short description of what is in the result. 

For example,
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Jonathan P. Garcia exhibit at The Art Institute of Chicago 

March 4, 2016 ... A fresh new exhibit from photographer Jonathan Garcia. Garcia’s work will move you, 

enlighten you, and educate you about the history of Chicago neighborhoods.

Jonathan P. Garcia – Web design workshop 

April 15, 2016 ... Enroll in tech guru Jonathan Garcia’s Web design and programming workshop for  

teens ages 14 to 18. Enrollees will design a virtual reality webpage.

Jonathan P. Garcia’s Blog 
July 30, 2016 ... I’ve got only two more months to go in my Peace Corps service, and it looks like we’re 

going to finish the water-filtration project before I go home. Check out my latest pics.

Encourage students to invite a parent or other family member to help them strategize what they can do now to 

start creating a positive online presence.
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Directions
You are college admissions officers who must decide which of two college applicants to admit. The 
admissions committee has already determined that the candidates, Markus and Tommy, are equally 
desirable based on their grades, test scores, and personal essays. The officers also have the following 
information from an online search of each candidate. 

Review the material below. Then fill out the Feedback Form and make your final choice.

Document #: 1 of 2 
Title: Markus’s Blog 
Description: Post from his blog, “Sports Spots: Reviews of neighborhood courts and fields.” 
Who can see it? Anyone 

Review of Betts Park

7HHQV�ORYH�LW��SDUHQWV�GRQ·W��%HWWV�3DUN�ERDVWV�IRXU�EDVHEDOO�GLDPRQGV��D�
VRFFHU�ILHOG��DQG�IRXU�WHQQLV�FRXUWV��,W·V�DQ�DIWHU�VFKRRO�PHFFD�IRU�NLGV�IURP�
&HQWUDO�DQG�+LJKODQG�+LJK�6FKRROV�IRU�EDVHEDOO��VRFFHU��RU�JRRILQJ�RII��7KH�
ILHOGV�DUH�LQ�DPD]LQJO\�JRRG�FRQGLWLRQ��ZLWK�JUHHQ�JUDVV�FXW�FORVH�DQG�ZHOO�
ZDWHUHG��%XW�VSHFWDWRUV�EHZDUH��7KHUH�LV�QR�URRP�IRU�SHRSOH�WR�VLW��3DUN�
RSHUDWRUV�VD\�WKH�QH[W�VWHS�LV�WR�LQVWDOO�EOHDFKHUV�DQG�FRQFHVVLRQV�WUXFNV�� 
)RU�QRZ��WKRXJK��IDQV�DUH�IRUFHG�WR�VLW�RQ�WKHLU�FRDWV�RU�«�72�67$1'�

3KRWRV��0DWW�UH[�SXEOLF�GRPDLQ�LPDJH��� 
85/�KWWS���FRPPRQV�ZLNLPHGLD�RUJ�ZLNL�)LOH�%HWWV�MSJ

leave a comment >>

Sports Spots 
Reviews of 
neighborhood courts 
and fields

WELCOME
� $ERXW
 FAQ
 Newsletter

RESOURCES
� 0RUH�UHYLHZV

 

7KXUVGD\��1RYHPEHU���������

�

Online Documents about Markus Sanders
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Document #: 2 of 2 
Description: Screenshot of Markus’s MyBook entry taken yesterday 
Who can see it? Markus’s friends
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Document #: 1 of 2 
Description: Hiffland High Gazette article, from when Tommy was a freshman 

Hiffland High Gazette

Freshman Starts His Own Nonprofit to Serve Kids with Learning Differences 
0RQGD\��0DUFK�����������_���KWWS�ZZZ�KLIIODQGJD]HWWH�RUJ����

&+,&$*2�²�)UHVKPDQ�7RPP\�:LOOLDPV�LV�VWDUWLQJ�KLJK�VFKRRO�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�IRRW��-XVW�EHIRUH�HQWHULQJ�
+LIIODQG��7RPP\�IRXQGHG�D�QRQSURILW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LQ�&KLFDJR�FDOOHG�0DNLQJ�'LIIHUHQW�6SHFLDO��7KH�
QRQSURILW�RIIHUV�VXSSRUW�JURXSV�DQG�WXWRULQJ�VHUYLFHV�WR�HOHPHQWDU\�DQG�PLGGOH�VFKRRO�NLGV�ZLWK�
OHDUQLQJ�GLIIHUHQFHV�OLNH�G\VOH[LD��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�7RPP\·V�PRP��D�SK\VLFLDQ�DW�&KHVWQXW�/DNH�+RVSLWDO��
7RPP\�KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�D�OHDGHU��´:KHQ�7RPP\�ZDV�OLWWOH��KH�ZDV�VHOOLQJ�OHPRQDGH�ZLWK�IUXLW�FKXQNV�
LQ�LW�DW�WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG�DUW�IDLU��ZKHQ�HYHU\RQH�HOVH�ZDV�VHOOLQJ�SODLQ�ROG�OHPRQDGH��+H·V�DOZD\V�KDG�
EULJKW�LGHDV�µ�1RW�D�EDG�ZD\�WR�VWDUW�RXW�KLJK�VFKRRO��7KHUH�ZLOO�QR�GRXEW�EH�IRXU�SURPLVLQJ�\HDUV�
DKHDG�IRU�:LOOLDPV��

– Cris Cross, Hiffland High Gazette reporter 

Online Documents about Tommy Williams
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Document #: 2 of 2 
Description: Screen
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Feedback Form
Fill out the chart and answer the questions. Make your final choice, and be ready to make a case for  
your selection.

Final Choice:  __________________________________________________________

Main Reasons for Choice:

1.  ____________________________________________________________________

2.  ____________________________________________________________________

3.  ____________________________________________________________________

What information about the  
student online makes him an 

appealing candidate?

What information about the  
student online makes you question 

whether he should be admitted?

Markus 
Sanders

Tommy  
Williams
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College Bound
ADMISSION PACKET
TEACHER VERSION 

Feedback Form
Fill out the chart and answer the questions. Make your final choice, and be ready to make a case for  
your selection.

What information about the  
student online makes him an 

appealing candidate?

What information about the  
student online makes you question 

whether he should be admitted?

Markus 
Sanders

Tommy  
Williams

��+H�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�D�ORW�RI�SDVVLRQ�DERXW�
WKLQJV�WKDW�LQWHUHVW�KLP�

��+H�KDV�KLV�RZQ�EORJ��ZKLFK�LV�XQXVXDO�IRU�
VRPHRQH�KLV�DJH�

��+H�VHHHPV�JRRG�KXPRUHG�DQG�KRQHVW�

��+H�VWDUWHG�D�QRQSURILW�IRU�NLGV�ZLWK�
OHDUQLQJ�GLIIHUHQFHV�

��+H�VHHPV�HQWUHSUHQHXULDO�

��+H�VHHPV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DQG�IXQ�

��+H�PLJKW�EH�D�OLWWOH�VXSHUILFLDO��JLYHQ�WKDW�
KH�WDONV�DERXW�OLWWOH�HOVH�EXW�VSRUWV�

��+H�GRHV�QRW�VHHP�GHGLFDWHG�WR�KHOSLQJ�
RWKHUV��$�EORJ�DERXW�EDVHEDOO�ILHOGV�GRHV�
QRW�FRXQW�IRU�PXFK�

��+H�PLJKW�QRW�EH�YHU\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�RU��
KDYH�YHU\�JRRG�VRFLDO�VNLOOV��MXGJLQJ�E\��
--¶V�FRPPHQW�

��+H�VHHPV�NLQG�RI�LQVLQFHUH��0DJJLH¶V�
FRPPHQW�PDNHV�LW�VRXQG�OLNH�KLV�QRQSURILW�
PLJKW�QRW�EH�ZKDW�LW�VHHPV��

��+LV�PRWKHU¶V�FRPPHQW�DERXW�KLV�OHPRQDGH�
VWDQG�PDNHV�LW�VRXQG�OLNH�KLV�PDLQ�JRDO�LV�
EHDWLQJ�RWKHUV�

Final Choice:  __________________________________________________________

Main Reasons for Choice:

0RVW�ZLOO�OLNHO\�VHOHFW�0DUNXV��EXW�WKH�FDVH�FDQ�EH�PDGH�IRU�HLWKHU�RQH�

If Markus:
1. He seems more honest than Tommy.

2. He seems passionate. 

3. He seems like a self-starter.

If Tommy:
1. He started a nonprofit.

2. There is an article about his accomplishments.

3. He has a sense of humor and jokes around with his friends.
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1. Your digital footprint is all of the information about you:

a) that can be found online, posted by you or by others

b) that can be found online, posted only by you

c) in the text messages that you send

d) in the emails that you send to your friends

���/RRN�DW�$QQD·V�VRFLDO�QHWZRUN�SURILOH�EHORZ��)LQG�WKUHH�WKLQJV�RQ�WKH�SURILOH�WKDW�
VKRXOGQ·W�EH�WKHUH�DQG�PDUN�WKHP�ZLWK�DQ�´[µ�

���7UXH�RU�)DOVH��2QO\�WKLQJV�WKDW�\RX�SRVW�DERXW�\RXUVHOI�DIIHFW�\RXU�RQOLQH�LPDJH��
3RVWV�DERXW�\RX�E\�RWKHU�SHRSOH�GRQ·W�PDWWHU�

a) True

b) False
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1. Your digital footprint is all of the information about you:
a) that can be found online, posted by you or by others

b) that can be found online, posted only by you

c) in the text messages that you send

d) in the emails that you send to your friends

Answer feedback
The correct answer is a. Your digital footprint is all of the information about you that can be found 
online, posted by you or by others. Your digital footprint can help or hurt your image.

���/RRN�DW�$QQD·V�VRFLDO�QHWZRUN�SURILOH�EHORZ��)LQG�WKUHH�WKLQJV�RQ�WKH�SURILOH�WKDW�
VKRXOGQ·W�EH�WKHUH�DQG�PDUN�WKHP�ZLWK�DQ�´[µ�
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Answer feedback
Anna posts several references to partying, which might create a negative image for college admissions 
officers, family, or people at work. Anna also makes a comment about a friend that makes both Anna 
and her friend look bad. Anna should remove all of these things to improve her online image. 

���7UXH�RU�)DOVH��2QO\�WKLQJV�WKDW�\RX�SRVW�DERXW�\RXUVHOI�DIIHFW�\RXU�RQOLQH�LPDJH��
3RVWV�DERXW�\RX�E\�RWKHU�SHRSOH�GRQ·W�PDWWHU�

a) True

b) False

Answer feedback
The correct answer is b. False. A person’s entire digital footprint is part of their online image. This 
is why it’s important to show positive things about yourself and others when you post online. 


