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Materials and Preparation
��� �3UHYLHZ�WKH�YLGHR��³The Digital Footprint�´�DQG�SUHSDUH�WR�VKRZ�LW�
WR�VWXGHQWV�������������������������������������������������������������������

��&RS\�WKH�Choose a Host Student Handout��RQH�IRU�HYHU\�IRXU�VWXGHQWV��

��&RS\�WKH�My Digital Footprint Student Handout��RQH�IRU�HYHU\������������������������������������������������������������������
VWXGHQW�

Family Resources
��6HQG�KRPH�WKH�Protecting and Respecting Privacy Family Tip Sheet (Middle School)�

Essential Question
What is a digital footprint, and what does yours convey?

Lesson Overview
6WXGHQWV�OHDUQ�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�D�GLJLWDO�IRRWSULQW��ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�VHDUFKHG��
VKDUHG��DQG�VHHQ�E\�D�ODUJH��LQYLVLEOH�DXGLHQFH��6WXGHQWV�WKHQ�OHDUQ�WKDW�
WKH\�FDQ�WDNH�VRPH�FRQWURO�RYHU�WKHLU�GLJLWDO�IRRWSULQW�EDVHG�RQ�ZKDW�WKH\�
SRVW�RQOLQH�

6WXGHQWV�ZDWFK�WKH�YLGHR�³The Digital Footprint´�WR�OHDUQ�KRZ�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQOLQH�FDQ�HDVLO\�JHW�RXW�RI�RQH¶V�FRQWURO��7KH\�WKHQ�H[DPLQH�
WKH�EORJ�SRVWV��SKRWRV��DQG�SURILOHV�RI�WZR�ILFWLRQDO�KRVW�DSSOLFDQWV��
IRU�D�79�VKRZ�FDOOHG�³7ULOOLRQ�'ROODU�)RRWSULQW´�DQG�GHFLGH�ZKLFK�ZRXOG�
PDNH�D�PRUH�KRQHVW�KRVW�ZKR�ZRUNV�ZHOO�ZLWK�RWKHUV��$�NH\�PHVVDJH�RI�
WKH�OHVVRQ�LV�WKDW�DOWKRXJK�RQOLQH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�SURYLGHV�DQ�LQFRPSOHWH�
SLFWXUH�RI�D�SHUVRQ��LW�FDQ�VWLOO�DIIHFW�KRZ�RWKHUV�YLHZ�WKDW�SHUVRQ�

Learning Objectives
Students will be able to ...

��OHDUQ�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�D�GLJLWDO�IRRWSULQW�DQG�WKDW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP��
LW�FDQ�EH�VHDUFKHG��FRSLHG�DQG�SDVVHG�RQ��VHHQ�E\�D�ODUJH��LQYLVLEOH�
DXGLHQFH��DQG�FDQ�EH�SHUVLVWHQW�

��UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�SHRSOH¶V�RQOLQH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�FDQ�EH�KHOSIXO�RU��
KDUPIXO�WR�WKHLU�UHSXWDWLRQ�DQG�LPDJH�

��FRQVLGHU�WKHLU�RZQ�GLJLWDO�IRRWSULQWV�DQG�ZKDW�WKH\�ZDQW�WKRVH�
IRRWSULQWV�WR�EH�OLNH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�

Estimated time:�45�PLQXWHV

Standards Alignment –

Common Core: 

grade 6: 5,����5,����5,�����:����

:�����6/��D��6/��E��6/��F��6/��G��

6/����6/����/��

grade 7: 5,����5,�����:����

:�����6/��D��6/��E��6/��F��6/��G��

6/����6/����/��

grade 8: 5,����5,�����:����

:�����6/��D��6/��E��6/��F��6/��G��

6/����6/����/��

1(76�6���D�F���D�G

Key Vocabulary –

digital footprint:�DOO�RI�WKH�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQOLQH�DERXW�D�
SHUVRQ�HLWKHU�SRVWHG�E\�WKDW�
SHUVRQ�RU�RWKHUV��LQWHQWLRQDOO\�
RU�XQLQWHQWLRQDOO\�

persistent: ODVWLQJ�D�ORQJ�
WLPH��LI�QRW�IRUHYHU��VXFK��
DV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�RQH��
SRVWV�RQOLQH�WKDW�GRHV�QRW��
JR�DZD\�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�SDVVHG��
RQ�DQG�VSUHDG�

imagery:�GUDZLQJV�RU�
LOOXVWUDWLRQV��RIWHQ�V\PEROLF
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     introduction

Warm-up (10 minutes)

ASK: How many of you have …

��Created a profile on an Internet site?

��Filled out a form online?

��Chatted on AIM or GChat?

��Sent an email? 

��Typed your name into Google? Were there any results about you?��$OORZ�VWXGHQWV�WR�SURYLGH�H[DPSOHV�
RI�ZKDW�WKH\�IRXQG��

EXPLAIN�WKDW�ILOOLQJ�RXW�D�IRUP��VHQGLQJ�DQ�HPDLO�WR�D�IULHQG��SRVWLQJ�D�SKRWR��DQG�SUHWW\�PXFK�HYHU\WKLQJ�RQH�
GRHV�RQOLQH�±�HYHQ�WKH�VLPSOH�DFW�RI�YLVLWLQJ�D�ZHEVLWH�RU�XVLQJ�D�VHDUFK�HQJLQH�±�OHDYHV�D�WUDLO��7KLV�WUDLO��FDOOHG��
D�GLJLWDO�IRRWSULQW��LV�PDGH�RI�ELWV�DQG�SLHFHV�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�RQH¶V�FRPSXWHU�DQG�RQ�RWKHU�FRPSXWHUV�DQG�
VHUYHUV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��ZKLFK�DOORZ�RWKHU�SHRSOH�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�\RX��

         teach 1

Play Video (10 minutes)

DEFINE WKH�.H\�9RFDEXODU\�WHUPV�digital footprint DQG�imagery�

� �SHOW�VWXGHQWV�WKH ³The Digital Footprint´�YLGHR��%HIRUH�VWDUWLQJ�WKH�YLGHR��UHPLQG�VWXGHQWV�WR�
FDUHIXOO\�REVHUYH�WKH�LPDJHU\�LQ�WKH�YLGHR�DQG�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�ZKDW�WKH�LPDJHV�PLJKW�FRQYH\�DERXW�SULYDF\��
2IIHU�VWXGHQWV�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�³LPDJHU\´�±�WKH�³7UDVK�%LQ´�LFRQ�RQ�WKHLU�FRPSXWHU�WKDW�VHUYHV�DV�D�³JDUEDJH�FDQ´�
IRU�WKHLU�ILOHV��$IWHU�WKH�YLGHR�LV�RYHU��EULHIO\�UHYLHZ�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�LPDJHU\�LQ�WKH�YLGHR�DV�LW�UHODWHV�
WR�SULYDF\��

��Fingerprint��(YHU\RQH�OHDYHV�D�GLIIHUHQW�PDUN�RU�XQLTXH�LGHQWLILHU�RQOLQH�WKDW�FDQ�EH�WUDFHG�

��Football stadium��)RRWEDOO�JDPHV�DUH�KXJH��SXEOLF�HYHQWV��7KH�,QWHUQHW�LV�VLPLODU��

��Lighthouse��7KH�OLJKW�VKLQHV�RQ�ERDWV�RU�SHRSOH�WKDW�DUH�LQ�WKH�GDUN��3HRSOH�FDQ�ILQG�RXW�D�ORW�DERXW�
RWKHUV�WKURXJK�VHDUFK�HQJLQHV��

��Copies and whispering in ear��,QIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�,QWHUQHW�FDQ�EH�IRUZDUGHG�WR�PDQ\�RWKHUV��
VRPHWLPHV�DIWHU�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�DOWHUHG�ILUVW�

��Permanent marker��2QFH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�RQOLQH��LW�LV�YHU\�GLIILFXOW�WR�WDNH�LW�GRZQ�EHFDXVH�RWKHUV�FDQ�
FRS\�DQG�GLVWULEXWH�LW�

DEFINE WKH�.H\�9RFDEXODU\�WHUP�persistent�

REVIEW�ZLWK�VWXGHQWV�WKH�FRQFHSW�WKDW�DOO�RI�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�VRPHRQH�RQOLQH�PDNHV�XS�KLV�RU�KHU�GLJLWDO�
IRRWSULQW��DQG�WKDW�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�FDQ�EH�VHDUFKHG��FRSLHG�DQG�SDVVHG�RQ��VHHQ�E\�D�ODUJH��LQYLVLEOH�DXGLHQFH��
DQG�FDQ�EHFRPH�SHUVLVWHQW�

         teach 2

Pick a Host (25 minutes)

ARRANGE VWXGHQWV�LQWR�JURXSV�RI�IRXU�DQG�JLYH�HDFK�JURXS�RQH�FRS\�RI�WKH Choose a Host Student Handout.

EXPLAIN WR�VWXGHQWV�WKDW�³7ULOOLRQ�'ROODU�)RRWSULQW´�LV�D�SRSXODU�79�VKRZ�WKDW�WRXUV�WKH�FRXQWU\�ORRNLQJ�IRU�
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WHHQV�WR�FRPSHWH�LQ�D�WDOHQW�VKRZ��7HOO�WKHP�\RX�DUH�KLULQJ�WKHP�WR�EH�SURGXFHUV�IRU�WKH�VKRZ��([SODLQ�WKDW�WKHLU�
MRE�LV�WR�

��/RRN�RYHU�RQOLQH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RI�WZR�ILFWLRQDO�KRVW�DSSOLFDQWV��/LQGD�DQG�-DVRQ�

��'HFLGH�ZKLFK�DSSOLFDQW�VKRXOG�EH�WKH�KRVW�RI�WKH�VKRZ�EDVHG�RQ�ZKR�ZRUNV�EHWWHU�ZLWK�RWKHUV�DQG�LV�
PRUH�KRQHVW�

��5ROH�SOD\�79�SURGXFHUV��JLYLQJ�D�FRQYLQFLQJ�SLWFK�WR�WKH�FODVV�DERXW�ZKLFK�FDQGLGDWH�WKH\�FKRVH��
DQG�ZK\��

HAVE VWXGHQWV�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�IRU����WR����PLQXWHV�WR�
��READ�WKH�Choose a Host Student Handout�GLUHFWLRQV��

��REVIEW�WKH�SURILOHV�IRU�/LQGD�DQG�-DVRQ�

��FILL OUT�WKH�IHHGEDFN�IRUP�

��DECIDE�RQ�D�FDQGLGDWH�

HAVE�JURXSV�SLWFK�IRU�WKH�FDQGLGDWH�WKDW�WKH\�VHOHFWHG��FRPLQJ�WR�WKH�IURQW�RI�WKH�FODVV�WR�SURPRWH�WKHLU�FKRLFH�
ZLWK�HYLGHQFH�IURP�WKH�SURILOHV�WKDW�VXSSRUWV�WKHLU�SLFN���

ASK:

Do you think the show’s host should be 

Linda or Jason? Why?

Do you think the candidate will be honest?

Do you think the candidate will work well 

with others?

:KHQ�DOO�JURXSV�KDYH�PDGH�WKHLU�SLWFK��H[SODLQ�WR�VWXGHQWV�
WKDW�QHLWKHU�-DVRQ�QRU�/LQGD�JRW�WKH�KRVW�SRVLWLRQ�EHFDXVH��
WKH�H[HFXWLYH�SURGXFHU�KDG�WRR�PDQ\�FRQFHUQV�DERXW�ERWK�
UHJDUGLQJ�WKHLU�DELOLW\�WR�ZRUN�ZHOO�ZLWK�RWKHUV�DQG�EH�KRQHVW��
7KH\�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�NHHS�ORRNLQJ�IRU�RWKHU�FDQGLGDWHV��

ENCOURAGE�VWXGHQWV�WR�H[DPLQH�ZKDW�DVVXPSWLRQV�WKH\�PDGH�DERXW�HDFK�FDQGLGDWH��
ASK:

Did you assume that Linda was 

dishonest because someone commented 

that the recipe she supposedly created 

was not her own?�

5HVSRQVHV�ZLOO�YDU\��+RZHYHU��ZH�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKR�
FRPPHQWHG�DQG�LI�KLV�KHU�VWDWHPHQW�ZDV�WUXH�

Did you assume Jason was a jerk 

because he said he was single on his 

profile but said that he was married in 

his personal statement?

5HVSRQVHV�ZLOO�YDU\��+RZHYHU��PD\EH�KH�IRUJRW�WR�FKDQJH�
KLV�VWDWXV�

Did you assume either Linda or Jason 

would not work well with others based 

on aspects of what they wrote in their 

personal statements?�

5HVSRQVHV�ZLOO�YDU\��

REFLECT�RQ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�H[DPLQLQJ�RXU�DVVXPSWLRQV�ZKHQ�YLHZLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQOLQH��$OVR�HQFRXUDJH�
VWXGHQWV�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�KRZ�D�GLJLWDO�IRRWSULQW�FDQ�EH�VRPHZKDW�RXW�RI�\RXU�FRQWURO�LI�RWKHUV�SRVW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
DERXW�\RX�WKDW�LV�XQWUXH�RU�GDPDJLQJ��7KHQ�SRLQW�RXW�KRZ�LW�FDQ�EH�VRPHZKDW�LQ�\RXU�FRQWURO�EHFDXVH�\RX�FDQ�
PDNH�GHFLVLRQV�DERXW�ZKDW�WR�SRVW�DERXW�\RXUVHOI�RU�ZKDW�WR�VHQG�WR�RWKHUV��



4
TRILLION DOLLAR FOOTPRINT / LESSON PLAN
DIGITAL LITERACY AND CITIZENSHIP IN A CONNECTED CULTURE  
© 2012 www.commonsense.org

REVIEW�ZLWK�VWXGHQWV�WKDW�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�RI�WKH�H[HFXWLYH�SURGXFHUV�QRW�WR�VHOHFW�/LQGD�RU�-DVRQ�EDVHG�VROHO\�
RQ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IRXQG�RQOLQH�PLJKW�VHHP�XQIDLU��EXW�WKDW�WKHVH�W\SHV�RI�MXGJPHQWV�FDQ�EH�D�UHDOLW\��7HOO�VWXGHQWV�
WKDW�RWKHUV�PLJKW�PDNH�MXGJPHQWV�DERXW�WKHP�EDVHG�RQO\�RQ�ZKDW�LV�FRQWDLQHG�LQ�WKHLU�GLJLWDO�IRRWSULQWV��
(QFRXUDJH�VWXGHQWV�WR�WDNH�DQ�DFWLYH�UROH�LQ�VKDSLQJ�WKHLU�GLJLWDO�IRRWSULQWV�WR�WKH�H[WHQW�WKH\�DUH�DEOH��+RZHYHU��
UHPLQG�VWXGHQWV�WKDW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�QRW�DOZD\V�XQGHU�WKHLU�FRQWURO��

        closing

Wrap-up (5 minutes)

<RX�FDQ�XVH�WKHVH�TXHVWLRQV�WR�DVVHVV�\RXU�VWXGHQWV¶�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�OHVVRQ�REMHFWLYHV��<RX�PD\�ZDQW�WR�DVN�
VWXGHQWV�WR�UHIOHFW�LQ�ZULWLQJ�RQ�RQH�RI�WKH�TXHVWLRQV��XVLQJ�D�MRXUQDO�RU�DQ�RQOLQH�EORJ�ZLNL�

ASK:
Who helped to shape Linda’s and Jason’s 

digital footprints? 

7KH\�GLG��SHRSOH�ZKR�FRPPHQWHG��QHZV�VRXUFHV�

Can you tell what a person is really like 

offline based on what you find online? 

7R�VRPH�GHJUHH��,W�GHSHQGV�RQ�WKH�VL]H�RI�WKHLU�GLJLWDO�
IRRWSULQW�DQG�KRZ�DFFXUDWH�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�

What are some other types of information 

that make up your “digital footprint”? 

3KRWRV�RI�\RX�RQOLQH��OLVWLQJV�RI�\RX�RQ�VSRUWV�WHDP�

Extension Activity
+DYH�VWXGHQWV�GHVLJQ�SDSHU�IRRWSULQWV�WKDW�FRQWDLQ�WKH�NLQG�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKH\�ZRXOG�ZDQW�WR�DSSHDU�LQ�WKHLU�
GLJLWDO�IRRWSULQW����\HDUV�IURP�QRZ��+DYH�VWXGHQWV�ILOO�RXW�WKH�My Digital Footprint Student Handout��
7KH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKH\�SXW�LQ�WKH�KDQGRXW�FRXOG�FRQVLVW�RI�VWRULHV�DERXW�WKHLU�VXFFHVV�LQ�RQOLQH�QHZVSDSHUV��D�
SRSXODU�VSRUWV�EORJ�WKDW�WKH\�ZULWH��RU�SKRWRV�RI�WKHP�UXQQLQJ�IRU�D�KLJK�JRYHUQPHQWDO�SRVLWLRQ��

At-Home Activity
+DYH�VWXGHQWV�WHDFK�WKH�7ULOOLRQ�'ROODU�)RRWSULQW�OHVVRQ�DW�KRPH��&RS\�WKH�Choose a Candidate Student 
Handout�IRU�DOO�VWXGHQWV��6WXGHQWV�ORRN�WKURXJK�WKH�SURILOHV�RI�/LQGD�DQG�-DVRQ�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKHLU�IDPLO\�
PHPEHUV��$V�D�IDPLO\��WKH\�FKRRVH�D�FDQGLGDWH�WR�KRVW�³7ULOOLRQ�'ROODU�)RRWSULQW�´�6WXGHQWV�VKRXOG�H[SODLQ�WKDW�
WKH�SRLQW�RI�WKH�OHVVRQ�LV�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�KRZ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�LV�RQOLQH�DERXW�VRPHRQH�FDQ�LPSDFW�KRZ�RWKHUV�
YLHZ�WKDW�SHUVRQ��EXW�WKDW�LW�FDQ�EH�YHU\�SUREOHPDWLF�WR�PDNH�DVVXPSWLRQV�DERXW�RWKHUV�EDVHG�VROHO\�RQ�WKHLU�
GLJLWDO�IRRWSULQW�
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Directions
Today you’re all producers for “Trillion Dollar Footprint,” a popular TV show that tours the country 
looking for teens to compete in a nationwide talent show. You’re looking for a new host for the show. 
Based on personal statements from several applicants, you have narrowed the candidates to two: Linda 
and Jason. 

The executive producer has hired a private investigator (PI) to dig up whatever he or she can about 
the candidates online. The PI has created a profile of both of the final candidates with the most 
important online documents he could find. He has passed along these profiles to you. Based on these 
profiles, the executive producer wants you to choose which candidate should host the show. You 
should be very careful how you choose. Your candidate will be seen by millions of teens, so you should 
make sure that she or he, in particular: 1) works well with others, and 2) is honest. 

1. Working in groups, look carefully through the profiles of both candidates.

2. Highlight the information you think is most important, given that you  
are looking for someone who works well with others and is honest.

3. Fill out the Feedback Form on the last page of this handout and reach 
agreement as a group about who should be the host.

4. Be prepared to present your selection to the rest of the class, along with 
specific supporting evidence!
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/LQGD·V�3URILOH
Document #: 1 of 3 
Description: Personal Statement by Linda about why she should host TDF, picture included 
Search Notes: Received in mail by TV Inc. on April 27, 2012.

April 10, 2012

Hey there, My name’s Linda, I’m 21, and I’m a big fan of “Trillion 
Dollar Footprint.” I watch the show every week (I can’t believe you 
kicked off Kevin, btw), and my friends have been telling me for years 
that I should try to host, because, you see, I’m the best! In addition  
to being the sweetest girl you’ll ever meet, I’m a talented cook and 
passionate about cooking (you should check out my food blog). I think 
it’s important for the TDF host to have a talent so they can keep the 
audience entertained. In short, I’m funny, I’m cute and down to earth 
(see picture), and I’m going to blow your socks off as the new TDF 
host. Can’t wait to hear from ya! All the Best, Linda Berlinner 

p.s. — Check out my blog at http://www.onlinediary.com/lindacooks

Document #: 2 of 3 
Title: Linda’s MyFace Profile 
Description: Publicly available profile info. Screenshot taken May 17, 2012. 

Search Notes: Found through a search on MyFace for “Linda Berlinner” in the “New York, NY” 
 network. Linda does not allow non-friends from this network to access her profile. 

All Photos:  
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
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Document #: 3 of 3 
Title: Linda’s Blog 
Description: Two sample posts from Linda’s blog, plus her “about me” page. Screenshots taken  
 May 19, 2012. 
Search Notes: Blog URL included in Personal Statement. 

Shrimp tacos with pinto beans, rice, cilantro, avocado and lime. Just toss fresh shrimp in lime 
juice, sprinkle with cumin, salt, and pepper, and grill for a minute or so on each side.

Tags: shrimp, avocado, Mexican, dinner, recipes 

[No Comments] leave a comment >>

Anonymous says:  May 4, 2012
 I just posted this same recipe on my blog last week – click here to see. Cheater!

Last Night’s Dinner   Posted: May 3, 2012

About Me
+HOOR�:RUOG��0\�QDPH·V�/LQGD�DQG�,·P����\HDUV�ROG��

Over the years my friends have encouraged me to teach cooking classes for high school 
students and this blog is a place for me to put my go-to recipes for them. Enjoy!
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-DVRQ·V�3URILOH
Document #: 1 of 3 
Description: Personal Statement by Jason about why she should host TDF, picture included. 
Search Notes: Received in mail by Reality Inc. on April 29, 2012.

April 25, 2012

Hi there TV people, 

My name’s Jason, I’m 23, born and raised in Boston, MA (Best! City! 
Ever!), and I was *made* to be host of Trillion Dollar Footprint. As 
host, I’d love to show off my voice and inspire kids with a talent of  
my own. When I’m not out on the town with my friends or with my 
wife, I’m singing with my band or at home hanging out with my cat, 
Furmonster. Beyond that, I spend a lot of time online watching 
MeTube videos and stalking people on MyFace (just kidding). So, in 
conclusion, pick me! I am clearly the best choice.

Sincerely,  
Jason Kramer

Document #: 2 of 3 
Title: Newspaper Article 
Description: Article from 2008 that references Jason’s involvement with a college wrestling scandal  
 at Hamford College in Boston.  
Search Notes: Archived on the Boston Daily Press website, found via Google search. 

Boston Daily Press

Four Hamford College Wrestlers Dismissed from Team Over Steroid Use 
Monday, March 13, 2009 | http://www.bostondailypress.com | Local News 

BOSTON – Four members of the Hamford Bulldogs wrestling team have been suspended for the 
rest of the season and asked not to return the following year after an anonymous source disclosed 
information about steroid use, says Head Coach Kevin Casmin. 

The four students involved, freshmen Jeremy Dunlevy and Isaac Smith, and sophomores Jason 
Kramer and Marc Camphor, have written an open letter to the coach, in which they apologize to the 
team for their “inexcusable actions, which have affected our teammates and our college.” However, 
they go on to speak  a “dire need for reform” about the vague rules regarding performance-enhancing 
drugs and dietary supplements.

— David Hortelheimer
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Document #: 3 of 3 
Title: Jason’s MyFace Profile 
Description: Main page of Jason’s MyFace Profile. Screenshot taken on May 15, 2012.

Search Notes: Found by searching for “Jason Kramer” using an account in the “Boston, MA”  network. 
 Jason lets non-friends in this network access his profile, though not his pictures. 
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Feedback Form
List pieces of evidence from the profiles that demonstrate whether each candidate does or does not have 
the following characteristics. 

   

Works well with 
others

Is honest

Final Choice: 

Main Reasons for Choice:

1.

2. 

3. 

Linda Berlinner Jason Kramer
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Directions
What kind of online information would you want linked to your name in 10 years? Design your own 
digital footprint! Fill in the footprint below with images, Web hits, and types of information that you 
would want to see linked to your name in 10 years. Examples: “a social networking profile on Facebook 
or MySpace; a YouTube video of me performing with my rock band; an online newspaper article about 
my work to help the homeless.” Be creative!

Use Common Sense!
You can have a great time online learning from and sharing with others, but:

��Think before you post, because many things you do online will add to your digital footprint

��Remember to review your privacy settings

��Perform a search on yourself every so often to see what your digital footprint looks like

http://www.commonsense.org
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1. True or false: Your digital footprint is all the information about you online that only you post.

a) True

b) False

2. What kinds of information can make up a digital footprint?

a) Online photos

b) Comments that others post about you

c) Both a and b

3. What kinds of information would make a POSITIVE digital footprint? Circle all  
that apply.

a) Photos of you doing work in the community

b) A newspaper article about your soccer team

c) A mean comment that you made on a friend’s website 

d) A blog you created to showcase your artwork

e) Inappropriate photos of you on a social network site
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1. True or false: Your digital footprint is all the information about you online that only 
you post.
a) True

b) False

Answer feedback
The correct answer is b, False. Your digital footprint also includes information about you that 
others post.

2. What kinds of information can make up a digital footprint?
a) Online photos

b) Comments that others post about you

c) Both a and b

Answer feedback
The correct answer is c. A digital footprint is any kind of information that is posted about someone. 
That can mean photos, comments, and more.

3. What kinds of information would make a POSITIVE digital footprint? Circle all  
that apply.
a) Photos of you doing work in the community

b) A newspaper article about your soccer team

c) A mean comment that you made on a friend’s website

d) A blog you created to showcase your artwork

e) Inappropriate photos of you on a social network site

Answer feedback
The correct answers are a, b, and d. A positive digital footprint contains good things about you that 
you or others posted online.


