
 

 Hope School PTO Meeting, held at Hope School 
January 21, 2025 

Notes taken by:  Jessica Hogan 
 

In Attendance: Jeremy Mckibbon, Cindy Mckibbon, Lee Airth, Christen Peck, Tahneta Stroh, Heather Hoydic, 
Jessica Hogan  
 
Call to order @ 3:45​  
 
Principal report: Review of test data.  Summary by Cindy: 
 
mCLASS (DIBELS 8) is the name of the assessment that measures foundational reading skills in grades K-5 
and is used to comply with one of the Alaska Reads Act requirements. Our % of students at or above 
benchmark grew from 60% in the fall to 75% in the winter.  
  
Map Growth is an assessment students take in grades 3-10 in math, reading, and language usage. 
  
Math – Our median score was the 70th %ile. That means that when you line all of our student’s scores up from 
1-99, the score that was in the middle of all of the scores was at the 70th %ile. Another way we measure how 
well students are doing is by how they grew in comparison to other students in their same grades, from the fall 
to the winter. Our students grew more than 73% of other students in their same grades. 
  
Reading - Our median score was the 34th %ile. Our students grew more than 69% of other students in their 
same grades, from fall to winter. 
  
Language Usage - Our median score was the 75th%ile. Our students grew more than 85% of other students in 
their same grades, from fall to winter. 
  
I am so proud of the students and teachers for all of the hard work they put into every day they are here. I also 
want to thank parents. These types of scores do not happen without your support and engagement. I love our 
Hope School!! 
 
We will be title 1 next year.  We have had two years.   We have some additional paperwork and we need to 
hold parent engagement activities, one per semester.  In exchange for that work we will get additional funds for 
the school up to $8,000. 
 
Hood in the big kitchen was replaced.  Electric panel repaired.   
 
Contra dancing opportunity for the school next fall.  They are not able to make it this year.   
 
Budget deficient - We are facing a 16.5 million dollar deficit and we do not have a cushion because we have 
had to use it.  Cindy will update us on the status and remind us to reach out to legislators because they are the 
ones that need to hear it.   
 
We were able to purchase a curriculum for another elective opportunity for highschoolers - 
Woodshop/construction and have $5,000 to get the shop up and running for next year.   
 
Teacher report:  Jeremy - studying the Incas,  January 28 and 30th snow school is scheduled.   February 20th 
Fire safety training with a division of forestry representative.   
 
Christen - Slope intercept form, midpoint formula, basic of atoms, then to minerals.  Geography.  All good. 
 
Parent Teacher Conferences February 13th &14th  -  please request one if you would like one with 
Christen. 



 

Treasurer report:  
Current balance as of December 16, 2024: $22,274.92 
Current balance as of January 21, 2025: Not available.  Eva out today. 
New revenue since last meeting:   
Expenses:  

​ ​ ​  
Student report: Not present 
 
Old business: 
Alyeska -cost and any updates for next year?  Hope School Skiing dates - February 25, March 4, March 18.  
Discussion.  Cooper Landing is skiing for 6 times, Moose Pass is skiing for 3 times.  Group rates require 20 
students.  It makes sense for Hope School to go for 3 times so Cooper Landing can get the group rates.  Also, 
the estimated cost for 3 lessons is $4,620.  We can almost make that amount with the pie auction annually so it 
is a sustainable cost.    These are the notes from the last meeting.  Any updates? 
 
Update:  Jeremy made a motion to approve the funds for three skiing days of estimated at $4,620. Second by 
Christen Peck.  Christen made a motion to approve funds for staff mileage, if needed, up to $400. Second by 
Tahneta.  Christen will be completing Hope school paperwork - she is the contact person for Hope.   
 
We need a Secretary.  Any nominations? Volunteers? -  
 
Swim lesson update:  Potential dates were as follows: April 1st, 8th, 15th.  Two lessons per day. 10:45-11:45 
and 1:15-2:15. 
 
New business: 
Fundraising ideas/plans:  Will discuss when more people are here.   
 
Hope Wagon Trail committee is seeking a volunteer to take over the raffle.  Anyone interested? 

Meeting adjourned @ 4:37 


