Hope School PTO Meeting, held at Hope School
September 8, 2025
Notes taken by: Jessica Hogan

In Attendance: Scotty Smith, Christy Smith, Bec Howard, Heather Hodic, Jeremy Mckibben,
Kelcey Farber, Jesse McGuire, Christen Peck.

Call to order @ 3:35

Principal report: Cindy is gone from Hope for this week due to district testing preparation,
classes in Anchorage and travel.

Teacher report: Jeremy - All kids taught a lesson in class; there are 11 kids in his class.
MAPS testing is beginning this week for third grade and up. Discussed staff shortage this year
and having a volunteer sign up sheet for parents to schedule time to assist. Jeremy will post a
calendar in the atrium.

All parents MUST fill out the volunteer application with the district prior to being able to assist in
the classroom or attend any field trips. Jeremy brought the district website up on the classroom
board to show us the link to the volunteer form. It is accessed under the Student and Parent
Tab at the top of the district website: https://kpbsd.org/.

Here is a link to the Volunteer instructions that also includes the link to apply.
https://kpbsd.ora/wp-content/uploads/departments/human-resources/volunteer/New-Volunteers,

pdf

Christen: Extends her appreciation for students' punctuality this quarter. They have a tight
schedule this year and it is important for students to be on time.

Treasurer report: Will be reported at the next meeting. We discussed how the funds for PTO
work. Our account is at the district level and Eva is the administrator. She is the only one that
can make deposits and access the reports. At the end of last year we did have plenty of money
to do what we want this school year, including skiing and other field trips.
Current balance as of September 8: unknown

New revenue since last meeting: 2025 Wagon Trail

Expenses:

Student report: Ellie was not present.

Old business:

We need a Secretary. Any nominations? Volunteers? - Hooray! Thank you so much to Kelcey
and Jesse for volunteering to co-lead the secretary position. Christen did advise of the
importance of getting the notes to Eva ASAP if we have approved funds because the district will
not release any funds without the PTO meeting notes with the specific details.

New business:

Title one parent meeting will be September 22 at 3:45pm. This status provides additional
federal funding for special parent-student events for this school year. Cindy will advise us about
the program and options at this meeting.



Fund request for wobble chairs: how many? How much? Jeremy would like to have 10-11 and
Christen would like to have 5 for the bigs. Heather will get an estimate together with the details
to discuss and approve for the next meeting.

Approval of funds for insurance renewal. Jeremy made a motion to approve $180 to pay
for the insurance. Bec seconded. Discussed what the insurance covers. None opposed.
Jess will purchase the insurance.

Fundraising ideas/plans: Asked about merchandise and discussed a school contest to design
a shirt that we could have made. Bec volunteered to give a chat and then be the point person
for students to turn in their artwork. Jess will check with Jeanine because she did make a
website for us. Would also like to have some available for folks to purchase at the school.
Tahneta made several tote bags. We can do that again. Pie auction is on. Could do a
spaghetti feed. Would also like to have some sort of holiday performance that could be a
fundraiser.

The school did receive a grant from Boeing for approximately $1200.

Field trips for this year:

Skiing? - Yes, all interested in skiing. Swimming - Jeremy will check with Seward Highschool.
He is not sure of the status of the lifeguard and the pool due to the budget deficit this year.
Scotty asked if we had considered a pool in Anchorage. Jess will check with Patrick Higgins at
APU to see if that is an option. Discussed potential of a combination Anchorage field trip to
include the Museum and the jump park. Request to make it on a Friday, if possible. Jeremy and
Christen will come up with potential dates that work best for the classrooms. Scotty mentioned
it might be fun to do a Coastal trail bike ride.

Spirit days - the newsletter will include the list and there is a flyer in the atrium. This Friday is
early release and also pajama day.

Picture day is October 3, 2025.

Jeremy is looking for something for the whole school to do as a team. He talked about a drum
line, but there are not any drums available at other schools. Discussed the possibility of lego
robotics. Parent interest was high for this option. It is also possible that Title 1 funding could
help with getting kits.

Hoop shoot competition on November 15th. Could have one within the school and the winner
could be eligible to go to a district competition. There is also a certificate available for students
to get if they complete 25,000 free throws. Jeremy did it with both of his boys and indicated that
it took a very long time to achieve. The interest was not high for the long game, but maybe a
school competition.

Meeting adjourned @ 430pm



