e Hope School PTO Meeting, held at Hope School
October 13, 2025
Notes taken by: Jessie Maquire

In Attendance: Christy Antista-Smith, Bec Powell, Lee Airth, Tahneta Stroh, Kelsey
Farber, Jess Hogan, Jessie Maguire, Heather Airth, Jeremy McKibben, Cindy McKibben,
Christen Peck

Call to order @ 3:40pm

Principal report: Not much to contribute at this session, except to say the Title | requirement for
parents & families engagement with the students needs an event. Mention of Hamilton is PG13.
Kelsey recommends a Pumpkin Party to be held at the Hope School. Potluck food offered and
pumpkin carving and painting would be the activities. Heather motions to fund this event with
$350 from the PTO fund, with Kristen seconding that motion. Sunday, October 26th is the
agreed upon date. Time TBD.

Teacher report: Kristen comments that they are learning the American Revolution with debate
in a public forum and the kids are not happy with her about the curriculum. Periodic charts are
difficult for them and they are also learning algebraic functions.

Jeremy reports the students are learning sight words, 2nd grade is reading, 4th is reading and
pulling info out of the text. In science they are learning earth systems and the geosphere.
Ancient Greeks for the little ones. Also the woodshop is set up and they are building.

Also commented the Miss Eva is set to return to school on Oct. 16th (resounding enthusiasm
from all).

Treasurer report:
Current balance as of September 9: $22,184.16 (the balance was not available at the

previous meeting).
New revenue since last meeting: None to report

Expenses: None to report

Student report: Ellie Stehn reports on behalf of student body that the boys want protective
mats for doing flips. These could also be used for fall protection for the rock climbing wall,
allowing it to be made higher with safety, as well as for the climbing rope that could be hung
from the gym ceiling. An estimate is requested for this mat (we assume around $750). There is
interest in having off-campus walks for PE, which would necessitate permission slips. This"
would include all grades and for the entire year, with exceptions

allowed for those parents wanting notification for exactly when and where these walks would
occur. Boxing/sparring gloves are wanted for the punching bag so that the students with
aggression to release have an outlet, some names were named.

Students not interested in line dancing lessons / workshop, but some form of group dance
activity at school is encouraged.

Old business: Wobble chairs: Jeremy motions $1,900 to acquire more chairs for all ages.
Heather 2nds the motion.



Swimming dates: Oct 30th and Nov 6th in Seward. Reminder that 2 towels and 2 suits is ideal
for comfort as each day has 2 lessons. Permission slips and volunteer forms are needed from
everyone. They can be accessed from the tab at the top of the district website:
https://kpbsd.org/ The link to the Volunteer instructions that also includes the link to apply
http://kpbsd.org/wp-content/uploads/departments/human-resources/volunteer/New-Volunteers.p
df

Kristin is the pool person for permission slips. We need to ask about the pre-k children for swim
days. Can they have swim time too? Important to note that school kids and non-enrolled
children cannot transport in the same vehicle unless it is one household for swim activities (and
any school functions). Vehicles will need inspection and proof of current insurance for transport
of any school enrolled child. Jeremy motions $500 to pay for swimming lessons, which includes
mileage, and Kristen 2nds these motions.

SWAG artwork update: Lilly is recommended for the design of new Hope School SWAG.
T-shirts, hoodies, hats and totes are suggested with a few color options such as dark & light
blue, grey. Jeannine Jabaay has a website ready to go with a made-to-order platform to
purchase these items, however we can achieve cheaper shipping costs with a bulk order.
Christy suggests her made to order clothing and apparel online store as an option as well, with
comparable costs and shipping scenario. Turnaround time is 2 weeks for these orders so the
deadline is set at Oct. 17th (or latest the 20th) for the design phase. Imperative to have ready
for Christmas delivery to include those family members wanting to support the school, as a
suggested mark-up of around $5 per item would be donated to the Hope PTO fund. Some
revenue is beneficial to the school as well as the aesthetic of Hope School attire at away from
campus events.

Picture day was cancelled in September and has not yet been rescheduled.

School team activity update: Some drums have been donated for the desired music equipment
for a drum circle, etc. These donations are not suitable for most the Hope kids so the need for
equipment continues. This could be a goal for next year's acquisitions.

Lego robotics is still desired for the Hope kids activity. We would pursue a non-competitive
package for our next “big ask” and it will be initiated next semester for potential delivery to the
Hope School next school year.

We need a Secretary; Welcome to Kelcey and Jessie who have volunteered to split the
secretary duties.

Approval of funds for wobble chairs.

Swimming dates will be October 30th and November 6th in Seward. Please be sure to turn in
permission slips and fill out volunteer forms.

Tab at the top of the district website: https://kpbsd.org/.

Here is a link to the Volunteer instructions that also includes the link to apply.
https://kpbsd.org/wp-content/uploads/departments/human-resources/volunteer/New-Volunteers.
pdf

New business: Movie Night is discussed with early December agreed upon as ideal time
window for such event. License agreement is already settled, so just need to pick a date.
Tues before Thanksgiving is the set date for the pie auction.



Meeting adjourned @ 4:30pm Tahneta motioned and Bec 2nd



