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oHIGHLIGHT®

PTO MEETING
SEPTEMBER 15™ @ 3:45

September has included a field
trip to Porcupine Campground for
Middle School and High School
students. Mrs. Christen took them

out for two full days of fun and
learning in their own community.
Each student reported on some of
their favorite activities. AK STAR
letters were mailed out today.
regarding AK STAR and students
in grades 3-9 during last school
year. Please review the letter in
the following page of this
newsletter for detailed

Upcoming events:
Sept. 15: PTO Meeting @3:45
Oct. 16: No School-Inservice

information and links. Oct. 19: Picture Day

Oct. 23: Early Release @ 2PM
KMTA has sent out a request for Oct. 29-30: No School-
participation in a survey from all Inservice - Parent/Teacher

of us. Please participate in this
survey which will be very brief but
helpful. Enjoy this beautiful
weather and we look forward to
seeingyou at the next PTO
meeting.

Conferences

ART IN THE CLASSROOM

Hope School students have been enjoying expressing
their artistic talents in the past week. Ms. Megan'’s class
has displayed their water color art in the hall this
Monday. The students are proud of their work. Check
out their display outside their classroom.



KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

Assessment
James Harris, Intervention and Assessment Coordinator

Principal of Cooper Landing School
148 North Binkley Street Soldotna, Alaska 99669-7553
Phone (907) 714-8872
Email: jharris@kpbsd.k12.ak.us

September 4, 2026
AK STAR reports are available for students in grades 3-9.

The Alaska System of Academic Readiness (AK STAR) is Alaska’s state assessment for
English language arts (ELA) and mathematics. In spring of 2026, AK STAR was administered
to students in grades three to nine. AK STAR provides an opportunity for students to show
what they know and can do related to Alaska’s ELA and mathematics standards, which were
adopted in June 2012. For the second year, AK STAR also included a growth component,
similar to the MAP Growth interim assessments many districts administer in fall and winter.
This growth component provided a RIT score and growth percentiles. This approach allows a
student to take just one test but receive both a scale score (RIT score), a national percentile
ranking (NPR), and a summative score that shows how they compare to other students taking
the same grade assessment across America as well as measure their levels of proficiency
according to the Alaska Standards.

AK STAR results are a necessary component of making data-informed decisions for students,
families, teachers, administrators, district leadership, and policy makers:

* For our students and families, assessment results can help determine strengths and

challenges, and how to utilize both to continue academic growth.
* For our teachers and school administrators, assessment results can help evaluate progress,

find areas for improvement, and focus on what students need most.
* For our policymakers and district leadership, assessment results can ensure resources are

allocated to the most vital areas of need.

The student results from these tests are now available, and teachers at your school can help
you understand the report if you have questions. In addition, the Department of Education &
Early Development (DEED) has published a Family Guide for your use. Click here for the
Family Guide to Student Reports. The Family Guide can be found on DEED’s assessment
webpage (education.alaska.gov/assessments), along with other resources.

Your student’s Individual Score Report (ISR) is accessible in PowerSchool. To access your
child’s assessment reports in the parent portal of Power School, log in and click the “Test
Scores” link in the left navigation pane. You will then see the available test result PDF file
links. You will also be able to print the reports if desired.

Please reach out to your child’s school with any questions and thank you for your continued

partnership.

ANCHOR POINT COOPER LANDING HOMER HOPE KACHEMAK SELO KENAI MOOSE PASS NANWALEK NIKISKI NIKOLAEVSK NINILCHIK
PORT GRAHAM RAZDOLNA SELDOVIA SEWARD SOLDOTNA STERLING TUSTUMENA TYONEK VOZNESENKA
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KMTA Survey

Please copy and paste they survey link to participate in
the KMTA survey.
Your participation is appreciated.

Good morning!

My name is Callie and I am KMTA's Seward-based Program Coordinator. KMTA is looking to expand
our summer youth programs for 2027 to better serve the Hope community. We are looking for your help
to share an info gathering survey with families from your school. Would you please forward this email to

Hope School parents?

KMTA Parent Survey (for Hope community): https://forms.gle/V77TxLXskJWz4wKd6
Thank you!
Callie

Callie Bacon
Program Coordinator
Kenai Mountains-Turnagain Arm National Heritage Area
907-491-0863
callie@kmtacorridor.org
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