
 

Kms PURPLE PAGES 
Kenai Middle School               
Kenai, Alaska                             
December 2021 

Happy Ho-Ho-Holidays! 
 

     
 

Twelve Days of Christmas 
By Makenzie Harden 

 

     KMS held the Twelve Days of Christmas from December 1st-16th. Each day there was a different theme for 

students and staff to follow, such as wearing a holiday sweater or wearing Christmas socks. Mrs. Kurzendoerfer 

came up with the idea when she saw the staff wearing Christmas sweaters and suggested the event to Mrs. Christie. 

Here is a recap of all the themes: 
 

Day 1: Holiday Kickoff - wear red & green         

Day 2: Tree Topper Day - wear reindeer antlers & Santa hats 

Day 3: Ugly Sweater Day 

Day 4: Holiday Sock Day 

Day 5: I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas - wear white 

Day 6: Popping for Joy - bring a snack to share for advisory 

Day 7: Candy Cane Day - wear red & white 

Day 8: Christmas Vacation - Hawaiian shirts or vacation wear 

Day 9: Mad About Plaid - wear flannel 

Day 10: Merry and Bright - wear lights, tinsel, & garland 

Day 11: Be Jolly - write a kind note 

Day 12: Holiday Outfit Contest - wear a holiday outfit 

 

  

 

 

Check out the full-color version of the Purple Pages online: 

                KMS Facebook, KMS website, and in your school g-mail!               1 
 



All I Want for Christmas! 
By Caroline Karpik 

 

What are KMS students and staff 

hoping for this year? 
 

6th grade 

Wyatt Hansen: Duct tape and shrink wrap  

Andrew Stein: Lightsaber  

Eli Pancoast: A great next year 

Selah Coots: Aerial rig 

Ella Siemers: Trampoline 

Elloree Smith: Hoverboard 

Effie Muster: New earrings  

Emma Castimore: New fountain pen 

Sawyer Graham: X-box 

Oscar Marcou: PS4 

Luke Karpik: A Nintendo game  

Landon Baze: VR 

Brock Cooper: Board game 

Archer Adcox: WWII army jacket 

Ben Brighton: PC monitor  

Max Bianchi: GPU computer part 

Roman Campanella: Graphics card 

Luke Larsen: A new phone 
 

7th grade 

Nikolas Bezdecny: An Ed Sheeran plushie  

Presley Novak: Beads and string 

Lily Buffington: Room decorations 

Klairah Ross: A horse 

Lily Langham: NHL tickets 

Ava Kasdorf: A new skateboard  

   and my two front teeth 

Shauna Koch: A puppy 

Angelina Bond: Another cat 

Justice Adcox: The Lego set  

   with the dilophosaurus  

Annemarie Lacy: Fancy stationery 

Zoe Nelson: Cosplay stuff 

Jenica Anderson: Technology stuff 
 

Jolly Jokes 
 

What do reindeer say before they tell you a joke?     

     [This one’s gonna sleigh you!] 
 

What do you call an obnoxious reindeer? [Rude-olph] 

 

 

8th grade 

Alex Parks: A drum set 

Erin Koppes: Money 

Abby Perry: Fuzzy socks 

Juliette Leonard: Clothes  

Taighen Tsosie: A rice cooker 

Seylor Tomrdle: New goggles, riding gloves,  

   riding boots, or a new 4-wheeler 

Isaac Potton: Money or hockey skates 

Inn Saeteia: Happiness and sleep 

London Christoffers: Money to get  

   a 4-wheeler cuz I’m saving up 

Luke Cole: A professional yo-yo  

Daisy Samples: A new riding helmet 

Sophia Barajas: Newer Vans,  

   Off the Walls 

Ethan Geffe: Souvenirs from Hawaii because  

   I’m going there for Christmas 

Evy Cooper: A phone and AirPods 

Courtney Galloway: AirPod Pros and new shoes 

Gabe Rison: AirPod Pros, an iPhone SE, and Oculus 

   Quest 2 VR 

Avery Atwood: AirPod Pros 

Marissa Moffis: An iPhone 13  

   Pro-Max, 256 gigabytes 
 

Teachers & Staff 

Mr. Carson: Peace on earth  

Mrs. Stotz-Mason: Slightly warmer weather 

Mrs. Nabholz: Peace and quiet and time to work  

   on my projects 

Mrs. Rininger: Time to do art projects and go  

   snowboarding with my kids :) 

Mrs. Bressler: My wish is for a happy and healthy  

   family to gather around my tree this Christmas! I  

   can't wait!!!  

Ms. Christie: All I want is to relax and spend time  

   with my family. <3 

Mrs. Adair: For Christmas I would like sunshine and  

   family time. 

Ms. Shawna: A new pump-up sprayer to clean desks  

   and tables 

Mr. Felchle: I want to give my oldest son Connor a  

   hug after he gets off the plane in his military  

   uniform. I also want it to be warmer than -10😬. 

 

“When you give joy to other people, you get more joy in return. You should give  

a good thought to happiness that you can give out.” - Eleanor Roosevelt 
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Cheery Christmas Concert 
By Keziah Simons 

 

     Did you know the KMS Concert band and 

Intermediate band had a concert on December 2nd? 

They put lots of hard work into this performance! 

Songs that the bands performed were “Do You Want 

to Build a Snowman,” “'House of the Rising Bells,” 

and “Arctic Wars: Rise of the Penguin Army.” 

     All of the performers agreed that the concert could 

have gone better but was fairly good overall. “There 

was lots of stress leading up to the concert,” said Sierra  

 

Chapman, and Serenity Hickman agreed. 

     Of the performers I asked, the favorite song seemed 

to be “House of the Rising Bells” with “Arctic Wars” 

next in the favorites. A slightly odd thought from 

Adelin Sparks was, “The screaming children added to 

‘Arctic Wars.’ ” 

     The band concert took place at the KCHS Renee C. 

Henderson auditorium at 7:00 pm. Following the KMS 

bands, the KCHS band also played and did an amazing 

job! 

     If you missed this concert, hopefully you can go see 

the next one! Keep up the good work, Kossack Bands! 

 

Joyful Jingles 
By Erin/Olivia Koppes 

 

 
 

These are my top ten favorite Christmas songs! 
 

   1. “Candy Cane Lane”- Sia 

2. “All I Want for Christmas Is You” - Mariah Carey 

3. “Christmas Lights” – Coldplay  

4. “Underneath the Tree”- Kelly Clarkson 

5. “Last Christmas” - Wham! 

6. “Snowman” - Sia 

7. “The Christmas Sweater” - Michael Bublé 

8. “Let it Go” - Idina Menzel 

9. “It's Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas” - 

Michael Bublé 

10.  “Christmas” - Michael Bublé 

Christmas Jokes 
By Reid Titus 

 

What do you call a scary looking reindeer?  

     [A cari-boo] 

Who is Santa's favorite singer?    [Elf-is Presley] 

What did Adam say the day before Christmas? 

     [It’s Christmas, Eve!] 

What is a Christmas tree’s favorite candy? 

     [Orna-mints] 

What does Miley Cyrus have at Christmas dinner?  

     [Twerky!] 

Why don’t you ever see Santa in the hospital?  

     [Because he has private elf care!] 

How do you know if Santa is real?  

     [You can sense his presents.] 

What’s every parent’s favorite Christmas Carol?  

     [Silent Night] 

What’s the difference between the Christmas 

alphabet and the ordinary alphabet?  

     [The Christmas alphabet has No-els] 

What do you call a broke Santa?  

     [Saint Nickel-less] 

 

How is Christmas exactly like your job? You do all the work and some fat guy in a suit gets all the credit!      3 



Jolly Gingerbread 
By Ava Kasdorf 

 

    Gingerbread is a popular festive treat known around 

the world, usually made during Christmas, such as 

gingerbread cookies and gingerbread houses. It appeared 

in ancient Greek and Egyptian times, where they used it 

for ceremonial purposes. It traveled to Europe when the 

11th century Crusades brought back ginger from the 

Middle East.  

     An early recipe of gingerbread consisted of stale bread 

crumbs, ground almonds, rosewater, sugar, and of course, 

ginger. The dough was then pressed into a mold. When 

they were molded, some would be in the shape of a 

storyboard that told the news of the day, bearing the 

likeness of new kings, emperors, and queens, or religious 

symbols. The cookie would be decorated with edible gold 

paint for people who could afford it at the time, or flat 

white icing to bring out the details. 

     Later, in the 16th century, the bread crumbs were 

replaced with flour, plus eggs and sweeteners were 

added. The first gingerbread in Europe came from Queen 

Elizabeth I, who visited dignitaries and presented them 

with one baked in their own likeness. Gingerbread that 

was tied with a ribbon was popular at fairs, and when 

gifted to another was a token of love. Fun fact, before 

refrigeration was invented, strong-smelling gingerbread 

would be crumbled and sprinkled onto raw, decaying 

meat to cover the rotting smell. 

      Gingerbread today is baked sweet with many other 

ingredients. It can be any shape and size and is often 

baked crisp and thin.  

     My personal experience when making these cookies 

was very fun and easy, and it’s definitely a great festive 

treat for the holidays. Baking them at home was simple 

and it was fun to decorate them with icing and sprinkles. 

I brought a box of the delicious cookies to journalism 

class and all of the reporters said they were chewy and 

soft! 

     Gingerbread Cookie Recipe 
 6 cups all-purpose flour  

 1 tablespoon baking powder 

 1 tablespoon ground ginger 

 1 teaspoon ground nutmeg 

 1 teaspoon ground cloves 

 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

 1 cup shortening,                                 

melted and cooled slightly 

 1 cup molasses 

 1 cup packed brown sugar 

 ½ cup water 

 1 egg  

 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
 

Step 1 - Sift together the flour, baking powder, 

ginger, nutmeg, cloves, and cinnamon; set aside. 
 

Step 2 - In a medium bowl, mix together the 

shortening, molasses, brown sugar, water, egg, and 

vanilla until smooth. Gradually stir in the dry 

ingredients, until they are completely absorbed. 

Divide dough into three pieces, pat down to 1 1/2 

inch thickness, wrap in plastic wrap, and 

refrigerate for at least 3 hours. 
 

Step 3 - Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F (175 

degrees C). On a lightly floured surface, roll the 

dough out to 1/4 inch thickness. Cut into desired 

shape like a gingerbread man, Christmas tree, 

Santa hat, or standard cookie shape. Place cookies 

1 inch apart onto an ungreased cookie sheet. 
 

Step 4 - Bake for 10 to 12 minutes in the 

preheated oven. When the cookies are done, they 

will look dry, but will be soft to the touch. 

Remove from the baking sheet to cool on wire 

racks. When cool, the cookies can be frosted with 

the icing of your choice. One example is to outline 

the cookie with white icing and fill it in with 

colored icing.  
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What does a 

gingerbread man 

put on his bed? 

A cookie sheet! 

 

Knock, knock. 

   Who’s there? 

Icy. 

   Icy who? 

Icy you! 

 

 

Christmas Light Parade 
By Keziah Simons 

 

 
 

     Some of you may know this, but if you didn’t, the 

community of Kenai had a parade on November 26th 

called the Christmas Light Parade. In this parade, there 

were many different businesses and groups, and one of  

those groups was the KCHS Marching Band! The 

parade went from the Senior Center to the Visitor 

Center. It only lasted about 30 minutes but it was very 

cold!  The marching band played a new piece in the 

parade called “Adeste Fideles.” 

     “The parade went well, but the cold created 

difficulties for the woodwind and brass players,” said 

Colorguard Sierra Chapman. She also commented that 

“the hand warmers we got were nice because it was 

freezing cold and the sub-zero temperature was not 

pleasant.” 

     Another thought from one of the clarinet players, 

Serenity Hickman, was, “It was actually really good!” 

When I interviewed some people that were watching 

the parade, they all thought that the KCHS marching 

band did a fantastic job and they loved the music! 

     If you missed seeing the marching band this time, 

hopefully you will get to see them next time! Great 

job, KCHS marching band! 

 

Santa’s Seasonal Scramble 

By Makenzie Harden 

 

 

Snowy Sillies 
By Ava Kasdorf 

 

  What do snowmen call their offspring?  

       Chill-dren 
 

  What falls in the winter but never gets hurt?   

       Snow 
 

  How do mountains stay warm? 

       They put on their snowcaps. 
 

  What do you call it when a snowman throws a  

       temper tantrum?     A meltdown 
 

  Where do snowmen put their money?   

       Snowbanks 
 

  Why did the girl keep her trumpet out in the  

       snow?     She liked playing cool jazz. 
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Christmas Classics to Binge     By Juliette Leonard 
 

The Grinch: The Grinch and his dog, 

Max, live by themselves inside a cave 

on a mountain. The Grinch hates 

Christmas though the people of 

Whoville love it. They celebrate the 

holidays with a lot of excitement. When 

the people of Whoville decide to 

celebrate Christmas louder and 

brighter, the Grinch snaps and decides to steal Christmas. 
 

Home Alone: A boy named Kevin 

McCallister acts out the night before 

the family trip to Paris. His mother 

makes him sleep in the attic. The 

McCallisters accidentally leave for 

the airport without Kevin. The family 

doesn’t realize until they are on the 

plane. Kevin’s family struggles to get 

back home, while Kevin is back home trying to protect 

his house from two robbers. 
 

Home Alone 2: Kevin McCallister loses his dad in the 

airport and gets on the wrong flight. Kevin is headed to 

New York while the rest of his family is going to Florida. 

Kevin's family does not find out 

Kevin is not there until it’s time to 

collect their baggage. When Kevin 

finds out he’s in New York, he gets 

himself a room at the Plaza Hotel and 

has a blast, while his family is trying 

to find out where Kevin is. Kevin 

runs into the same two robbers from 

the last time and spends the rest of his 

time in New York running from them. Kevin manages to 

get the robbers put away. When his family finds him they 

spend all Christmas in the hotel. 
 

Elf: Buddy grew up thinking he was 

an elf, but later on he finds out he is 

adopted and is not an elf. He learns 

that his mom is dead but his dad is in 

New York, so he sets out to find him. 

When he does, his dad does not 

believe him and kicks him out of his 

office. He keeps trying until his dad 

finally believes him after a DNA test 

proves it. Walter (his dad) attempts to have a relationship 

with his son, but it only causes more chaos.  
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National Lampoon's Christmas 

Vacation: Clark Griswold wants 

to have a perfect Christmas with 

his family, so he bothers his 

wife and kids to make sure 

everything goes perfectly, 

especially the decorations and 

the tree. Everything ends up 

going sideways. Clark's cousin Eddie and his 

family show up and start living there in their 

camper. 
 

The Nightmare Before Christmas: Jack Skelton 

discovers magical doors, but when he opens one 

with a Christmas tree on the 

front, he is sucked inside. 

When he is inside he discovers 

a magical town where they are 

celebrating Christmas. Once 

he gets back to his Halloween 

town, he tells everyone what 

he saw and they decide to take 

over Christmas. They terrorize the people with their 

presents and ruin Christmas. Jack saves Santa and 

Sally from Oogie Boogie, and once they let Santa 

go he saves Christmas. 
 

A Christmas Carol: Ebenezer 

Scrooge is visited by his business 

partner who recently passed and 

is warned that the spirits of the 

past, present, and future will visit 

him. The spirits show him what 

has been, what is, and what will 

be if he does not change. 
  
Ernest Saves Christmas: Santa sets out to find his 

replacement when he runs into Ernest, a taxi driver, 

and on their way to Joe, who is the replacement, 

they meet a girl. Harmony is a runaway who helps 

Santa and Ernest while also 

causing some trouble. Santa 

struggles to convince Joe to 

be the new Santa, and 

Harmony steals Santa’s magic 

gift bag. Joe finally gives in 

and agrees to be Santa. 

Harmony calls her parents and 

returns Santa’s bag. 
     (continued on page 7) 

 



S’more Movies 

to Binge 
(continued from page 6) 

 

 
A Charlie Brown Christmas: 

Charlie Brown is not feeling the 

Christmas spirit. Lucy says he 

should direct the Christmas play to 

get into the holiday spirit. The 

Christmas play needs a Christmas 

tree, so Charlie Brown gets one. 

Everyone makes fun of Charlie 

Brown’s tiny Christmas tree, until 

the meaning of Christmas saves the 

day once again. 

 

 
A Christmas Story:  

Ralphie Parker, a little boy, wants a 

“Red Ryder air rifle” for Christmas. 

He spends most of the movie trying 

to convince his parents to get him 

one. Ralphie ends up beating up the 

school bully and his little brother 

gets their mom, who pulls Ralphie 

off and brings him back home. 

Ralphie knows he is in trouble once 

his dad gets home, and so does his 

brother, who hides in a cabinet 

worried about his brother. Their 

mom saves Ralphie by making it 

sound like no big deal, and Ralphie 

gets what he wants for Christmas in 

the end. 

IN-side the IN Room 
By Lily Buffington 

 

 
 

     You probably haven’t met the Intensive Needs aides, so I’ll tell you 

all you need to know about them! We have three IN aides named Misty 

Mosquito, Rosemarie Meza, and Shalom Wingster; there is also one IN 

teacher, Mrs. Cruickshank. Three out of four of these teachers are also 

parents to some of our KMS students.  

     Misty became an IN aide because she loves working with smaller 

groups of kids. She said, “You get a closer relationship in a smaller 

group.” A normal day for Misty is helping with reading, language arts, 

and math, all of the regular school subjects. Students also learn how to do 

real life jobs. Her favorite part of working as an IN aide is when they go 

swimming because everyone’s having fun. 

     Shalom became an IN aide because she has personal experience with 

one of her own daughters. Her daughter had a difficult time learning 

school skills, so Shalom stayed at home with her daughter and started 

from scratch so she could learn the school skills. Shalom never knows 

what to expect when working as an IN aide. She said, “I’ve come to 

realize I have to be flexible.” Her favorite part of the day is the morning 

when she gets to teach language arts and math, because it’s more one on 

one. 

     Rosemarie became an IN aide because years ago she had to help her 

daughter with her granddaughter and she grew to really like what she was 

doing.  As an IN aide, every day is exciting; she said, “Every day is a new 

day and it makes the job fun.” Being around the students is her favorite 

part of being an IN aide because it gives her energy. 

     Being an IN aide seems like tough, never-ending work, but it seems to 

have some really great perks! 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
 

“It is only when we take chances, then our lives improve. 
The initial and the most difficult risk that we need  

to take is to become honest.” - Walter Anderson 
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Magnificent Madison 
By Makenzie Harden 

 

 
 

     Madison Davenport is an 8th 

grader at KMS. She has quite a big 

family, including two brothers and 

three sisters, so five siblings in total, 

and two dogs! She gets along with her 

siblings for the most part. Her dogs are 

named Cedar and Marco; one is a 

pitbull mix and the other is some sort 

of lab mix. 

     Madison has very cool hobbies 

such as Jiu Jitsu, reading, and crafting. 

She started Jiu Jitsu last February and 

really enjoys it. She has always liked 

to do things she can do by herself, 

which is one of the reasons she likes 

crafting and reading. Her favorite 

class is algebra, because she enjoys 

working with numbers and once she 

gets the hang of the math she really 

enjoys it. Madison’s best friends are 

Kaden Bee and Abigail Perry; both are 

in 8th grade. She met Kaden in Bethel 

in 6th grade and met Abby a few 

months ago at church! 

     Madison has very cool dreams for 

her future, such as going to Austria or 

Germany and owning a bakery! She 

has always liked to bake, so owning a 

bakery would be fun for her. Her Oma 

grew up in Austria and Germany, so 

she would really like to go there and 

just see where her family is from. 

     Madison is overall a very creative, 

kind, hard working person, and you 

should definitely say hi if you see her 

in the halls or in class. She most likely 

will be reading a book, so just make 

sure you don’t disrupt her too much! 
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Brilliant Brett 

By Caroline Karpik 
 

 
 

     Brett Sturman is a seventh 

grader who enjoys playing 

sports and is very active. He 

was born in Anchorage in 2008. 

He lives with his mom, dad, and 

his brothers Colby and Gage. 

His favorite things to do with 

them are going on road trips 

and playing board games. They 

also love Just Dance. He has 

two dogs; one is very energetic 

and the other is old. 

     Brett is a super athletic 

person who plays basketball, 

baseball, football, and soccer! 

He plans to be a baseball or 

football player when he’s older 

because they make a lot of 

money and become famous. 

One of his hobbies is cross-

stitch. He says he likes it 

because he can make all sorts of 

things whether they’re big or 

small. 

     He hangs out with his 

friends a lot. He likes to have 

sleepovers, play video games, 

and just hang out with 

them. Some of his friends are 

Carter, Eli, Miles, Riel, Jordan, 

Kyron, John, and Kimber.  

     One really cool thing about 

Brett is that he has traveled to 

45 out of 50 states! Now that 

you know a lot of cool stuff 

about Brett, you should say hi 

to him if you see him in the 

halls! 

 

Light-the-Lamp Luke 

By Mason Vermette 
 

 
 

     Luke Nikalous Larsen is a 6th 

grader who loves hockey and was 

born on April 19, 2010. He has a 

brother Silas, a sister Brooklyn, and 

his mom and dad. His favorite 

sibling is his brother Silas because 

his sister annoys him. Luke has two 

dogs, two cats, and a guinea pig. His 

dogs’ names are Lumyn and Blister, 

his cats’ names are Smokey and 

Luna, and his guinea pig’s name is 

Bambee.  

     Luke’s favorite sport is hockey, 

and he plays for Kenai Peninsula Ice 

Hawks as a center. He likes hockey 

because it's fun and he has been 

playing it his whole life since he was 

four years old. His favorite hockey 

player is Connor McDavid for the 

Edmonton Oilers because he is 

insanely cracked and he has a good 

mindset. Luke’s dream job is to play 

in the NHL for the Toronto Maple 

Leafs because he enjoys hockey and 

wants to play competitively.  

     Luke’s favorite hobby other than 

hockey is video games. His favorite 

game is NHL 21. His favorite app is 

YouTube because it's entertaining to 

watch hockey and funny videos. 

     Luke’s favorite vacation was 

when he went to Minnesota because 

he was in a lot of hockey games 

there, and he had a lot of friends 

with him. 

 
Check out Luke with his team’s 

enormous 1st place hockey trophy 

on page 12! 

 



Superb Students of the Month     By Isaiah Dirks 
 

     Hey, did you ever wonder how those students of the month were picked? I think it’s rigged, judging by their 

socks or the color of their hair! It might be that they give their teachers cookies after class. Wait, it’s their hard 

work and their grades? It’s still rigged... but here they are, the SOM’s for September and October! 

 

8th Grade 
 

 
Thaddeus Lingenfelter 

 

 
Aiden Abraham, Tania Boonstra 

 

 
Vail Coots, Logan Myers,  

Luke Cole, Rylee Drake,  

Willow Graham, Mylee Yeoman 

 

*     *     * 

“Don’t ignore 

your own 

potential.” 

7th Grade 
 

 
Eli Smith, Katalla Tomrdle 

 

 
Alan Hack, Jessie Johnson 

 

 
Clayton Brown, Ruby Davis,  

Miles Metteer, 
 

 
Angelina Bond, Presley Novak 

6th Grade 

 

 
Indigo Erikson, Ethan Herrmann 

 

 
Jamie Curren, Carson Cramer 

 

 
Eli Pancoast, Oscar Marcou 

 

 
Jaedyn Chunn, Tanner Gregory 

 

 

“Stay away from those people who try to disparage your ambitions. Small minds will always do 
that, but great minds will give you a feeling that you can become great too.” - Mark Twain 
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 A-Team Girls Basketball 
By Savannah Hershberger 

 

 
 

     This year's basketball season was great! At the 

beginning of intramurals, a ton of girls tried out. 

Intramurals ran from October 4 - 22. The competitive 

season started on October 25 (the day after tryouts) and 

ended December 11th.  

     After tryouts, coaches chose the teams and the girls A 

team came out to 13 girls. During the season we played 

Aurora Borealis, Seward, Nikiski, Skyview 8th grade, 

Skyview 7th grade, and Homer, and then we competed in 

boroughs. The girls team has really pulled through and 

came out undefeated during the regular season. 

     In basketballs you go through many plays and 

positions. There are only five players at a time on the 

court. Depending on the play, you have three post and two 

guards, or maybe three guards and two post. The guards 

are normally a little shorter and they handle the ball the 

most, and they are also fast. The posts are tall and the 

guard passes the ball off to them.  For offense, we run 

plays like motion, triangle, press breaker, sideline, box 1, 

box 2, and three. Our defensive plays are press, zone or 

Jordan, and man defense.  

     Boroughs came and went. The girls had a bye so they 

only had to play one game until finals. The first game on 

Saturday was in Seward and we played Skyview 8th. We 

won that game. Then we had about 1 hour and 30 minutes 

until finals. For finals we played Seward; the first half we 

were doing great and it was a very close game. When the 

second half came, Seward pulled away and won boroughs, 

so Kenai came in second. We had a great season and a 

great team of girls, and in the end it was all worth it. 

 A-Team Boys Basketball 
By Reid Titus  

 

 
 

     This year's boys A-team basketball season was 

great, and this year's team was great. Our record 

was 4-2. We had around 40 kids and only 26 made 

a team. 

     On the last day of intramurals, at the end of the 

practice, everyone was really excited to see what 

team they were on. When people came back from 

the weekend, B-teams went to the Rec and the A-

team practice was at KMS. 

     Aurora Borealis was a good matchup. We lost 

by two, but we had only practiced five times and 

we ran our plays great. Skyview 8th was also a 

great matchup this year. We played very well, and 

ran our plays very well. Homer was another great 

matchup, and we also ran our plays great. We won 

by two in overtime. 

     For boroughs we played Homer first at Seward 

High School, and we won by one point. Trae made 

the game winning three pointer. We played the 

championship game at the middle school, against 

Skyview 8th in the finals, and we lost by three. But 

we played great! Some of our plays were cut away, 

cut two, 2-1-2, and high low. 
 

*     *     *  

“I’m not telling you 
it’s going to be easy, 

I’m telling you it’s 
going to be worth it.” 
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Tania Boonstra 

Evelyn Cooper 

Daniella Bennett  

Gracee Every  

Willow Graham 

Brynnen Hanson 

Savannah Hershberger 

Allie Hutchins 

Natalie James 

Katie Johnson 

Jordyn Litke 

Ellsi Miller 

McKenzie Spence 

Coach: Bailey Rodriguez  

Riel Castillo  

Carter Felchle  

Kaden Herrmann  

Alphonse Hoffman 

Josiah Holloway 

Miles Metteer  

Logan Meyers 

Trae Pitsch 

Eli Smith 

Daniel Steffensen 

Reid Titus 

Mason Tunseth 

Coach: Jacob Songer 

 
 



Basketball B-Teams 
By Bridger Begich 

 

     KMS had four basketball teams this year, and both 

B-teams had a great season lasting from October 25 to 

December 3. The B-team for boys basketball was very 

successful this year, ending the season with a record 

of 8-2.  

     Coach Rudy Villegas had his heart set on making 

the boys love the game, helping them get better, and 

teaching them to respect it.  I had the opportunity to 

speak with basketball player John Thomas. He said he 

was happy to play on the B-team because he played 

more than he would have on the A-team. John’s main  

 

and favorite position was point guard, so he learned 

how to call plays. Mason Butler and Jaxson Young 

were the ones allowed to shoot three pointers, but John 

said Mason was the best on the team for his three 

pointers. 

     The girls B-team was coached by the amazing 

coach Krista Sutton. I had the opportunity to speak 

with B-team basketball player Lily Buffington. She 

thought being on the B-team was exciting and she had 

wholesome experiences. Lily’s main and only position 

was point guard. She said she has learned how to ball 

handle and pass better. Lily thought the best player on 

the team was Kacey Cunningham, because of her 

fantastic defense and her speed with the ball. 
 

  
 

Girls B-Team 

Madeline Barrett 

Lily Buffington 

Sierra Chapman 

Aurora Cronk 

Kacey Cunningham 

Azilyn Hall 

 

Kimber Moore 

Daisy Samples 

Heidi-Kay Steele 

Elliot Stockton 

Kayani Whicker 

Sage Wilson 

Boys B-Team 

Aiden Abraham 

Jamel Barnes 

Mason Butler 

Miguel Castrellon 

Luke Cole 

Kyron Gonzalez 

Indiana Jones 

 

Jordan Kedem 

Blake Morris 

Levi Strong 

Brett Sturman 

Sailor Tallent 

John Thomas 

Jaxson Young 

 

Volleyball 

Preview 
By Savannah Hershberger 
 

     Volleyball is an exciting 

sport, and every year tons of 

girls try out! Volleyball intramurals starts after 

Christmas break on January 4, 2022 and intramurals 

ends on the 21st of January. The competitive season 

starts on the 24th, try out days are on the last few days 

of intramurals where the coaches will choose their 

teams. The competitive season ends on March 5th.  

     The team coaches are Mrs. Beck for 8th grade A 

team, Mrs. Vann for 7th grade A team, and Ms. Gann 

for the B team players. Normally, Mrs. Stotz-Mason 

coaches the girls 7th A team, but now she has a new  

baby to spend time with, so even though it’s sad for the 

volleyball teams, her baby is learning new stuff with 

her mom! 

     In volleyball you have a specific position, and there 

are six players on the court at a time. There is libero, 

who is in the back row. They have a different color of 

jersey and they are one of the players who gets the first 

touch, and they pass it to the setter. Setter gets the 

second hit and they set the ball up to the hitter. The next 

two positions are the hitters and most of the time they 

get the last touch to make the ball go over the net. Last 

is back row defensive specialist, who are similar to the 

libero and can also get the first touch.  

     There is so much to look forward to for this season 

of volleyball. I think this year’s volleyball season is 

going to be great and I know I can’t wait!  

(Hey, wrestling and XC skiing start in January too!)       11 
 



Not-So-Silent Night 
By Presley Novak  

 

     On December 10th, from 6-8 pm, KMS had an 

activity night. To get in the doors you needed to pay 

three cans or three dollars. We had 13 different 

activities, not including the snack shack, but the most 

popular activity was the dance, located in the library. 

Ms. McCown and Ms. Johnson manned the songs, and 

all the tables were moved so there was a huge open 

space for dancing. 

     Another popular activity was the cakewalk! It was 

held by the hot lunch line. Ms. Davis and Ms. Crouse 

played music and students walked in a circle. When 

the music stops, they call a number, and if the number 

is the one you're standing on, you get a sweet treat! 

They had cake, pumpkin bread, and donuts, but they 

ran out pretty quickly.  

     Face painting was also available, with Stella 

Selanoff, Ms. Rininger, and Ms. Vann doing the face 

painting. They had a variety of colors and stencils, and 

were located by the entrance of the commons. 

     War ball was definitely a popular choice, located in 

the downstairs wrestling room. Mr. Newton was the 

supervisor down there, and it was super stinky and 

sweaty.  

     We also had the snack shack, which technically 

isn't an activity, located in the hallway the lunch line 

uses. Ms. Carson, Ms. Chantel, and Ms. Stockton 

manned the station. They had soda, popcorn, licorice, 

ring pops, lollipops, and soft pretzels and cheese, to 

name a few. 

     If you wanted to snap a picture with your best 

friends, Mr. and Mrs. Gustkey had the photo booth, 

near the vending machines. They had a beautiful blue 

background, with balloons and streamers around it. 

Additionally, Mr. Gustkey also walked around and 

took photos. 

     I went to activity night, and overall, I had a blast! I 

danced with my friends, got cake, and took LOTS of 

pictures. My favorite, by far, was the dance. I had lots 

of fun dancing and singing with all my friends. We 

even made a huge circle with everyone and we were 

all dancing and jumping around! I will definitely go 

again to the next activity night! 
 

         
 

       
 

Friends and family having tons of fun at Activity Night! 
 

12                                            Luke Larsen celebrates the Ice Hawks winning1st place! 



Opinion-8-ed 
By Avery Atwood 

 

“How do you feel about pickup lines?” 
 

Alex Parks- “They are funny.” 

Erin Koppes- “They’re either decent or just 

downright cringe.” 

Isaiah Dirks- “It works every time on the 

women.” 

Sophia Ensley- “They are funny and cheesy.” 

Alicia Perez- “They are alright I guess.” 

Abigail Perry- “Pickup lines have a time and 

place but most of the time they are funny.” 

Kayani Whicker- “Pickup lines are cringy.” 

Otto Rodrigues- “Opposite effect, makes you 

look like a forever-single, social life destroyer. So 

they are horrible overall.” 

Lylah Smith- “They are ok, but not funny and 

cheesy instead.” 

Aurora Cronk- “Don’t. Just don’t. No one will 

answer.” 

Aminah Azlan- “I like most of them.” 

Lacie Sorhus- “They’re ok.” 

Allie Hutchins- “They’re absolutely terrible and I 

don’t recommend using them.” 

Jasmine Brady- “It’s funny when friends try them 

on you.” 

Ms. Vollom- “You mean answering a phone?” 

Sye Stacey- “Ok.” 

Shelby Wong- “I mean pickup lines are cool even 

when a guy tries it on you.” 

Juliette Leonard- “I think pickup lines are funny.” 

Sailor Tallent- “You should probably not use 

them, it’s for the best.” 

Peyton Cole- “I think they’re funny.” 

Kori Washington- “I 

don’t care.” 

Madeline Barrett- 

“Cringe.” 

Noah Hallam- “IDK.” 

Damien Rodriguez- 

“They’re immature.” 

Katie Johnson- “I don’t 

know.” 

Mr. Lyke- “Picking up 

litter is an important 

civic responsibility.” 

 

Pickup Lines 
By Avery Atwood 

 

My name is Microsoft, can I crash at your place tonight? 

Are you a bank loan? Because you have all my interest. 

If you were a cat, I’d spend all nine of 

my lives with you. 

Are you a camera? Because every time I 

look at you I smile. 

If Covid-19 doesn’t take you out, can I? 

Is your name wifi? Because I’m feeling a connection. 

You’re like a Sharpie, super fine. 

No paper, no pen, but you still draw my attention. 

Life without you is like a broken pencil, 

pointless. 

Are you an overdue book? Because you 

have “fine” written all over you. 

Are you Google? Because you have 

everything I’m looking for. 

Are you Starbucks? Because I like you a latte. 

If girls were boogers, I’d pick you first. 

Even if there wasn’t gravity on Earth, I’d still fall for 

you. 

Are you a beaver? Cuz, dam! 

I’m placing you on the endangered species list, because 

you’re one of a kind. 

My love for you is like diarrhea, I can’t hold it in. 

Do you have a name? Or can I call you mine? 

Do you have a map? Because I keep getting lost in your 

eyes. 

If you were a vegetable, you’d be a cutecumber. 

Is your name Dunkin? Because I donut want to spend 

another day without you. 

Are you http? Because without you I’m 

just ://. 

My doctor says I’m lacking vitamin U. 

This may be cheesy, but I think you’re 

grate. 

If you were a library book, I’d never bring you back. 

Your hand looks heavy, can I hold it for you? 

Hey, tie your shoes! I don’t want you falling for anyone 

else. 

Do you play soccer? Because you’re a keeper. 

Are you a keyboard? Because you’re just my type. 

I’d never play hide and seek with you because someone 

like you is impossible to find. 

Do you know if there’s any police around? Because I’m 

about to steal your heart. 

Can I follow you? Because my mom told me to follow 

my dreams.                                                                  13 
 



The Monkey Family 
By Isaiah Dirks 

 

     Monkeys live all over the 

world on four continents in 

places such as rainforests, 

and some like baboons live 

mostly on the ground in 

grasslands or rocky areas. 

     Monkeys come in various 

shapes, sizes, and colors. For 

example, the smallest 

monkey in the world is the Pygmy marmoset, while the 

biggest monkey is the Mandrill. Monkeys are primates, so 

they are very similar to humans and are very intelligent.  

     When you go to the zoo, the most common monkeys you 

will find are the geladas and golden monkeys. The monkey 

family is full of wild animals with some crazy names, such as 

the proboscis monkey, emperor tamarin, baboons, golden 

snub-nosed monkey, bald uakari, and the vervet monkey. 

     Monkeys are social animals, which means they talk to their 

monkey pals when they are in groups called tribes, troops, 

missions, or cartloads. Monkeys communicate with one 

another and work together to take care of the younger 

monkeys in their monkey group.  

     When a tribe needs a leader, they will usually pick the 

biggest and strongest male monkey. When the leader monkey 

is chosen, he will mate with multiple females to make their 

tribe bigger. When a baby monkey is born, the mother will be 

the one that takes care of it, but if the monkeys are 

monogamous, both parents will take care of the baby. 

     Here are some of the things monkeys do. If a monkey tribe 

starts to lack food, female monkeys will stop mating until they 

feel better or they are in better circumstances. Even after they 

are feeling healthier, they still only produce babies every one 

to two years.  

     There are some cool monkeys out there, and in my opinion 

they are some of the best animals! 

The Monkey Games 
By Klairah Ross 

 

     So Kenai Middle, I 

have some big news for 

you! We have our very 

own Squid Games, 

although we call it 

Monkey Games, and it 

isn’t as gory. Kobi 

Rodgers decided to start 

it, but everyone who 

signed up didn’t know 

what they were signing 

up for. He just asked a bunch of his friends to 

sign the paper and wouldn’t tell us why.  

     Monkey Games started with about 25 

players and after the first task of drawing a 

banana and not coloring it we were left with 

about 12 players. The next task is rock paper 

scissors, which is literally just a game of rock 

paper scissors. He is just going to gather us all 

up and we are going to play rock paper 

scissors.  He wants to have about 6 or 7 games 

but that is just the plan. If they don’t get that 

many games they are just going to play until 

there is one player.  

     Kobi says he didn’t have actual inspiration 

for the Monkey Games, but according to him, 

“I just came to school and it popped in my 

head!” The prize for winning the Monkey 

Games is being 4th in command. Lincoln 

Merchant is second in command, and Miles 

Metteer is third. I don’t know if it’s just me, 

but that doesn’t sound very rewarding.  

     (P.S. Mason Tunseth, Kobi wants you to 

know, “Something bad is going to happen!”) 
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       Sources of Strength    By Juliette Leonard  
 

     In November, the Sources of Strength club had a competition for the advisories to 

see who could bring in the most toiletry items, like toothpaste, shampoo, socks, water 

bottles, snacks, chapstick, and gloves. The goal was 50 bags, but we surpassed the 

goal and ended up with 25 extras that were made into blessing bags in ziplock bags. 

Some canvas bags were donated by Safe Kids, and Madison Davenport sewed some 

bags. Nurse Dixie and the SOS club members organized all of the donations.  The 

bags were delivered to Kenai Alternative High School, the Peninsula Food Bank, and 

the Office of Child Services. Ms. Vollom, Mrs. Newton, and Mrs. Tews’ advisory 

classes won the Sources of Strength competition by bringing in the most items! 
 



Hair Today,  
Gone Tomorrow 

By Presley Novak 
 

     There are many different types 

of hair styles, from long hair, to 

pixie cuts, mullets, and even buzz 

cuts! For many, hair is a way to 

express yourself. A huge part of it 

is also how you want to be 

perceived. Some haircuts are more 

masculine, some more feminine, 

and some are just neutral. Hair is a 

huge part of how you want to be 

seen by peers, and your overall 

style. 

     Often, hair styles match your 

overall style. People who have 

longer hair may dress more 

feminine, while people with shorter 

hair tend to dress more masculine. 

Of course, there are always 

exceptions! 

     Hair is also an important part of 

culture. For example, in Native 

American culture, long hair is a 

sign of strong cultural identity. You 

usually only cut your hair if you 

had a huge loss, like losing a family 

member, or a traumatic event.  

     Hair also changes with 

ethnicity. White people’s hair tend 

to be straighter and thinner, while 

people of color have curlier and 

thicker hair.  

     Andre Walker, the hairdresser 

of Oprah Winfrey, created a hair 

classification system called the 

Andre Walker Hair Typing System, 

in which hair is classified into four 

types. Type one is straight hair, 

type two is wavy, type three is 

curly, and four is hair with very 

tight curls. For hair texture they use 

the letters a, b, and c. You combine 

the letters and numbers for your 

hair type, 1a being soft, shiny, and 

easy to style, and 4c being the most 

tightly coiled and difficult to style.  

     There are many different hair 

styles as well. Some are newer, like 

wolf cuts, while others are back 

from the past, like mullets, and 

some just stay in the past, like rat 

tails! Girls at KMS tend to have 

longer hair, while boys have 

mullets and undercuts. Some kids 

have hair down to their shoulders, 

while others have almost none at 

all! Some stick with their natural 

hair color, while others go for more 

vibrant options, such as blue, pink, 

or green!  Some people even dye 

their hair natural colors. 

     Josiah Foglia, a 6th grader who 

prefers his hair longer, said “I just 

think it's cooler, and I don’t really 

look good with short hair.” Josiah 

had his hair long as a child, but after 

his mom cut it he realized he 

preferred it longer. He often just 

wears it down, but sometimes he’ll 

put it in a bun or ponytail.  

     Another 6th grader, Alex 

Grundberg, is Native, so having 

long hair is really important to him. 

Plus, “Short hair just isn’t really 

cool,” he stated. He doesn’t wear it 

in any certain hairstyle, just 

preferring it to be down. 

     A 7th grader, Clay Guthrie, who 

has short hair, said “Short hair 

looks better, and long hair is 

yucky.” Clay enjoys his hair 

shorter, and hates how long hair 

sticks to your shoulders. “It takes 

less time to style and looks cooler 

when it gets fluffy.” 
 

 

 
 

     An 8th grader, Madeline 

Barrett, has more of a mullet. She 

says, “I don’t like it short and I 

needed a change.” She enjoys her 

hair longer and just felt like cutting 

it, so she did. She didn’t really have 

an idea of what she wanted, just 

that she felt like it. 

     For many people, hair is part of 

who they are. Hair is an important 

part of your identity and it’s so 

important to express yourself and 

experiment with your style! 
 

*     *     *   

I used to dislike my hair… 

     But it’s growing on me. 
 

What’s the bird trainer's favorite 

hairstyle?     A mo-hawk. 
 

What do you call Italian cheese 

with curly hair?     Perm-esan. 
 

Why do bees have sticky hair?  

     They use honeycombs. 
 

What do mummies put in their 

hair?     Scare spray. 
 

Why do hairstylists frequent the 

gym?     They love doing curls. 
 

What do you call a cow’s facial 

hair?     A moo-stache. 
 

Someone said to me that my hair 

gel looked like snot. 

     I replied: “No! It’s not!” 
 

Why couldn’t the two strands of 

hair remain friends? 

     They reached a split end.   15 
 



Radical Research 
By Radlei Curtiss 

 

     Recently, Mr. Lyke’s language arts class turned in a research paper that took 

nearly a month to prepare. The reason it took so long was because the students 

could choose any topic (school appropriate) to research. Mr. Lyke gave the 

students this option because he feels that writing a research paper is extremely 

difficult, and giving the students the freedom to choose their own subject makes 

it better. 
 

Avery Atwood: Blobfish  

A blobfish is a deep sea fish that inhabits the deep 

waters off the coasts of mainland Australia and 

Tasmania, as well as the waters of New Zealand. The 

blobfish holds the title of world's ugliest animal, and 

this isn’t me being biased, it is actually the world’s 

ugliest animal. Avery originally wanted to write an 

essay about the axolotl but after seeing a picture of a 

blobfish she decided to change her topic.  
 

Taighen Tsosie: 47 Ronin Incident   

The 47 Ronin is a group of samurai that were 

dishonored for having no master. Their master was 

killed due to assaulting another ruler of Edo Japan, 

so the story is about revenge. Taighen decided on 

this interesting subject because he watched a movie 

about it with his dad and thought it was fascinating.  
 

Erin Koppes: Zodiac Signs  

In astronomy, the zodiac is the band of sky along which the paths of the sun, 

the moon, and the planets appear to move. This is what people are referring to 

when they talk about their zodiac sign (or star sign or often just sign). Erin 

wanted to research zodiac signs because they didn’t know much about them.  
 

Isaiah Dirks: Graffiti Art  

Graffiti is writing or drawings made on a wall or other surface, usually without 

permission and within public view. Graffiti ranges from simple written words 

to elaborate wall paintings, and has existed since ancient times, with examples 

dating back to ancient Egypt. Isaiah wanted to learn about graffiti because he 

knew how to do it but wanted to learn more about its origin.  
 

Radlei Curtiss: The Large Hadron Collider  

The Large Hadron Collider is a nearly seventeen mile long particle accelerator. 

To sum up what a Hadron Collider does, it accelerates particles. Two beams of 

particles called hadrons (these are either protons or lead ions) are sent hurtling 

around the ring in opposite directions. They travel close to the speed of light at 

very high energies, and are “encouraged” to collide. I chose to research the 

Hadron Collider because I have been quite interested in particle physics since I 

was about twelve years old. 
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By Alex Parks  

 

     STEM stands for Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Mathematics. Approximately 90 

public school districts in the United States have 

STEM programs. And one will be coming to KMS 

this school year! Next semester, STEM will be one 

of the elective choices. Mrs. Stotz-Mason will be 

teaching this class. 

     STEM teaches science in biology, physics, 

chemistry, and other scientific skills, such as 

collaboration, research, critical thinking, 

experimentation, exploration, and discovery. 

STEM helps you develop your interest in, and 

understanding of, the living, material, and physical 

fields of science. 

     STEM teaches creativity and divergent 

thinking along fundamental fields. It provides 

motivation and inspiration to students to develop 

new technologies and ideas. STEM has a focus on 

practice and creating something new, and students 

get to learn from information based assignments. 

     STEM also teaches many types of engineering: 

civil, chemical, computer, electrical, electronics & 

communications, industrial, and mechanical. 

STEM class assignments in these fields focus on 

creating realistic new technologies. 

     Finally, STEM teaches mathematics, including 

logical thinking, reasoning, and problem solving. 

Mathematics is the most important factor of 

STEM, as mathematics is the base of everything 

else. 

     At our school the STEM class will focus on 

critical thinking. The STEM teachers will include 

a large challenge that you will solve. You will then 

improve on that answer over and over again to 

perfection. Mrs. Stotz-Mason is looking forward 

to teaching you the massively important skills of 

STEM! 

     Many people who participate in STEM courses 

become Scientists, Mechanics, Engineers, and 

Mathematicians, and they usually get higher 

paying jobs that they enjoy more! 

Phenomenal Freeman 
By Taighen Tsosie 

 

     Morgan Freeman is 84 years 

old, and his most famous movie 

is The Shawshank Redemption. 

He is most noticeable for his 

voice and how he looks. 

     Morgan was the fourth child 

in his family, and he was born in 

Memphis, Tennessee in 1937. 

While Morgan was still an infant, 

he was sent to his grandmother’s 

home in Charleston, Mississippi. 

     Morgan’s grandma died when 

he was just six years old. After his grandma died, he spent 

time with his mom traveling to Chicago, Illinois; 

Nashville, Tennessee; and finally Greenwood, 

Mississippi. 

     Morgan was forced to start his acting career in junior 

high school as part of his punishment, due to trying to get 

attention from a girl named Barbra by pulling the chair she 

was sitting on. “Dadgummit, I’m chosen as best actor. All 

because I pulled that chair out from under Barbara,” said 

Morgan. 

     Morgan was good at acting but his dream was to be a 

fighter pilot, so after he graduated high school he enlisted 

in the Air Force. Later on in the Air Force, Morgan didn’t 

become a fighter pilot because his limit was a mechanic 

and radar technician. Morgan waited until he was released, 

then he went to Hollywood to discover if he really had a 

talent for acting.  

     His success came in slowly but surely, and he later took 

acting classes and gained a little more experience. When 

Morgan went to New York in the sixties, he looked for 

auditions while working day jobs. When he went to his 

first audition, he was cast in Hello Dolly. That gave him a 

good-humored feeling when he would act.  

     As Morgan kept getting more famous and noticed, he 

had huge career success. As he grew more famous, he 

bought and piloted his 38-foot yacht through the 

Caribbean and the North Atlantic. Morgan had a 30-year 

acting career; “I had a career for 30 years; a 30-year career 

is not bad. I often think I’m probably lucky that I wasn't a 

wild success early on, coming up through the 1970s. I 

could have very easily burned out,” he said. Morgan is 

most known for his voice and appearance, and he is also 

in many other popular movies. 
 

  Source: www.hellomagazine.com/profiles/morgan-freeman/ 
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Genshin Impact 
By Erin/Olivia Koppes 

 

     Genshin Impact is an action role-play game 

developed and published by Chinese company 

miHoYo. In terms of lore, the game is very much an 

early game and has been around for a little over a year.  

     The plot of the game is that you, the traveler, fell 

asleep for thousands of years after a fight with an 

unknown god, before waking up in another world 

called Teyvat, where you begin your journey to find 

your sibling.  

     Teyvat consists of seven nations called Mondstadt, 

Liyue, Inazuma, Sumeru, Fontaine, Natlan, and 

Sneznaya. Each nation is ruled by a god of one of the 

seven elements: Anemo, Geo, Electro, Dendro, Hydro, 

Pyro, and Cryo. The game is still in development, as 

only three of the seven nations are released in the 

game: Mondstadt, Liyue, and Inazuma so far. 

     Archon quests are what carry you through the three 

nations, and once you finish each chapter for that 

nation you move on to the next. As of right now, once 

you finish the Inazuma quests, you're left with events, 

hangout events with playable characters, world quests, 

boss fights, domains, and daily commissions. 

     As I write this, the current event released, 

“Shadows Amidst Snowstorms,” actually gives a lot 

of lore for a certain character, one of  the Mondstadt 

alchemists, Albedo, also known as the Kreideprinz, 

who is a synthetic human created by alchemy.  
 

 
 

     Now, this event is limited and will be gone by the 

time this article is published, but I cannot spoil this 

event by much. If you must know more, there’s plenty 

more online, but this event really shows how 

phenomenal miHoYo can be with their stories, 

especially in events. 

     One of the cutscenes really shows how 

mesmerizing and complex miHoYo’s animation can 

be. People on the internet even believe some events are 

18     better than the archon quests. 

     For every big update, new events are released along 

with a limited character banner who is featured in the 

event going on at the time. Character banners are a part 

of the Genshin gacha system where you can use in-

game currency called primogems to wish for 

characters or weapons. A single pull is 160 gems, 

while ten pull costs 1600. When you make a ten pull, 

you are guaranteed a four-star. Weapons are ranked 

from one to five stars.  

     Meanwhile, playable characters are either four stars 

or five stars; five stars are the rarest. The probability 

of getting a five star slowly increases as you wish. This 

system is called pity; your pity builds up the more you 

wish then restarts once you get a five star. Now, of 

course, it is possible to get a five star with very little 

pity, if luck is in your favor!  

     There are three types of banners. For the Starter 

banner, once you join the game you get ten free 

wishes, eight of which you can use on the Starter 

banner for a guaranteed four star character, Noelle on 

your first ten pull. 

     Character Event Wish banner includes a character 

from the event that is going on during that time. These 

banners are limited and only last for as long as the 

event is going on. As I write this, miHoYo released 

two limited five star characters, as both of them were 

featured as important characters in the “Shadows 

Amidst Snowstorms” event, Eula Lawrence (Cryo) 

and Albedo (Geo) known as the “Kreideprinz.”  
 

 
 

     They will not be available by the time this article is 

published, however, it is not unlikely that one of the 

two will get a second re-run eventually, as they were 

fairly popular characters and have had a run 

previously. 

     The Standard Wish is sometimes referred to as the 

“permanent banner.” This banner contains all 

unlimited weapons and characters. The characters 

featured on the front of the banner are three five star  
(continued on page 19) 

 



Genshin Impact 
(continued from page 18) 

 

characters out of the five on the 

banner. All five star characters you 

can get on this banner include 

Keqing (Electro), Mona (Hydro), 

Qiqi (Cryo), Jean (Anemo), and 

Diluc (Pyro). 
 

 
 

     Each character is assigned to a 

weapon, sword, catalyst, claymore, 

bow, or polearm. Various weapons 

are available on every wishing 

banner. You can make weapons 

more powerful by leveling them up 

and ascending them with domain 

rewards or mob droppings. You can 

use weapons on characters to make 

them stronger for combat.  

     Overall, I highly recommend 

giving Genshin Impact a try, 

especially if you’re interested in 

action role-playing and adventure-

like games, and if you like 

mesmerizing views and have lots of 

storage space. 

 

*     *     * 
 

“We cannot solve 

problems with the 

kind of thinking we 

employed when we 

came up with them.” 

- Albert Einstein 

 

“Stop being afraid  

of what could go wrong  

and start being excited  

for what could go right.” 
 

My Chemical Romance 
By Presley Novak 

 

     My Chemical Romance is an 

American rock band. The band has 

four members: Gerard Way as lead 

vocalist, Mikey Way as bass guitarist, 

Ray Toro as lead guitarist, and Frank 

Lero as rhythm guitarist.  

     They all grew up in New Jersey, 

and not in the best areas. Ray grew up 

near a river where they pulled out 

bodies several times over the years, 

and they all weren’t allowed to go 

outside much. Gerard’s room was in 

a basement and he went through a large depressive episode. Frank had 

divorced parents, and was in many different bands before MCR, such as 

Pencey Prep, which Mikey auditioned to get into but didn’t make it. Ray 

was in film school, and Gerard art school, but Ray was arrested for 

stealing batteries. 

     After seeing the Twin Towers collapse, Gerard felt as though he was 

doing nothing with his life, and he decided to start a band. The original 

band was Gerard, Mikey, Ray, and Matt “Otter” Pelisser. They recorded 

their first album three months after forming their band, I Brought You 

My Bullets, You Brought Me Your Love, at Eyeball 

Records, since most New Jersey bands were recorded at Eyeball Records. 

Later, Frank joined during recording because they needed another guitar 

player; he was responsible for getting them most of their gigs. 

     In 2004, they made their second album, Three Cheers For Sweet 

Revenge; this album was responsible for them getting pretty popular. 

They hired a tour manager, Brian Schechter. They didn’t have many 

clothes, so they often shared with each other. They also didn’t 

shower.  On tour three, their crowds started getting bigger and bigger. 

They were known more for their darker songs, since Mikey and Gerard’s 

grandmother died close to the start of the album. They were very close 

and she even bought them a tour bus, so the whole band was saddened by 

this as well. Their song “Helena” is about her. 

     Around this time, Gerard’s alcoholism was getting really bad, 

noticeably so. He continued to drink even if he was drunk, and it was 

getting worse and worse. The tour manager tried to intervene, as did many 

band members, but nothing seemed to work. He attempted to end his life 

but was talked down by his tour manager. Someone was able to get to 

him and watch him before he passed out. He then started recovery, and 

managed to get sober and completely clean. 

     I like MCR’s songs because I enjoy emo music. I like the songs they 

make and the vibe they create. I think all the band members are 

fascinating and fun to research. All their songs are dark and I really enjoy 

that. MCR is overall an amazing band, and you should definitely check 

out their songs! 
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Overheard 
                              By Alex Parks 
 

Student 1: “Like my banana?” 

Student 2: “Well, it might be a 

kayak.” 

“If you say anything too loud, it’s 

German.” 

“On my birthday I got the weirdest Christmas present 

ever.” 

“Never mind about the voices in my head, we can 

talk about those later.” 

“You look like discount Ed Sheeran if he was 

vegan.” 

Student 1: “Squid Games-” 

Student 2: “Nah, it’s 

Octopus Activities.” 

“I can play Tic Tac Toe on 

his head.” 

“I’m hot. PICKLES.” 

“Mmm, glue, it tastes good.” 

“Maleficent had a bunch of ‘muy mal’ days.” 

Student 1: “He sniffs 

people!” 

Student 2: “If I sniff people 

he is a cannibalism! Wait, 

cannibal! I failed grammar 

in 3rd grade.” 

“She’s eating ice cream 

straight out of the tub, she 

must be depressed.” 

“My feet are your emotional 

support!” 

“I am eating string cheese 

perpendicularly.” 

“VSCO girls everywhere are 

quaking.” 

“Emus are like Australian bears.” 

“So I’m allowed to look at old 

men?” 

“I made a pillow of my blanket.” 

“Aww my comma left me…” 

“Someone grabbed my foot in the 

bathroom.” 

“Someone assaulted my nose.” 

Teacher: “Socks or no socks with 

my sandals?” 

Student: “No socks! You don’t 

want to be Mr. Gustkey.” 

“Did you know the Twin Towers 

are responsible for Twilight?” 

“Let it bite me so I can become 

fly man.” 

“I think sitting down causes more pain to the chair 

than it does me.” 

Student: “Aren’t you hot in that?” 

Teacher: “I’m used to being hot.” 

“Do octopuses eat people with their six legs?” 

 “I literally looked on page 10 of Google, that’s 

worse than the Dark Web.” 

“Don’t mess with me or I’ll sit on you.” 

“I’ll cook your eyebrows.” 

“I hope to trip on my shoelace.” 

Teacher: “Shh.” 

Student: “Sorry, I was speaking German.” 

 

This issue of the KMS Purple Pages . . .  
is brought to you by reporters Avery Atwood, Bridger Begich, Lily 

Buffington, Radlei Curtiss, Isaiah Dirks, Makenzie Harden, Savannah 

Hershberger, Caroline Karpik, Ava Kasdorf, Olivia/Erin Koppes, 

Juliette Leonard, Presley Novak, Alex Parks, Klairah Ross, Reid Titus, 

Taighen Tsosie, and Mason Vermette, as well as guest reporter Keziah 

Simons, with support from Journalism advisor Mrs. Nabholz. 

Illustrators include Isaiah, Ava, Lily, Caroline, Juliette, Taighen, 

Klairah, and Alex. Thanks to Hector “Mr. T” Teran for sponsoring the 

T-shirt contest, and to all the students, teachers, staff, and parents who 

provided assistance with news and photos.  

  
 

“If you want something you have never had, you have to do something you have never done.” 
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Anonymous Confessions 
By The Teletubbies 

 

“Teletubby more like 

‘Smellytubby’ ”   

   -Mr. Pancake  
 

Dear Mr. Pancake,  

You spelled teletubbie wrong, so 

there’s that. I’d give you a nasty 

look but you already have one 

and I’d have to come out of 

hiding…I mean I’d have to go 

out of my house. 

   -Tinky Winky  

“Chicago bear are the 

best team in the NFL 

there are tomany Green 

bay Packbag fans there 

not even that good but 

the Bears ane amazing so 

are The golden State 

Warriors the Bears are 

also Bears are Better than 

Dallas Cows ”      

   -Sports Fan 

Dear Sports Fan,  

WHAT WERE YOU THINKING?!?! The first ten 

times I read this it didn’t make sense and I kept re-

reading it. I really hope you are a 6th grader and not a 

7th or 8th grader who doesn’t know how to spell. 

There is no punctuation, bad spelling, and terrible 

grammar. Also, now that half the school is gonna be 

mad at you, I won’t help. Have fun!  

   -Laa Laa 

 

“My parents say I play too many video games but 

I’ve only played 500 hours this year.” 

   -Video Game Player 
 

Dear Video Game Player, 

If your parents have a problem with your video 

games it is most likely because they feel that you 

aren’t spending enough time with them or you aren’t 

getting important things done. You should talk to 

your parents and tell them how you feel. If you play 

500 hours a year that’s only about 1 and a half hours 

per day. I think your parents would be happier if you 

talked to them about managing your video game 

time. You’ll thank me later.      

   -Laa Laa                 

“Why is your name Dipsy… That’s sus. Like hit 

game among us, which sold 324 million copies?” 

   -Dipsy Hater 
 

Dear Dipsy Hater,  

That was random. Why did you think that you had to 

say how many copies Among Us sold? No one just 

goes around telling people that. Also, my name isn’t 

Dipsy. Dipsy is my brother. Well…was my 

brother…before we…oh, never mind.  

   -Laa Laa 

 

“I’ve come for your soul!!!” 

   -random guy 
 

Dear random guy,  

Oh? That’s interesting because people have tried 

before but found nothing… good luck! 

   -Tinky Winky 

 

“Hi I’m fun.” 

   -Fun guy 
 

Dear Fun Guy, 

You’re a mushroom? I hate 

mushrooms. I think 

everyone hates mushrooms. 

Wow, everyone hates you. That’s a nice thought. 

   -Laa Laa 

*     *     *     *     * 

Hockey Humor 
By Mason Vermette 

 

Q: Why couldn’t the hockey player listen to music? 

A: Because he broke a record. 
 

Q: Why can’t you play hockey with pigs? 

A: They hog the puck. 
 

Q: Why was the magician so good at hockey? 

A: He always had a hat trick. 
 

Q: What did the tendy say to the puck? 

A: Catch you later. 
 

Q: Where is the best place to shop for hockey shirts? 

A: New Jersey. 
 

Q: Why is the hockey rink hot after the game? 

A: Because all the fans have left. 
 

Q: What do bad hockey teams and the Titanic have in  

     common? 

A: They both look good until they hit the ice. 
 



I believe  

I can fly 

 

my legs won’t  

touch the sky 

 ME WHEN THE 

 

[ BOTTOM TEXT ] 

 When your dad 

picks you up 

 

and finds out 

you got detention 

 

January  

Birthdays 
By Klairah Ross 

 

01 Gregory Kennah 

02 Alphonse Hoffman 

03 Maxwell Modigh 

04 Leighton Grey 

05 Kyla Freeman 

06 Landon Baze 

07 Tyler Morris 

08 Effie Muster 

09 Bernard Brown 

10 Dianna Wright 

11 Sophia Ensley 

12 Alex Lehmberg 

13 Daniel Agayar 

14 Ava Haugstad 

15 Joshua Freeman 

16 Sawyer Graham 

 
 

16 Mrs. Sullens 

17 Nathan Hamm 

18 Olivia McDonald 

19 Ari Imlay 

20 Kayani Whicker 

21 Romeo Prieto 

22 Jacob Cole 

23 Zoe Cole 

24 Landon Dedrick 

25 Isaiah Dirks 

26 Medalyn Jennings 

27 Sophia Barajas 

28 Alex Grundberg 

29 Sye Stacey  

Mr. T’s T-Shirt Challenge 
 

Want to win a custom T-shirt from the KMS Spirit Shop? 

Answer these questions & turn in this entry form to Mrs. 

Nabholz by 3:00 pm on Friday, December 17, 2021. One 

winner will be chosen from all entries with correct answers. 
 

Name ________________________________ Grade ____ 

1. What do you call the shiny strands of silver trim used to 

decorate Christmas trees? __________________________ 

2. What does Ella Siemers want for Xmas? ____________ 

3. In the game Genshin Impact, in what world do you 

awaken after thousands of years? ____________________ 

4. Blobfish live in deep water off the coasts of Australia, 

New Zealand, and ________________________________. 

5. How much ginger do you need to make one batch of 

gingerbread cookie dough? _________________________ 

6. In the acronym STEM, the T means ________________. 

7. How does Katalla spell her last name? ______________ 

 

“When you change your thoughts, remember to also change your world.”  

- Norman Vincent Peale 
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