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Kossacks Got Klubs 

       
 

 Knot So Much Fun! 

By Olivia Tews 
 

The teacher that leads the club is 

Ms. Silva, and the club meets in 

the art room. Macramé is basically 

tying knots to make keychains and 

wall decorations. Sofia Tews and 

Grace Wik said macramé is very 

fun because they get to tie knots 

and hang out with friends. One of 

their favorite parts of this club was 

Mr. Dahlman because he’s super 

fun and funny. If you do macramé 

club next year, you can go to 

Boanne’s (NOT JOANNS); it is 

the little bow shop that the club 

invented for fun, and they sell their 

bows! 

Great Gaming 

By Vincent Guthrie 
 

The video game club is run by 

Mr. Stephanos, the band 

teacher. He provides a Switch 

and the game Mario Kart 8! 

:^) You’re also allowed to 

bring a device of your own, as 

well! Be it your phone, a 

Switch, or a DS, you can 

bring it! The game that I saw 

played the most was 

definitely Mario Kart 8, but I 

did see some people playing 

Splatoon 3. I also watched 

videos of kids falling down, 

and it was very funny. I 

recommend.  

Kinetic Karaoke 

By Scarlet Charbonneau  
 

Karaoke club is a very exciting club! It 

definitely makes your blood pump with all 

the music and happy faces jumping 

around the room. I feel like Ms. Vollom 

and Mr. Tilly make the class very fun 

every Wednesday. I remember when 

Keira Forstner and I were singing “Let It 

Go” at the top of our lungs and all of a 

sudden out of nowhere Braylynn Young, 

one of my really close friends, jumped in 

and pushed Keira. Keira fell to the ground 

laughing her head off. When she fell, I 

literally fell to the ground laughing at 

Keira, then I looked up and saw Braylynn 

about to body slam me. She did, and it 

didn’t hurt, but it was seriously funny! 
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 Terrific Tea & Books 

By Zoe Nelson 
 

The Tea and Books club, hosted by 

Ms. Johnson, is a club with a very 

self-explanatory name. The 

students get tea, or hot chocolate, 

while they read their books. Most 

students wouldn’t go for a club so 

laid-back, wanting rock climbing 

or cooking instead, but there are 

certain students who very much 

enjoy the peaceful aspect of a club 

like this. Some students may be in 

it for the tea or cocoa, whichever 

they choose, but they get the added 

bonus of time to read their favorite 

books, or find new ones. Those 

who find this appealing may want 

to consider it for next year, 

as members of this club very much 

enjoy it. Past members of the club 

from last year also speak about it 

fondly, and it’s a nice way to relax 

after a long school day. (If you’re 

sneaky enough, you could maybe 

even sneak in some homework 

time!) 
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Shocking Shinny 

By Elloree Smith 
 

One of the clubs that KMS has 

every Wednesday is the shinny 

club. The shinny club is an 

awesome club for people who like 

to hang with friends and play 

hockey. Every Wednesday, the 

shinny club leave five minutes 

early to drive to the rink. Basically 

we have two teams, and we play 

regular hockey, except with no 

goalie. When shooting you have to 

hit the post of the net. You can’t be 

too aggressive though, because 

there aren’t pads to protect you. 

The shinny club is made of mostly 

boys, and two girls. Mr. Newton 

and Mr. Dosko host this club, and 

sometimes extra parents help drive 

people to and from the rink. This 

club is awesome for hockey fans, 

even if they want to just start 

learning to play hockey! 

 

Wondrous 

Watercolors  
By Annemarie Lacy 

 

The watercolor club is taught by 

Mrs. Stotz-Mason, the 8th grade 

science teacher. This club allows 

students to explore the interesting 

art of watercolor painting. Students 

in this club are allowed to paint 

whatever they feel like and can also 

bring their own watercolor 

materials from home if they have 

them. Sometimes Mrs. Stotz will 

show pictures or videos of different 

techniques, but the students in this 

club do not have to paint what is 

shown. One example of this was 

many drops of water being placed 

on the page, and then dropping 

color into the water droplets. This 

creates the effect of little jewels on 

the paper. Some students ended up 

trying this and made some beautiful 

pieces! 

 
 

Magical Movies  
By Hayden Williams 

 

Mrs. Newton’s club is Movies from 

Back in the Day. In this club 

students watch movies from the 

80’s or 90’s. The students vote for 

what movie they want to watch but 

we only watch it on Wednesday, 

when we have a club. We have 

watched The Little Rascals and 

Napoleon Dynamite. We also eat 

snacks like popcorn, or students 

can bring more snacks and sit by 

their friends.  

 

 
 

Chess Club 
 

 
 

“Confidence is contagious. 

So is lack of confidence.” 

-Vince Lombardi 

 



 

Fantastic Foods 
By Ava Kasdorf 

 

Foods Across America is one of 

the many clubs here at KMS. The 

club is taught by Mr. 

Carson. When we walk into the 

home ec room, the lights are 

dimmed and a video about 

whatever we’re making is 

playing. We learn the history of 

the food and how to prepare it. 

We have made foods such as 

Chicago style hotdogs, New 

York style pizza, and Philly 

cheese steaks. Personally, the 

Philly cheese steaks were the best 

overall, but in general all of it is 

tasty! 

 

iLike iPhones 

By Scarlet Charbonneau  
 

The iPhone photo club was a very 

fun club! Ainura Holmes said that 

the iPhone photo club is very fun, 

and you get to learn a lot of things 

and details when you are taking 

pictures. Ainura said that she 

really liked the club because they 

got to watch the Lilo and Stitch 

movie, take pictures of people in 

the school, and hang out with a 

few of her friends. She liked the 

iPhone photo club and said she 

would definitely go back next 

year! Mrs. Moss brought cookies 

and the whole class got to eat 

them. Ainura said that they were 

the best cookies ever!  

Awesome Artwork 

By Carmen Olson 
 

The drawing club is run by Mrs. 

Rininger and is held in room 36. Not 

only do you get to play your own 

music, but you can also draw on the 

walls! As well as drawing on the 

walls, you can draw on paper or white 

boards. Mrs. Rininger provides 

drawing sharpies and white out pens. 

There were about 14 people and most 

of them drew faces or characters from 

shows, like Spiderman and Invader 

Zim.  
 

 
 

Coloring Club 
 

 
 

 

 

Daring Squaring 

By Olivia Tews 
 

Mrs. Tews said that the four-

square club was super fun. They 

played in the commons, and there 

were about 18 kids. The club was 

all boys and there was always 

excitement and dedication in the 

square. They could only play 

underhand, and if someone played 

it after it went out, they just played 

on. It is about the same rules as 

recess four-square. The boys were 

very rambunctious, but if they 

disagreed they would do it in a fun 

way. Some of them were so fast to 

dive down and get the ball, but 

some of them would get mad and 

yell and kick the ball, so they 

would have to run laps. Hands 

down, Mrs. Tews said she would 

do it again because it was, “Cut-

throat four-square.”   

 

Legos Club 
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Fly-Tying Club 
 

 
 

Racing Robots 

By Brock Cooper 
 

Robotics is one of the funniest clubs at KMS this year. There 

are about 20-ish people in it. The students in robotics learn a lot 

about coding. While coding a machine, there are a lot of 

problems that need to be solved. Mrs. McCown is an expert on 

coding, and she has helped many people learn how to code for 

amazing projects. In the robotics club we code robot cars so we 

can control the car and make it go in any direction. We can make 

the robot do little tasks like transport a Lego to a different 

location. Towards the end we have a little competition, either 

you do a task with your robot or you have the robots race. If you 

are a 6th or 7th grader and you haven’t tried robotics yet, you 

should take the club or the class next year! 
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Creative Cookies 

By Ella Siemers 
 

One of the clubs held at KMS this year is 

cookie decorating club. Mrs. Taylor is the 

club’s leader and she teaches new techniques 

of decorating every week. Mrs. Taylor bakes 

the cookies and makes the royal icing at 

home and then brings it to school. She said 

she has made about 250 sugar cookies for the 

club. Each week they decorate a different 

shape of cookie. They started off with a 

circle cookie and then by the end they were 

decorating flowers and bees. Mrs. Taylor 

says the best part is at the end when they get 

to eat the cookies. The cookie decorating 

club was a huge success, and Mrs. Taylor 

says she is excited to offer it next year. 

 

Rock Climbing Club 
 

 
 

“When you have a dream, 

you’ve got to grab it and never let go.” 
-Carol Burnett 

 

https://kpbsd.org/schools/kenai-middle/


Opinion 8-ed 
By Chad Hernandez 

 

Who is your favorite influencer and why? 
 

Kobi Whipple - “Slash from Guns and Roses 

because he’s a big inspiration.”  

Nikolas Bezdecny - “Mr. Summer, I like him 

because he teaches you about life and struggles. He 

also gets straight to the point when talking about 

things, which everyone should do.” 

Piper Anglebrandt - “Presley Novak because she 

makes goofy and funny videos. She also deserves 

an Emmy over Charli D’Amelio any day.” 

Chloe Miller - “Kanye West cause his music is 

good and he’s pretty, but he makes some really 

ugly shoes.” 

Shane Stone - “Kanye East because he made a 

funny Fortnite rap.” 

Bridger Begich - “Conner Grey because he’s the 

best.”  

Presley Novak - “Dylan O’Brien because he’s 

goofy and a hottie.” 

Kimber Moore - “Coach Rose because he’s always 

in a vibe. I would like to always be a vibe.” 

Micheal Fowler - “Nathan Hamm because he 

changed my personality.”  

Juliahna Powell - “Coach Rose, he’s just always in 

a good mood, and just has a vibe all day unless the 

Seahawks lose.” 

Elana Berestoff - “Melanie Martinez because I like 

the songs she makes and because she is such an 

amazing singer. My favorite song of hers is ‘Field 

Trip’ and I listened to her since I was a baby.”  

 

    
 

Kennedy Pierce - “Dwayne The Rock Johnson & 

Kevin Hart because Dwayne is my dream man & they 

are funny and life savers.” 

Jackson Linebarger - “Patrick Mahomes because he’s 

been through a lot and overcame it to become the best 

quarterback.”  

Tyler Cruickshank - “Nikolas Bezdecny because he’s 

Nik.” 

Mariah Manker - “Masky because his personality is 

like mine.” 

Jackson Taliesin - “Ryan Reynolds because he’s the 

only one with a personality and I like his movies.” 

Caroline Karpik - “Bill Nye because he’s a Russian 

spy.”  

Mr. Dosko - “My mom because she’s smart and 

intelligent.” 

Joshua Freeman - “Mr. Beast cause Mr. Beast.”  

Richard Green - “Mr. Beast, because he helps people 

around the world.” 

Miley Baze - “Omar Rudberg because he’s beautiful 

and a great singer.” 

 

    

 

“I am experienced enough to do this. I am knowledgeable enough to do this.  

I am prepared enough to do this. I am mature enough to do this. I am brave enough to do this.” 

                                                                 -Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez                                                                   5 



Crazy Crabb 
By Ava Kasdorf 

 

 
 

     Alidia Crabb is an 8th grade 

student here at KMS. She was born 

in 2008, in Soldotna, in a hot tub! 

She has two older sisters, Caitlin 

and Marina. Alidia has four 

adorable pets, three dogs and one 

cat.                 

    Alidia enjoys volleyball and 

hanging out with friends. She is on 

the B team volleyball. She isn’t a 

fan of many sports because she 

hates running, but Alidia enjoys 

volleyball because she says, “It’s 

fun to do with friends.” Growing up 

she was also in figure skating for 

four years and jiu jitsu for five 

years. 

     Her favorite school subject is 

math only because she says, “It’s 

easier for me than other classes.” 

Alidia’s favorite food is strawberry 

cheesecake, and she loves the 

movie Legally Blonde. Her dream 

job is to become a lawyer, so she 

can argue with people.  

      Her favorite season is summer 

because she can go to the 

Wednesday market with her friends 

and snack on cheese curds and sip 

lemonade. She loves the outdoors 

and chilling in the sun; last 

summer, she traveled to Oregon by 

herself to visit her grandma. Alidia 

would like to live in Italy for a 

while when she is older, because 

she says they have amazing 

food. Her future goal in life is to 

travel across the globe!  

Joyful Jaedyn 
By Hayden Williams 

 

 
 

     Jaedyn Chunn is a 7th 

grader at KMS who was 

born in 2009 in Anchorage, 

Alaska.  He has lived all of 

his life in Alaska, and the 

things he loves about it the 

most are the views and the 

animals.  

     Jaedyn has two dogs, a 

pitbull named Tank, and a 

boxer named Dozer. He also 

has three cats. Jaedyn has 

two brothers; his oldest 

brother is Isaiah and the 

second oldest is Jeremiah. 

Sometimes in the summer he 

goes to Wasilla to hang out 

with his family.  

     Jaedyn’s favorite class is 

advanced P.E. because he 

thinks it’s fun. His favorite 

sport is football, and he is 

excited for football season. 

He enjoys playing football at 

the Rec with friends, and he 

also likes playing video 

games with his online 

friends. His favorite video 

game is Call of Duty.  

     In the future, Jaedyn 

wants to visit Texas because 

of the warmer weather and 

because he just wants to get 

out of Alaska for once.  
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 Dazzling Dakota 
By Elloree Smith 

 

     Dakota Farmer is a 

6th grader at KMS. 

She moved to Alaska 

when she was four. 

She went to Nikiski 

North Star 

Elementary School 

for first and second 

grade. She then was 

homeschooled, up 

until she came here.  

     Dakota was born in Montana, and she 

says that Montana is really fun; generally 

in the summer, it’s super warm, and you 

can do activities you couldn’t do here in 

Alaska, such as outdoor swimming. In the 

winter though, it does get really cold, a lot 

like here. 

     Dakota currently does wrestling, and 

she loves it. She says she learns something 

new every day, such as takedowns, at the 

practices. One of her favorite parts was 

when she went to Safeway on the road 

trip. She also loved when she got a few 

takedowns at the Seward meet. She never 

did any other sports though, so the whole 

sports experience is new.  

     When she is with friends, Dakota will 

play some games, such as Truth or Dare, 

or Would You Rather. She also loves to 

just talk with friends. One of her best 

friends is Marcella, who attends KMS as 

well. 

     Dakota says that when she is bored at 

home, she will read or write, as well as 

listening to music. She likes to listen to a 

mix of country music and pop music. A 

few of her favorite books are Keepers of 

the Lost City by Shannon Messenger and 

Harry Potter by J.K. Rowling. Dakota is 

currently reading My Life as a Book by 

Janet Tashjian.   

     When she is hanging with her family, 

they do family movie nights, as well as 

family board game nights. She has a six-

year-old sister named Charlie.  
 

(continued on page 7) 

 



 

Musket Mayhem 
By Chad Hernandez 

 

     At the end of January, Mr. Summer, the 

8th grade U.S. 

history teacher, 

brought in a few 

different weapons 

from early North 

America during 

the French & 

Indian War. He 

brought in a total 

of five guns from 

the 1700s all the 

way to the early 

1900s. He taught 

his classes about the flintlock musket and 

fired it off on KMS school grounds. He also 

told about the other weaponry he brought in 

and how they work. Mr. Summer even 

allowed his students to hold and aim the 

unloaded 16th century flintlock musket at a 

target of a rubber chicken in his classroom. 

Mr. Summer does this demonstration every 

year at KMS because he wants to show what 

the weapons actually looked like and what it 

was like for the soldiers. Mr. Summer told his 

class about all the paperwork he had to do and 

all the signatures he had to get to fire the 

musket off at KMS, such as the KPBSD 

superintendent, as well as the Kenai chief of 

police and a few others. 

  

Dazzling Dakota 
(continued from page 6) 

 

Dakota’s family owns tons of pets, including 

four dogs, two cats, and 30 chickens! She has 

her own cat, whose name she is not sure how 

to spell, maybe Areamedas? Both cats are 

rescues, and three of her dogs are also rescues. 

She says that her family rescues pets quite a 

lot. 

     When Dakota grows up, she wants to be a 

journalist, which relates well to her hobbies. 

She likes to write about “autumn mysteries.” 

The main reason that Dakota likes writing is 

because she feels like she has a lot of freedom. 

“I can almost be in my own world,” she says. 

January Students of the Month  
By Dianna Wright 

 

Each month several students are chosen from each grade based 

on their outstanding performance throughout that month. 

Because of their amazing success, they receive a pizza at lunch 

to celebrate with their friends. Here are some of this month's 

recognized students! 

 

 
8th Grade: Shauna Koch, Clayton Brown, Gracee Every, and 

Yvonne O’Brien (Sadly, Yvonne was not here for the photo.) 

 

 
7th Grade: Hallie Songer, Emma Castimore, Elijah Pancoast, 

Luke Karpik, and Dezmond McCaughey 

 

 
6th Grade: Sophia Tews, Jayden Smith, Bennett Martin, 

and Andrew Fowler 
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Venturous Mrs. Vann 
By Dianna Wright  

 

     Mrs. Vann is a special 

education teacher here at KMS 

who decided to retire in May of 

2022. She has had multiple 

teaching positions in many 

different places, including 

Yukon, Alaska, Soldotna High, 

Nikiski Elementary, and of 

course, KMS.  She began in 

KMS with helping 6th graders 

in the special education 

program but this school year 

took the job as an 8th grade special education teacher. 

She said it is very fun but similar to her recent job.  

     Mrs. Vann, being a very altruistic teacher, always 

wants to know what is going on in a student’s life and 

feels joy watching them succeed in the things they put 

time and effort into. She also likes to hear what they 

do for fun and their current activities to learn more 

about what’s going on in their life and also be the most 

helpful to them when needed.   

     With the number of kids and assignments being 

turned in or passed out, Mrs. Vann definitely finds 

paperwork the most frustrating thing about teaching, 

but she does not let it get in the way of her substantial 

relationship with her students. Special education is 

very important to her because she sees students as 

intelligent, not just as needing more help. She knows 

that everyone is different and may need a different 

explanation to fully understand the prompt, and that is 

absolutely okay. She loves seeing her students get 

work in on time and says that self-confidence is key.  

     As a special education teacher, it is best if you’re 

able to communicate with students well. Mrs. Vann is 

fully capable of doing that and also offers a very calm, 

supportive, and positive attitude all the time to all her 

students, which for sure helps them to do assignments 

to the best of their ability. Out of all the great things 

that come with teaching, she enjoys watching her 

students do well the most. 

      Though Mrs. Vann is a great teacher who many of 

us have been lucky to have at KMS, she will be leaving 

at the end of the year due to her retirement contract. 

Yes, very sad news, but we hope she will enjoy 

whatever path with her future she decides to take.  

Nice & Neet 
By Elloree Smith 

 

    Mr. Neet is an evening 

custodian here at Kenai 

Middle. He transferred here 

from SOHI, or Soldotna 

High School, a little after 

Thanksgiving. He worked at 

SOHI for four years. He says 

the main reason he did this 

was to reduce the distance of 

driving; he wanted a job 

closer to his home.  

     But before that he lived in 

Michigan and worked as a 

machine shop tech for 17 

years. He then became a 

displaced auto worker and 

moved here and has been 

here since May of 2013. He decided to move to Alaska 

on the advice of his daughter, who lives in Wasilla. 

     Mr. Neet is of Irish-Italian descent; his father is 

Irish, and his mother is Italian. He had five older 

siblings, two sisters, and three brothers. One of his 

sisters owns a hair salon in Florida, while the other has 

a ranch in California. Two of his brothers went to 

Vietnam in 1967, but they didn’t make it back. He has 

two sons and three daughters. His oldest daughter lives 

in Wasilla, and the other two live in Michigan and 

Texas. His youngest son also lives in Michigan, while 

his oldest son lives in Eagle River. He also has 11 

grandchildren! 

     In Mr. Neet’s free time, he likes to play guitar. He 

taught himself and said that he did “music 

experiments.” He has a 6-string and a 12-string. He 

likes to play rhythm, and likes to fill in, be a 

background, and just to strum along. His favorite type 

of music to listen to are Neil Young and James Taylor. 

He also likes to fix mechanical things. 

     Mr. Neet says that he is a family man, and he 

understands what it is like to raise kids and educate 

them. He says, “I am here to serve the young people in 

the community.” He is supportive of the young people. 

He will look after the injured, and feed the hungry, and 

keep them safe. He wants to be a good influence on 

everyone. KMS is very lucky to have such a kind, 

generous man working for them.  
 

“Be the reason someone smiles. Be the reason someone feels loved and believes in the goodness of people.” 

8                                                                            -Roy T. Bennett                   



Locker Looks 
By Arista Van Sickle 

 

     Have you ever wondered which students have the 

coolest lockers in the 6th grade? Well, to answer your 

question, a few of the students’ names are Lily Teates, 

Macy Daniel, and Jay Songer. 

     Lily Teates’ locker has some 

unique pink leopard print that a 

friend got her as decoration. She 

also has a sticker that shows her 

appreciation of whales behind a 

mirror, which is a small travel-

sized companion. Some things 

that really stick out about her 

locker are the little recycled 

bottles she uses as pencil and 

eraser holders. What Lily really 

likes the most about her locker, 

though, would be that it’s hers 

to decorate and store supplies in. Overall, she really 

admires how meaningful her locker is and that it’s 

something really special to her.  

     Macy Daniel has a very 

beautiful locker. The designs 

on her wallpaper are amazing, 

little plants and flowers, and the 

background is a tealish green. 

Macy’s favorite part of her 

locker is the paintings she 

received from two of her 

friends. The first one is a 

picture of her and that friend, 

and the other one is a painting 

of her two favorite colors, 

silver and purple. She also 

really enjoys having a mirror to check her appearance 

every morning, plus the shelf and hangers to put her 

books and backpack on.  

     Jay Songer has a unique locker 

with dwarfs and dragons. He has 

mountain wallpaper with dragons 

flying all around and a Hobbits 

poster at the back. The dragons are 

his favorite part about his locker 

because they are really fun to look at. 

Another part of his locker that he 

finds really special is that his mom 

helped him put his locker together 

with the wallpaper, dragons, and 

poster. 

S-P-E-C-T-E-C-U-L-E-R  

Spellers 
By Dianna Wright  

 

 
Gage, Yvonne, Dylan, Ben, and Lucia 

 

     Kenai Middle School’s Spelling Bee was held in 

the library during 8th and 9th hour on February 7th, 

with a total of 31 students. After the first round of 

spelling, there were 28 remaining students. After three 

more rounds of intense word battling, there were only 

five students left! In the 6th round, three students 

misspelled, leaving only two more spellers in a tight 

battle for 14 more rounds, shocking the crowd with the 

correct spellings of words such as fumatorium, 

maneuverable, misericordes, and even chemotherapy! 

    Hate to say it, but the audience wasn’t all that 

shocking that afternoon. After several times of Mr. 

Gustkey and Mrs. Moss repeating themselves and 

asking students politely to be quiet so the judges could 

hear the spellers correctly, Mrs. Nabholz had it! She 

said with confidence, “Shut up!... she said nicely.” 

Some students just needed that to be said firmly so 

they could get an idea of how unnecessary all their 

jibber-jabbering was getting, while others could have 

cared less and continued to rudely talk to friends 

throughout. 

      All spellers in the KMS bee did a wonderful job in 

this year’s annual spelling bee. Gage Ivy, Dylan Fry, 

and Lucia Carson tied for third place. A final 

congratulations to champion Ben Brighton and this 

year's runner-up Yvonne O’Brien. Yvonne will 

represent our school in the Alaska State Spelling Bee 

in Anchorage in March! 

 

     Student: My stomach really hurts a lot! 

     Nurse Dixie: Have you ever had trouble  

                           with appendicitis? 

     Student: Only when I try to spell it! 
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Victorious 

Volleyballers 
By Scarlet Charbonneau 

 

     Volleyball is a fun way to 

get in the team spirit and have 

fun with friends! Volleyball can help with a lot of 

things, not just getting fit and having fun on the court. 

Volleyball is good for your mental health, if you are 

feeling down or depressed, volleyball and the girls on 

the team can help. I talked with three 8th grader girls, 

and they all say that volleyball does help with their 

happiness. “It really keeps you motivated in things,” 

says Sage Wilson. 

     The girls on the volleyball team say that the coach 

makes the games and the practices way more fun. Mrs. 

Beck is the 8th grade A team volleyball coach. She is 

an amazing coach and really works the team very hard. 

Mrs. Beck tries, and does, keep the girls on her team 

on their toes all the time. Sage says Mrs. Beck likes to 

push her to try to do different things and explore more 

in serving because sage is a very good server.  

     Team volleyball trips are so much fun to go on! All 

the girls talked a lot about the team support on the bus 

and all the fun they have on road trips. The experience 

on road trips is very exciting, says Gracee Every. 

Sitting on the bus and singing songs with friends and 

eating really good food is the best part, other than 

playing. Lovë Carter-Hendriks describes the bus ride 

back as a sleepover with 38 amazing girls. Lovë says 

that the ride back is definitely better because it’s dark 

and you can cuddle up with a friend and a blanket.  

     Sage says that volleyball has helped a lot with 

making new friends. Sage has a lot of friends in 8th 

grade, but she doesn’t know a lot of people in 7th 

grade, so volleyball helps with that. Volleyball also 

helped Sage with hand-eye coordination. At first Sage 

said that she had bad coordination, and she could never 

make contact until volleyball. Sage learned how to 

look right at the ball and hit it. She says that watching 

the volleyball hit your hand definitely makes a 

difference in the way you will hit the ball with the 

palm of your hand.  

     Lovë played volleyball last year in 7th grade; she 

was on the B team and was very excited to make the 

A team this year. She did a bunch of training and 

preparing over last summer with her older cousin 

Josie, who was on the Warriors before going to 

college. Lovë has a lot of really amazing friends on the 

volleyball team. She said that if all her friends were 

not doing this wonderful journey with her, she would 

probably not be here on the A team. Lovë feels very 

lucky to have so many friends on the volleyball team. 

     Lovë loves serving! She didn’t really like it last 

year but this year has been a huge change for her. She 

has been working very hard to get her serves over the 

net. She’s excited to be able to hit it over the net this 

year. Lovë says her serving has gotten a lot better 

because she started working out and building muscle. 

She plays baseball and pitches, which also definitely 

helps build muscle in her arm to be able to hit the 

volleyball harder.  

     Gracee is also on the 8th grade A volleyball team. 

Gracee is a setter, and she said, “I’m left handed, so I 

can dump on em.” Gracee has two older cousins who 

inspired her to play volleyball. Gracee says thank you 

to both of her cousins who put the idea of volleyball in 

her mind. If they didn’t, Gracee would not be one of 

our best setters here at KMS.  
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8th A Team Players 

Dani Bennett 

Lily Buffington 

Lovë Carter-Hendricks  

Nessa Deese  

Gracee Every 

Savannah Hershberger 

Lily Langham  

Presley Novak  

Kennedy Pierce 

Elliott Stockton 

Katalla Tomrdle 

Katie Van Sky  

Sage Wilson 

  
 



Talent & 

Teamwork 
By Ella Siemers 

 

     Our school’s 7th grade 

A volleyball team works 

hard every day after school and has games almost 

every week! Volleyball is an intense sport filled 

with action and movement all the time. Kaia 

Dale-Johnson, the team’s middle-blocker, 

describes volleyball in one word as “team” 

because you can’t do it alone.  

     Practices are filled with lots of drills and 

sometimes scrimmages. Selah Coots says that her 

favorite part of practice is at the beginning when 

everyone warms up to music. Payton Ricks says 

that her least favorite part of practice is when the 

team has to run laps.  

     Some of the team’s players have played 

volleyball for a long time and some just started 

this year. Selah is one of the team’s setters; she 

has never played on a team before but joined 

volleyball this year because “It has always 

seemed like a fun sport.” Kaia has played for a 

long time and started when she was nine years 

old. 

     Our 7th grade A volleyball team is coached by 

our KMS librarian, Ms. Gann. Ms. Gann says that 

her team’s strength is they have a lot of individual 

talent but their challenge is to work all together. 

This takes time and commitment, and much 

communication. Ms. Gann said that her goals for 

this season are to “teach skills, teamwork, and to 

enjoy volleyball.” She also says she enjoys the 

team’s competitive spirit. 

      Focusing their energies on their sport, the 7th 

grade A team is looking to improve and see future 

success. The season has been fun so far, and the 

girls are looking forward to more playing time.  

B-Team 

Ballers 
By Olivia Tews 

 

     The B team is a very fun team, 

and the players that are on it really 

enjoy it!  Lots of them really enjoy going to Safeway after 

their away games because there are no parents to tell them 

what they can and can’t buy. 

     Devalynn Duniphin really enjoys being on the B team 

because it’s better than last year, when she was on the C 

team. Caroline Karpik is very happy that she made the team 

because she really likes the coach. Jessie Johnson started 

playing because her cousin played and she thought that it 

would be fun.  

     Coach Trina started coaching because her daughter 

Daisy started playing, and she really enjoys teaching kids 

and seeing them improve over time. Most people’s favorite 

thing about being on the B team is the coach because she is 

super fun, kind, and smart. Players say that she is really 

encouraging, and she doesn’t make them do anything that 

she thinks they can’t do.   

      Practicing is very fun because they play and scrimmage 

with the 7th A team. They might not win every time, but 

they are improving. Some of the other skills they work on 

at practice are serving, setting, and passing. 

     The team has played 14 games, including the 

jamboree.  They have won games against Nikiski and two 

games at the jamboree. They were about to win the one 

against Seward, but then they had a bad serve, and they lost 

by only two points. They also almost won their final game 

against Homer, which was exciting. In the first set after a 

close loss to the Huskies, the girls came out in the second 

set hoping to win; however, the Homer Huskies wanted to 

win more.  

     Everyone plays a lot better when they have really good 

attitudes because a good attitude will always help you play 

better. The B team has had a great season playing, and they 

would not have won any games without their amazing 

Coach Trina! 

 

7th Grade A Team 

Kelsie Bliss 

Liliana Brewer 

Scarlet Charbonneau 

Selah Coots 

Kaia Dale-Johnson 

Kennah Gregory 

 

 

Harper Kruzick  

Autumn McCaughey 

Payton Ricks 

Delila Roberts 

Izze Selanoff 

Ella Siemers 

Braylynn Young 
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B Team Players 

Miley Baze 

Alidia Crabb 

Devalynn Duniphin 

Keira Forstner 

Jessie Johnson  

Caroline Karpik 

Shauna Koch 

Chloe Miller 

Brooklyn Phillips 

Lexi Somers 

Addie Sparks  

Olivia Tews  

 

“In a 

gentle 

way, 

you 

can 

shake 

the 

world.” 
-Gandhi 

 

 

Wradical Wrestlers 
By Elloree Smith 

 

  
 

     The KMS wrestling team is made up of 49 

athletes. Many of them say that wrestling is very fun, 

yet sometimes challenging. To start the wrestling 

season, the first match was in Seward. Many people 

said that it was very fun, especially going to Safeway 

on the way back. There have been eight wrestling 

matches so far; the most recent was the boroughs. 

There was also a home match before that, on 

February 18th. 

     At the start of every match, the wrestlers will 

weigh in. Because you want to be as light as possible 

before weighing in, the wrestlers are generally told to 

eat as little as possible, then after weighing in they 

will eat donuts or food that is sometimes served at the 

meets. A while after, the wrestlers will find a mat, 

spray it off, then do warm-ups and stretches. Some of 

their warms-ups include push-ups, practicing shots, 

and takedowns. One other warm is the “Kossack 

Jumping-Jacks.” The wrestlers will do jumping jacks 

and then each person will stop in their assigned letter, 

and spell Kossack! When they are done with warm-

ups, the wrestlers will spray off the mats again and 

get ready for the meet to start. 
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     As the meet begins, the girls have almost two hours 

before they have to wrestle, because they wrestle after 

the boys. The meet goes from lightest to heaviest in the 

weight classes. 

     Practices look a little different than the meets. The 

practices start with warball, while they are waiting for 

everyone to be ready. Sawyer Graham says that warball 

is his favorite part, and he kind of wanted to join just 

because of it! After that, they will start warm-ups. The 

8th graders will lead them, and some of the stretches 

include the hurdler stretch and jumping jacks. They 

also do push-ups and fingertip push-ups. After their 

stretches the wrestlers will watch as the high-schoolers 

teach them one or two moves. “The moves are 

generally defensive-based moves,” says Elisha Young, 

one of the 7th grade wrestlers. The KCHS wrestlers 

include Atlas, Talon, Alex, and his sister. They help the 

wrestlers learn new moves daily.  

      Near the end of practice the wrestlers will learn how 

to switch from defensive to offensive moves quickly. 

They will also do live wrestling with partners, 

following the rules that they have hanging up on the 

wall. Every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday they will 

do a cardio session. Once, at the end of every week, 

they will weigh in, and try to drink a lot of water, as 

well as try to eat healthy. 

     The three coaches are Coach Navarre, who was also 

a coach last year, Coach Brown, and Coach Seavy. 

Coach Brown does an extra “class” with students who 

would like to focus on more offense-based activities. 

Coach Navarre says that he loves coaching, and that 

people who do wrestling are going to learn some of the 

most important character traits, such as self-confidence, 

self-reliance, and perseverance. He likes to teach good 

takedowns, as well as escapes. He says that if a wrestler 

can take down his or her opponent, and escape from the 

opponent well, they will be sure to win the match! 

 



Wrestlers! 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Sensational Skiers 
By Brock Cooper 

 

     Cross-country skiing kicked off on January 

5th. There are many new skiers this year, and 

they are all learning quickly. Everyone is getting 

really fast because of the amazing coaches. We 

have a new coach, Ms. Silva, this year, along 

with the other coaches, Mr. Lewis and Coach 

Carson. 

     The weather conditions outside have been a 

mix of everything but our skiers don’t mind 

change. For a regular practice the skiers put kick 

wax on their skis if they are going to do classic; 

if they are skate skiing that week then they don’t. 

After they finish putting on their skis or their 

wax they go out and start skiing. The coaches 

have each day planned out to help improve each 

skier. Some days we are doing intervals, relays, 

games, and/or free-skiing.  

     On Thursdays we wax our skis; if the race on 

Friday is a skate race, then we wax the whole ski 

with glide wax. If the race is classic, then we put 

kick wax in our kick zone and glide wax outside 

of the kick zone. 

     One of the most improved beginners is Isaak 

Browning. Isaak started skiing this year, and he 

has already moved up to the advanced group. He 

said that his dad made him try skiing this year, 

but he is glad his dad made him because he is 

really enjoying it. He likes skate skiing more 

than classic because it is way faster and easier. 

One thing that he does not like about skiing is 

going uphill because it is slow and it takes too 

long. 

       Not only do we have new skiers, but we have 

a new coach, Ms. Silva. Coach Silva has been 

skiing for 20 years. She first started skiing at 

Tustumena Elementary. When she was younger, 

she would ski in the woods for hours on end. Ms. 

Silva decided to coach this year because Coach 

Carson needed help and she had some 

knowledge on skiing that she wanted to share. 

Ms. Silva said  that one of her favorite things 

about coaching is watching races because it 

makes her excited and reminisce about her 

own  ski races. 

     Coach Carson has been coaching for about 27 

years. When he first started coaching, he 

coached basketball. This is his sixth year  
(continued on page 14) 

KMS X-C Skiers 
 

6th Graders 
Maggie Bemis  

Shelby Cartwright 

Rayson Coffell 

Noah Cole 

Bridger Copple 

Kailey Crouse  

Landon Hoffman 

Leif Laker 

Zaiden McGlassen 

Maci Miller  

Dietrich Muller 

Noah Pancoast  

Rory Rang  

Gavin Real  

Megan Ross 

Ryan Ross 

Uriah Smith 

Gage Sturman 

Sophia Tews  

Dalton Wik 
 

7th Graders  
Noah Anding 

Brock Cooper  

Corbyn Crisp 

Kyle Foster 

Tolson Hall  

Ethan Herrmann  

Chase Johnson  

Dezmond McCaughey  

Elijah Pancoast 

Kanyon Scott  

Andrew Stein  

LeRoy Tomrdle 
 

8th Graders 
Lucia Carson 

Isla Crouse  

Ruby Davis 

Teresa Fallon 

Eli Smith 

Monica St. John 

Xiling Tanner 

Emily Taylor 
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X-C Skiers 
(continued from page 13) 

 

coaching at KMS. He also coached for 

five years for the Tsalteshi Youth Ski 

Program. He first started skiing 11 years 

ago at Tsalteshi. He enjoys having kids 

win, but the thing that makes him most 

happy is seeing the beginners improve. 

His favorite place to ski is Wolverine, 

Wolf, and the upper part of Bear trails at 

Tsalteshi.  

     The races are one of the best parts 

about skiing, well, for the skiers. When 

you watch the race, it seems to take 

forever, but when you are the one racing 

it feels like five minutes. The races start 

off with double 

poling to get the 

competitors spread 

out, then you start to 

do classic or skate 

depending on which 

type of race it is.  
 

 
 

               

 

Wintery Wit 
 

What do snowmen call their kids?    Chill-dren. 
 

What did the icy road say to the car? 

     “Want to go for a spin?” 
 

What falls in the winter but never gets hurt?     Snow. 
 

 What do you call it when a snowman throws a temper 

tantrum?     A meltdown. 
 

Did you hear about the man buried alive under a sudden 

snowstorm?     He was feeling under the weather. 
 

Did you hear about the snowman who fell in love with a 

mitten?     It was glove at first sight. 
 

Why are winter days great?     They’re snow much fun! 
 

Did you hear about the rude snowman? 

     He didn’t carrot all. 
 

No one likes eating outside in the winter. 

     It’s frost come, frost served. 
 

 Who’s at the door in winter?     It’s snowbody. 
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Why are ski resorts so funny?   

     Because they are hill-areas! 
 

Why did the skiers wear only one boot?         

   There was a 50% chance of snow in the forecast! 
 

What does a blind person use to ski?      

     A skiing eye dog! 

  

 

This issue of the KMS Purple Pages . . .  

is brought to you by reporters Angelina Bond, 

Scarlet Charbonneau, Brock Cooper, Vincent 

Guthrie, Chad Hernandez, Ava Kasdorf, 

Annemarie Lacy, Zoe Nelson, Carmen Olson, Ella 

Siemers, Elloree Smith, Olivia Tews, Arista Van 

Sickle, Hayden Williams, and Dianna Wright, with 

support from Journalism advisor Mrs. Nabholz. 

Illustrators for this issue include Annemarie and 

Ava. Thanks to Hector “Mr. T” Teran for 

sponsoring the T-shirt contest, and to all the 

students, teachers, staff, and parents who provided 

assistance with news and photos.  
 



Middle School Mathletes 
By Brock Cooper 

 

 
 

     MathCounts is a very fun after-school activity 

where you do math, math, and pretty much, math. 

MathCounts is from 2:30 to 5:00 on Thursday. 

Recently four of the top math students, Eli Pancoast, 

Xiling Tanner, Alex Kahn, and Brock Cooper went to 

a chapter competition in Anchorage.  

     In the MathCounts competition there are four 

rounds of math. The first round is the Sprint round, 

which has 30 math problems that get harder and harder 

the farther you get in the packet. After the Sprint round 

they move on to the Target round, which has 8 

problems that are worth 2 points each. The next round 

is the Team round; it has 10 problems each worth 2 

points.  

     Finally, the top 16 participants go into the 

Countdown round. The Countdown round is played 

out as a tournament with two mathletes at a time. If 

you lose the match-up, then you are eliminated from 

the round. Alex and Xiling made it into the 

Countdown round. Xiling battled fiercely and placed 

first! 

 

Editor’s note: The KMS team of Xiling, Alex, Brock, 

and Eli placed second overall at the Chapter 

competition. Xiling qualified as an individual for the 

State competition in Fairbanks in March. 

 
The KMS team takes a break to play some games. 

 

 
MathCounts club members enjoy playing 

Bananagrams and snacking on some bananas! 

 

Here are the final results: 
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 The Wheel of the Zodiac 
By Annemarie Lacy 

 

Most people have heard about horoscopes, but many 

don’t know the true depth of their zodiac chart. Each 

person has an in-depth chart that includes every 

planet in our solar system that shows what zodiac 

sign each planet was in at the time of birth. It also 

has other elements and aspects that complete your 

chart besides what signs the planets reside in.  
 

Zodiac Chart Origins 

The zodiac chart that we most commonly use now 

originates heavily from ancient Greece, but also 

pulls aspects from ancient Babylon. The first form 

of the zodiac chart comes from Ptolemy’s 

Tetrabiblos. Ptolemy divided the 360 degree rotation 

of the earth into equal 30 degree sectors and 

calculated which stars could be witnessed during 

each period of time. Later the zodiac signs were 

created, and each sign has its own constellation that 

can be seen during each period of time. Now many 

people use this system to discover things about 

themselves that they may not have known, or to 

understand people around them. 
 

Sun Signs 

Your sun sign is the primary astrology sign in your 

birth chart. When somebody asks you what your 

zodiac sign is, this is the sign that you would answer 

with. The sun sign on your chart represents what 

your ego and motivations are.  This sign will also 

determine what your romantic compatibility may be, 

although this can vary based on the fact that you 

have other signs influencing you. The sun takes 

about a month before it enters a new sign. This 

means that when the sun is resting in alignment with 

one of the twelve zodiac signs, it will take the time 

span of a month before it comes into alignment with 

another sign in the zodiac. 
 

Moon Signs 

Your moon sign will control what your emotional 

nature will be. Your moon sign tends to outline what 

your feelings and desires are, and also makes up 

emotions that you hide under the surface. Unlike the 

sun, it only takes the moon two and a half days to 

change into a new sign. Because of this you have to 

find out what zodiac sign the moon was in during the 

time of your birth. There are websites online that can 

help you do this, such as Cafeastrology.com. 
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Ascendent/Rising Signs 

The rising sign is the sign that rises on the eastern 

horizon at your moment of birth. This aspect of your 

birth chart is much more personal to each person 

because it can vary based on where you live and it 

changes every two hours. Similar to your moon sign, 

you can find online websites that hold logs of past rising 

signs, so you can find out what your rising sign is. One 

great website for this is Astrosofa.com. The ascendent 

sign shows you what your social personality is, or in 

other words, how you talk to and present yourself 

towards others. Your rising sign can represent how you 

also act physically, such as body language. 
 

Aries, March 21-April 19 

Aries is the first sign in the wheel of 

the zodiac. It’s a masculine sign with 

the element of fire and of cardinal 

quality. Aries is ruled by the planet 

Mars and is represented by the ram; the 

ram represents the head-on nature that 

Aries have towards life. Traits: 

impulsive, aggressive, impatient, combative, 

pioneering, assertive, active, leading, naive, brave, 

enthusiastic, bold, confident, and passionate. 
 

Taurus, April 20-May 20 

Taurus is represented by the bull and is 

ruled by the planet Venus. Taurus is a 

feminine earth sign of fixed quality. 

Traits: “down to earth,” stable, 

peaceful, enjoy being outdoors, live 

life to its fullest, dependable, sturdy, 

stubborn, possessive, physical, tenacious, prosperous, 

physical, grounded, resilient. 
 

Gemini, May 21-June 21 

The sign of Gemini is represented by 

the twins and is ruled by the planet 

Mercury. This sign is of mutable quality 

and is an air sign. Gemini is also a sign 

with masculine energy. Traits: chatty, 

energetic, social, outgoing, curious, 

knowledgeable, flexible, gossipy, imaginative, social. 
 

Cancer, June 22-July 22 

Next comes the emotional Cancer. 

Cancer is ruled by the moon and has 

feminine energy. Cancer is shown as the 

crab, of cardinal quality, and is one of 

the three water signs. Traits: emotional, 

sensitive, nurturing, caring, emotionally 

intelligent, comfortable, in-tune with their environment. 
 



Leo, July 23-August 22 

Ruled by the sun, of fixed quality, and 

has masculine energy. Leo is the fifth 

sign in the zodiac and is a fire sign. Leo 

is bold and courageous like the lion 

that represents it. Traits: confident, 

fierce, regal, dominant, creative, 

confident, generous, attention-seeking, craves 

visibility, courage. 
 

Virgo, August 23-September 22 

Virgo comes up next as the sixth sign 

in the wheel of the zodiac. Virgo is 

represented by the virgin, ruled by 

Mercury, and of mutable quality. 

Virgo is also a feminine earth sign. 

Traits: detail-oriented, perfectionist, 

independent, wish to serve others, dedicated to being 

helpful and important, practical, modest, flexible, 

organized, analytical, critical, intelligent. 
 

Libra, September 23-October 23 

The sign of Libra is a cardinal air sign 

with masculine energy. Above all, 

Libras constantly seek balance, shown 

by the scales that represent Libra. 

Traits: want to solve conflict and 

renew harmony, create compromise, 

balanced, moral, diplomatic, thoughtful, indecisive, 

compassionate. 
 

Scorpio, October 24-November 21 

As the name suggests, the sign of 

Scorpio is represented by the 

scorpion. Intense and focused, 

Scorpio is a water sign of fixed 

quality with feminine energy. 

Unlike most zodiac signs, Scorpio 

has two ruling planets, Pluto and 

Mars. Traits: passionate, bold, mysterious, hold 

emotions inside, obsessive, hold grudges, determined, 

like stability and routine, resourceful, possessive, 

psychological, focused, mystical, secretive, intense.  
 

Sagittarius, November 22-December 21 

Sagittarius is ruled by Jupiter and is of 

mutable quality. This is a masculine 

fire sign that is represented by the 

archer, or centaur. The centaur is a 

half-man, half-beast creature from 

Greek mythology. Traits: beastly, 

restless, wisdom seeking, rational, optimistic, 

enthusiastic, struggle with commitment, unruly, 

irresponsible, overly honest, outspoken, hurtful.  

Capricorn, December 22-January 19 

Capricorn is ruled by Saturn, 

represented by the goat, and a feminine 

earth sign of cardinal quality. Traits: 

wise, tenacious, conservative, 

disciplined, ambitious, resourceful, 

authentic, like new beginnings, 

constant, serious, traditional, value true friends. 
 

Aquarius, January 20-February 18 

Don’t let the name deceive you, 

Aquarius is an air sign. They are ruled 

by Uranus, of fixed quality, and have 

masculine energy. It may confuse 

people, but this air sign is represented 

by the symbol of the water bearer. 

Traits: assertive, individualistic, independent, 

humanitarian, inventive, original, intellectual, aloof, 

opinionated, idealistic, friendly, detached, optimistic. 
 

Pisces, February 19-March 20 

Pisces is the last sign in the wheel of 

the zodiac and is fittingly a water 

sign. Pisces has feminine energy, is 

ruled by Neptune, and has mutable 

quality. Riding along in the water is 

the symbol of Pisces, the fish. Traits: 

humane, empathetic, emotional, sensitive, 

compassionate, creative, artistic, tender, dreamy, 

naive, gullible, people-pleasing, impressionable, 

perceptive, connect with people through emotions. 
 

How would all of your signs work together? 

What is an example of a Zodiac chart? 
     Well, let's say you were born on June 8th, 2004, at 7:02 

am, in Clear Water, Louisiana. This would mean that you 

are a Gemini sun, with a Pisces moon, and a Cancer rising. 

These are your main three signs; you still have many more 

planets and factors that influence your chart, so keep that in 

mind going forward. Gemini suns have an urge for self-

expression and the need to collect and share information. 

You would be good at fitting in with others and be flexible 

to new things. You might also be impressionable and 

scattered, and sometimes hard to understand. You are a 

smart person, but you have a short attention span. Your 

moon sign, Pisces, would make you a very dreamy person 

who is often not in touch with reality. You would have a 

great intuition and an odd sense of humor. Finally, your 

rising sign, Cancer, makes a person easily flustered, 

especially when they are around other people. When this 

happens your first instinct would be to protect yourself; this 

could make you seem withdrawn, or shy to others. You also 

seem to be a very caring person around other people. 

Sources: astrosofa.com, cafeastrology.com, 
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Daunting Dreams  
By Zoe Nelson 

 

     Have you ever woken up from a dream convinced 

you were falling? Or that you were at school?  Dreams 

in popular media are often portrayed as either future-

predicting prophecies or nightmares that haunt you after 

you awaken, and while nightmares can follow you for a 

while afterwards, most people don’t really remember 

their dreams.  

     A section of the brain called the temporoparietal 

junction holds emotions and lets go of most of your 

dream memories. A few more memorable ones may 

linger in your brain for you to tell your friends about, but 

most vanish from your mind the moment you wake up.  

     Some people make a living trying to interpret the 

meanings of dreams, but there’s no scientific backing to 

dreams having any meaning at all. There’s also no 

backing to dreams being able to predict the future, but 

things like that are mostly up to personal opinion. 

Despite all of that, dreams have many interesting and 

unexplained facts that most people don’t actually care to 

know about. 

     There are many different kinds of dreams, including 

daydreaming, which most students probably do when 

they’re bored in class. There are also lucid dreams, 

which are dreams where you are aware you are dreaming 

and can often control what happens to you or any 

characters inside your dream. A few people have false 

awakening dreams, where they ‘wake up’ and probably 

go about their morning routine before actually waking 

up. Some people have a dream that happens many times 

in a row, possibly with small variations each time. It’s 

very rare, but some people have experienced dreams that 

happen across multiple nights, picking up where they 

leave off each time.  

     A very common dream type is nightmares. These are 

dreams that put the dreamer into a scary situation, 

though such situations that can be classified as 

nightmares vary from person to person, of course. The 

most common nightmare is being chased, according to 

surveys.  
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A common nightmare is your 

teeth falling out, and another is 

catching on fire. Some people 

may experience more personal 

nightmares, such as replays of 

arguments with friends or family. 

Most people report having more 

nightmares when they are 

stressed, and the things that are 

stressing them out show up in the 

dream until they are resolved, and sometimes even 

for a little while after.  

     A student at KMS, Vincent Guthrie, told me their 

worst nightmare. “I was in a zombie apocalypse, and 

I was outside in this barren wasteland. There were 

zombies all over the place, so I ran back inside the 

house and started watching TV for some reason. 

There were zombie clowns on the TV, and they 

started crawling out.” 

     Mrs. Rininger was caught off guard by my 

question, but she did give me an answer: “That my 

family is murdered in the night, or people start 

posting that their garages were broken into and I start 

hearing strange noises.” 

     I forced Elizabeth Theron to give me a response: 

“I was standing in a dark room and there was a 

spotlight on me. Everyone was looking at me but 

there was nobody there, only eyes.” 

     My personal worst nightmare happened very 

recently, actually. Me and a group of unknown 

friends were climbing up a 100-story broken down 

building that would restore behind us as we moved 

up. More people came in to stay in the rooms as we 

moved, and it seemed to be a fancy hotel. My friends 

and I got to the top floor, 100 stories up, and after a 

while we needed to go back down for something. My 

friends were taking the elevator, but I took the stairs. 

The elevator was one of those that was placed in the 

middle of a room, and when I reached  the ground 

floor, their elevator fell all the way down, and I’m 

sure you can imagine the state of them after that. I 

also remember going to therapy in this dream, 

though I can’t really remember what I said about the 

whole thing.  

     Of course, there is way more to dreams than what 

can be said in an article, or more than what we know 

currently. The way they manifest, and the claims that 

dreams predict the future, is something that could be 

debated among many people, such as scientists and 

psychiatrists, each with different beliefs and claims. 
(continued on page 19)  

 



Dreams 
(continued from page 18) 

 

 
 

There is no real reason 

that can be fully agreed 

upon as to why exactly 

we dream, or why all 

dreams seem so 

different among 

different people, and 

it’s unclear if a definite 

answer will ever appear, 

but many people are 

very willing to speak 

about their dreams and 

what they mean.  

     Think about the 

worst or best dream 

you’ve ever had. Did 

anything that happened 

in it actually happen in 

real life? Perhaps your 

most recent dream will 

actually come true. 

Keep an eye out for 

anything that seems 

familiar! 
 

*     *     * 

Emma Karron: If there 

is one thing human 

beings are good at, it’s 

their ability to ignore. 

You see something not 

right about the world, 

ignore it, who knows, it 

might fix itself. You see 

someone being hurt, 

ignore it, you don’t 

want to be next. No 

matter how hard we try 

to ignore it, all those 

bad things are still there 

lurking in the shadows. 

Slam Poets 
James Adams 

Noah Anding 

Roman Campanella 

Olyve Croom 

Alexander Grundberg 

Dominic Hayden 

Kira Inman 

Ezra Jusmable 

Emma Karron 

Christine Lapinsky 

Hailey McKinney 

Heather Newcomb-Hammer 

Daniel Stuart 

Sophia Sturm 

Kash Timmerman 

 

Noah Anding: My bacon 

was done baking, time to 

eat my beautiful creation, 

but my bacon was taken, 

my heart was aching, only 

for that bacon that was 

brutally taken, my poor, 

poor bacon. Now I’m 

shaking, my belly was 

quaking, wait, there, I 

found my bacon with only 

one bite taken. I must have 

been mistaken. 

 

Kash Timmerman: More 

and more strokes of even 

more colorful colors pop 

up around the canvas like 

bullets in a target. The 

paint drips like water from 

a faucet, adding up the 

water bills. Soon, all of the 

strokes of paint start to 

make a shape, a face, a 

purpose. The paint starts to 

seep into the canvas 

material like water on a 

paper towel. Art hurts, it 

bites, scratches, hits, it’s 

not for everyone. But if 

you commit yourself, 

accept that all of your 

pieces aren’t going to be 

perfect, give yourself 

permission . . .  

Superb Poetry Slam 
 

 
 

Students in Mr. Gustkey’s language arts classes 

gathered in the KMS library on the evening of February 

22 for the second annual KMS Poetry Slam. These 

brave poets shared their words of wit and wisdom with 

a packed house. Nobody clapped . . . but there was lots 

of energetic finger snapping to thank the presenters! 

The event was perfectly summed up by one poet, who 

said, “I’m proud of myself!” as they left the stage. 
 

Here are a few excerpts from their poems: 
 

Ezra Jusmable: People always talk to me about my 

hair. Some people tell me to straighten it again. Sure, if 

you want my hair to look like I tried to start a dumpster 

fire on a hot day and failed. Plus it looks like I drink 

Coors Light for a living. I don’t care about my hair, so 

we get what we get.  

 

Roman Campanella: You’re sick. You made us all 

sick, literally. You made us tremble and ache, and rot 

with sadness and fear. What a year it had been, our joy, 

our happiness, our thoughts, just swept away, right in 

front of us, right from under our feet, like brooms and 

dirt piles. All swept away. What a year it had been. 

 

Sophia Sturm: You always feel alone. You feel alone 

even though you know there’s people around you. It’s 

not like you don’t have friends. You just feel that way. 

You look in the mirror and there’s a frown on your face. 

Something is wrong . . .  

 

Hailee McKinney: “Beauty is pain.” As a kid, I heard 

this phrase a lot in movies, shows, and books. Many, 

many places impacted the phrase, “Beauty is pain.” A 

phrase most commonly repeated to women as a 

reminder of why they try to fit in. But why is it that 

females try to live up to such high standards? 
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Savory Siam 
By Ava Kasdorf  

 

    When you walk into the 

restaurant, immediately you 

can hear the sizzling of 

vegetables and noodles 

being fried, smell rich spices, and feel very welcomed. Siam 

Noodle is a small, local family-run restaurant in Soldotna. The 

restaurant is the “little sister” of Thai Town in Kenai. Both are 

run by the same family. 

     When my family and I first entered the restaurant, the blue 

walls and gold decorations welcomed us. We were greeted by a 

waitress who sat us down at a table. She handed us menus and 

water and gave us 3-5 minutes to look over the menu. It did not 

take long to wait for our food to arrive. While we were eating, 

the waitress asked if everything was okay, and refilled our 

drinks.  

     Siam Noodle’s menu has a wide variety of options, including 

vegan options. Their website categorizes their meals as curries, 

noodles, soups, salads, rice dishes, and desserts. You can also 

choose how much spice you want in your dish up to 5+ stars, or 

if you want extra spice, they will give you a container of chili 

pepper flakes to add to your meal.  

     Prices for main courses range from $16-$22. Personally, Pad 

Thai is my favorite main dish. They also have a special menu that 

includes their more pricey meals, such as Khao Soi chicken, 

Khao Soi shrimp, and Thai Pineapple Shrimp Fried Rice. The 

restaurant’s drinks consist mostly of 

boba teas and their DELICIOUS iconic 

Thai tea. Drinks are $7-$8 (I would 

definitely recommend the taro milk tea 

with boba), and fountain drinks are $4.  

     Siam Noodle is located in Soldotna, 

on the Sterling Highway, across from 

Trustworthy Hardware at the corner of 

Lovers Lane, down to the left of Dairy 

Queen. They have a website and also do 

Doordash. Siam Noodle is open from 11 am-8 pm every day but 

Wednesday. 

     The quality of the food at Siam Noodle ranges from good to 

excellent. They are always 

consistent with the flavor and 

serve generous amounts of 

food on your plate. Although 

the interior design isn’t fancy, 

their customer service is 

excellent, and Siam Noodle is 

definitely worth visiting for 

the flavorful food! 
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Sugar Magnolias 
By Carmen Olson   

 

     When you walk into Sugar Magnolias, 

you first notice the sweet smell of incense 

and the warm, welcoming environment. 

Everything in the store has its personality 

and vibrant colors. They have a great 

selection of clothing, from dresses to hats 

and purses. They also have lots of items 

with funny quotes, like socks, pins, towels, 

stickers, and postcards. 

      I enjoy shopping 

there because of their 

unique selection. Most 

stores and shops do not 

have things that stand 

out to me, but lots of 

things at Sugar 

Magnolias stand out. 

My sister and I like to 

go there for new 

incense and funky 

pants. They have a 

good variety of things 

for everyone, but the feeling I get from the 

store is more for hippies and spiritual 

people.  

     Every time you buy from a local store, 

you contribute to our town and your own 

well-being. The money you spend in our 

local shops stays in the community. While 

the clothes may be more expensive at local 

stores like Sugar Magnolias, they have 

some excellent deals and are well-made. 

Not just for money purposes, but local items 

are also more likely to be better quality than 

something you can buy on Shein or 

Amazon. 
 

 
     Sugar Magnolias is located on the 

Sterling Highway across from Soldotna 

Creek Park, upstairs in the same building as 

Jersey Subs. 
 



Wonderful Wonder 
By Arista Van Sickle 

 

     If you're looking for a 

book to read that’s thrilling 

and fun, then I think Wonder 

would be the perfect book for 

you. Wonder overall explores 

a boy’s life and how he is 

looking forward to making 

friends during the year but 

ends up making more than 

just companions.   

     Wonder is about a boy 

named August Pullman who 

is ten years old and in the fifth grade. August has a 

disorder called Treacher Collins Syndrome; he also 

has a cleft lip that is the cause of him getting bullied 

at school for his appearance. His friends, Jack, Julian, 

Charlotte, and Christopher, help him get over the 

bullying and protect him, as do his parents. August’s 

father doesn’t appreciate it when his wife treats 

August like a baby and is overprotective, even though 

deep down he himself is scared for his son.  

     My favorite thing about the book would be that 

when August gets bullied his parents comfort him. 

Even though he has people there for him, he still feels 

alone and upset, and I feel like many people could 

relate to him. People who have to deal with bullies at 

school or people who feel as if they are alone would 

really enjoy this kind of book, because finding 

someone who feels the same way about certain life 

troubles might appreciate just knowing that there are 

others out there who feel the same emotions.  

     One of my favorite quotes from the book is, “If 

you have a choice between being right or kind, 

choose kind.” “Don’t judge a boy by his face” is the 

second quote that I love personally because August’s 

friends stick up for him by saying that, and of course 

the meaning isn’t just for boys, it can be for females 

too. So, if you’re looking for a thrilling and fun book, 

I think Wonder would be the perfect book for you! 

 

*     *     * 

 

“Do not allow people to dim your shine 

because they are blinded. Tell them 

to put some sunglasses on.” 
-Lady Gaga 

 

February B-days 

By Hayden Williams 
 

01- Caden Miller 

02- Lilliana Brewer 

03- Gracelyn Moore 

04- Dane Carter 

05- Landen Hoffman 

06- Parker Metteer 

06- Royce Hinton 

06- Alex Patkotak 

07- Nolen James 

08- Carson Cramer 

09- Ryland Purcell 

10- Natalie Williams 

10- Kimber Moore 

10- Lyman McBride 

10- Tanner Gregory 

12- Keegan Guthrie 

12- Sage Morgan 

12- Lucas Swanson 

13- Nik Sebesta 

13- Lily Buffington 

14- Charlotte Heinrich 

14- Kolben Lopez 

15- Isabel Theron 

17- LeRoy Tomrdle 

18- Lawrence Dean 

19- Stella Drobnick 

19- Riley McGahan 

20- Grace Wik 

21- Shaye Stone 

21- Ms. Johnson 

22- Noah Cole 

22- Lorriene Reid 

23- Landen Pietz 

23- Sophia Sturm 

24- Jacob Prieto 

26- Piper Anglebrandt 

26- Demarien Pruitt 

27- Jace Mizera 

28- Amare’ Williams 

28- Leif Laker 

 

      

March B-days 

By Zoe Nelson 
 

01 Andrew Stein 

01 Alexi McIrvin 

02 Mrs. Wingster 

03 Mazin Muller 

03 Noah Pancoast 

03 Taeja Stephens 

03 Michael Barger 

04 Ava Kasdorf 

04 Landon Stanley 

05 Jaedyn Chunn 

05 James Adams 

07 Zoe Nelson 

07 Lilah-Ann Roehl 

07 Keith O’Larey 

08 Truman Dodson 

10 Isla Crouse 

10 Quinn Dodson 

11 Dalanie Keef 

14 Mrs. Rodriguez 

15 Mr. Tilly 

15 Emma Castimore 

16 Jamel Barnes 

16 Lily Taliesin 

17 Maggie Bemis 

18 Corbyn Crisp 

19 Kadence Holmes 

21 Emily McDonald 

22 Riel Castillo 

23 Katalla Tomrdle 

25 Skyla Foster 

26 Lexi Somers 

29 Aryana Perkins 

30 Amelia Adams 

30 Daniel Stuart 

 

 
Get it? March….  

Please tell me you get it. 
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Dear Dianna 
By Dianna Wright  

 

Hey there! Looking for 

advice? Look in my 

direction, as I answer any 

questions you may have for 

me as I am an experienced 

8th grader here at KMS! I can 

answer any deep, dark 

questions or just offer some 

quick advice you may need 

for personal issues.  

 

Dear Dianna,  

I posted a baby picture of my friend and now they’re mad. 

Help.     -Picture Poster 
 

Dear Picture Poster,  

Well, well, I see the position you’re in and it is not an easy 

one, that’s for sure. It’s very difficult to undo something 

already done, but it’s never too late to apologize. Of course, 

the first thought is that your friend is probably upset because 

they feel uncomfortable about something you shared about 

them to the public. First, do the right thing and apologize. 

You crossed their boundaries by doing something pretty 

irritating. Then ask them if they would like you to take it 

down, and do what they want. I really hope this advice helps 

the position you are in, and next time please do the right thing 

and check with the person before sharing anything of theirs 

with others.  

 

Dear Dianna, 

So I have a friend in our group and she’s had a really bad 

attitude lately and she snapped and yelled at one of our 

friends! I don’t want to be rude cause one day she started 

crying. Honestly I’m kinda tired of her. What should I do? 

What should I say to her?      -Anonymous  
 

Dear Anonymous, 

You must feel a bit stuck right now and I fully understand 

that. It is completely necessary to not know how to handle 

this type of situation. It sounds like the best possible way to 

deal with this issue is to slowly distance yourself from this 

person. It may be hard and may seem like it’s not helping, but 

it will. The more you spend time away from this person, the 

more time they are going to have to understand that what they 

were doing affected you.  

Dear Dianna,  

I have this “friend” she is so rude and we 

can’t figure out how to tell her that I don’t 

like her!     -Anonymous 
 

Dear Anonymous,  

I am so sorry you feel this way. This is a 

serious situationship. I hate to say it, but it’s 

better to say something than nothing, so 

when it’s the right time take some time and 

write her a note or a message or whatever 

you feel most comfortable with doing. I 

know it may be hard to start, but once you’re 

out of this situation you definitely won’t 

regret it because no one deserves anyone 

being rude to them. NO ONE! 

 

Dear Dianna,  

Sometimes when I drink Dr. Pepper, my 

friends call me names and it makes me sad. 

Please be my friend.      -Anonymous 
 

Dear Anonymous,  

That is not nice at all. I would love to be 

your friend! But I also would love it if you 

could tell your friends about how the names 

they call you aren’t nice and how it makes 

you feel. You don’t deserve to be called 

those names. Know your worth! 

 

Dear Dianna,  

What color folders are each subject? This has 

been a huge argument in my math class.      

-Anonymous 
 

Dear Anonymous, 

That’s a tough one right there. If I could help 

you I would, but to be completely honest, 

there is no correct answer. Everybody has a 

different perception on different things, 

whether it’s the color of the folder for each 

subject or the way you correctly park a car. 

Sorry to break it to you, but even if I were to 

say my opinion on this it would still be a 

widely controversial topic. As much as I 

would love to help you, I would just go with 

your gut and choose the folder based on 

which feels most right to you.  

 

“At the end of the day, whether or not those people are comfortable with how you’re living 

your life doesn’t matter. What matters is whether you’re comfortable with it.”     -Dr. Phil 
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Anonymous Confessions 
By Raine Whispers, Skrunkly & #hockeymom 

 

      
 

“I hide in closets and watch people sleep on 

Saturdays.”     -Closet Creeper 
 

Dear Closet Creeper,  

I was just wondering, have you been caught yet? 

Because that wasn’t very clear in your message. If 

you haven’t been caught yet, well… I guess nothing 

is illegal if you don’t get caught.     -Raine Whispers 

 

“When I was younger, I’m talking 3 or 4, I hid a bell 

pepper under my bed. Until it rotted and eventually I 

showed it to my dad. He immediately threw it away.” 

-From Pencil Patty 
 

Hello Pencil Patty, 

Why specifically a bell pepper? Do you have an 

emotional attachment to vegetables? It may be 

helpful to let you know that the next time you want to 

preserve your friends, you should stick them in the 

freezer. Just make sure they aren’t strong enough to 

open the door.      -Skrunkly 

 

“I only eat the sause out of pizza everthing else I 

leave.”     -no signature 
 

Ok then… you really need to fix your grammar, and 

that sentence doesn’t really make sense… on the 

other hand, no, just no. Pizza could not be pizza 

without sauce, yes, but nobody, unless they are 

completely out of their mind, will just eat the sauce! 

So I guess that means that all you will get for your 

birthday is jars of pizza sauce…      -#HockeyMom   

 

“I DON’T LIKE PEOPLE”     -#weirdo! 
 

Hello #weirdo! 

Perhaps the only reason you don’t like people is the 

handwriting that they can’t read. Nobody wants to 

hang out with a person who can’t pass notes in class, 

effectively leading to loneliness. We had to get help 

to read the last word of your submission.    -Skrunkly 

“I <3 apples no not that kind of apples CAndy apples 

from dance moms!”     -Dance moms lover 
 

Hello dance moms lover, 

I’m not entirely sure what you mean by the dance 

moms candy apples. Is there a special recipe they 

used as a treat for their dancers? Sprinkles, perhaps? 

Maybe you can send me a link, I would love to try it 

if it’s that tasty. 

-Skrunkly 

 

“I LOVE APPLES SO MUCH I THINK I NEED 

HELP I CANT STOP EATING APPLES!”     -apple 
 

Greetings apple! 

Considering the fact that you signed off with the 

name apple, I would assume you would be eating 

your own kind. If this is a case of cannibalism, I think 

I should call the police. Or if they show up eating 

apples, I think you may go a bit insane.   

-Skrunkly 

 

“Miss Abby doesn’t like me she 

threw a chair because I didn’t paint 

the chair.”     -Paige, #sosad 

 

Dear Paige, are you in danger? Does 

Miss Abby try to throw things at you 

often? I definitely think that you 

should greatly reconsider the people that you 

associate yourself with. I suggest that you should also 

try suggesting therapy to Miss Abby, because it 

seems like she has some unchecked anger issues. I 

think that your little friend over here would benefit 

from some one-on-one time with a therapist, sitting in 

a chair… oh wait…     -Raine Whispers 

 

“I thik that baeing in dance moms is to stressful for 

me!”     -#maddie ziegler 
 

Hey maddie ziegler! I am very concerned, because it 

seems that you are so stressed that you can’t even 

spell correctly! Maybe you should consider leaving 

dance moms and spend some time practicing 

spelling. Maybe once you can spell ‘think’ you can 

continue to dance with Abby Lee Miller.  

-Raine Whispers 

 

“People are sus”     -sus people 
 

Please leave the word sus in 2020, nobody wants it to 

come back.     -Raine Whispers                                
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Overheard 
 By Olivia Tews 

 

“Broccoli.” 

“Stop caressing my binder.” 

“She’s pregnant again? Her forehead is so big!” 

“You have my DNA now, so you can make a love  

  potion if you want to.” 

“Shut up. Respectfully.” 

“Is Kevin spelled with a K?” 

“My popcorn tastes like my locker freshener.” 

“Vegans don’t eat milk?” 

Student 1: “Bible study, bathroom, 4:00.” 

Student 2: “What?” 

Student 1: “It’s BYOB, bring your own bible.” 

“It’s the only quiet place in my 

family.” 

“My eyes are swizzling in my 

eyes.”  

“Did you put my potato family in 

the dirt?” 

“That looks like a bathrobe!” 

“What if her leg falls off?” 

“Don’t harass Pilgrims.” 

“He’s a gold digger for his cousin.” 

“I need my daily dose of poop  

  memes.” 

Teacher: “Silly goose.” 

Student: “Don’t call me that.” 

Teacher: “Silly duck.” 

“I’m bad at my own language.” 

“Are you eating your hair?” 

“This is a true story. It happened to my cousin’s  

  sister’s dog walker.” 

“I got the coolest pencil. It’s like a pen.” 

Student 1: “Did you get beat up?”  

Student 2: “If I got beat up I wouldn’t be here.”  

Student 1: “Where would you be?”  

Student 2: “In the ground.” 

“Is there a definition of the word definition?” 

“Nemo just has issues.” 

“Why are my eyes so watery…and dry?” 

“You came behind me and grabbed my  

  cheeks…YOU GRABBED MY CHEEKS!!” 

“He also sniffed my shoe.” 

“I have double jointed toes.” 

“Are you blowing on her toes?” 

“I need that baby’s face!” 

“Would you really throw a goat?” 

“Garden gnomes have feelings too.” 

“I don’t own organization skills.” 

“Look at the tape dispensers –  

  they’re kissing!”  

Student 1: “My brain feels like it was 

eaten by a bear, then spit back up.” 

Student 2: “OOF! Indigestion.” 

“If I sleep with a person I would  

  MARRY IT!” 

“SILLY GOOBER!” 

“Wait, did I say that out loud?” 

“Baby girl.” 

“Snakes don’t have babies?” 

“You mean the world is close to extinguish?  

  Coooooooool!” 

“Did the teacher use a potty word?” 

Teacher: “You guys are all chessed out?”   

Student: “I’m stressed out.” 

“I nibble your sisters.” 

“I’m the weiner, I mean the winner.” 

“Are you doing Kung Fu in the shower?” 

Student 1: “You 

should go sing 

soprano.” 

Student 2: “No, I’m 

not a soprano.  

Student 3: “You’re 

an American.” 

“Mr. Dosko’s house seems like it would smell like  

  barbeque!” 

“I have a lot of excess elbow skin.” 

“Stop bullying my ankles.” 

Student 1: “This book has not been 

checked out for nine years.”  

Student 2: “Neither have you!” 

“Don’t get rid of my fish head.”  

“You can make prosthetic eggs.” 

“Are humans flammable?” 

 

Summer Haiku 
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