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April Fools’ Day! 
By Sophia Bilger 

 

     How did April Fools become an international 

holiday? The origins trace back to the 1500s in France, 

when the Julian calendar (established by Julius 

Caesar) was replaced by the Gregorian calendar 

(introduced by Pope Gregory XIII). In the Julian 

calendar, the new year started on April 1, but the 

Gregorian calendar moved it to January 1. News 

traveled slowly in those days, and people who hadn’t 

heard about the calendar change continued celebrating 

the new year on April 1. These individuals were 

mocked for their outdated celebrations!  

     From this tradition of mockery, the practice of 

playing pranks on April 1 emerged and spread 

throughout Europe and eventually worldwide. The 

custom of April Fools’ jokes has been around for more 

than 500 years, evolving into the international day of 

pranks we know today.  
 

Here is a funny prank story from Mr. Tilly: 
 

     During his years as a firefighter, Mr. Tilly worked 

alongside a creative prankster. A police officer planned 

a special something involving their police officer 

friend. In 2002, M&Ms temporarily changed the tan 

colored M&M to purple. There was a contest where 

you could win around a million dollars if you got a bag 

full of purple M&M’s. The police officer spent weeks 

collecting purple M&Ms from bags, meticulously 

sorting and saving them. His goal was to save enough 

and recreate the “winning” bag. The police officer 

went to the other police officer and said that he was 

going to buy some M&Ms and asked if he wanted 

some. When the prankster handed the other police 
(continued on page 2)   
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April Fools’ Day! 
(continued from page 1) 

 

 
 

officer the bag filled with purple M&Ms, 

it caused the victim to think that he won 

the jackpot! The cop victim was ready to 

turn in his badge and quit until the 

firefighter friend told him it was a joke.   

 

Here are some prank ideas from 

classmates for next year: 
 

• Dip Brussels sprouts in chocolate 

and call them cake pops  

• Blend cereal, baby food, chili, and 

any chunky foods in a blender, 

then bring it to school and pretend 

it’s vomit 

• Put toothpaste in between two 

Oreo cookies and give it to your 

friends or family 

• Use an empty pillowcase and put a 

block of wood in it to substitute for 

a pillow 

• Go on Amazon and buy no-tear 

toilet paper, so the next person will 

have trouble wiping  

• Turn everything in your house 

upside down but act like it’s totally 

normal  

• Tape the sink faucet, so the next 

time a person goes to wash their 

hands it sprays them 

• Put Saran wrap over the toilet 

bowl, so when someone goes to the 

bathroom they overflow 

• Switch can labels by slitting the 

labels and taping them on other 

cans 

• Tape the hose nozzle, so when 

someone goes to use it, it will 

splash everywhere outside 

• Put plastic bugs in someone’s 

lunch or sandwich 
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Here are three April Fools’ Day pranks that went wrong: 
 

     In 1708, an astrologer named Isaac Bickerstaff published a 

prediction that his rival, John Partridge, would die on March 29. On 

April 1, Bickerstaff circulated an anonymous account claiming 

Partridge had died of fever. As a result, mourners sought Partridge’s 

body for funeral arrangements. Though Partridge appeared in 

person and denied his death, people refused to believe him. He spent 

the next seven years trying to convince the public he was alive, until 

he actually died in 1715. 
 

     In 1957, the British Broadcasting Corporation or BBC played a 

hilarious prank on their viewers by airing a mockumentary about 

spaghetti trees. The mockumentary showed a Swiss family 

harvesting spaghetti after a mild 

winter. Then they cut over to Italy 

to report on blooming spaghetti 

plantations, saying that the 

spaghettis were having a 

particularly good year because of 

the disappearance of the infamous 

spaghetti weevil. The BBC got 

several calls asking how to grow 

spaghetti trees. All of the callers were told to place a sprig of 

spaghetti in a tomato can.  
 

     In 1974, residents in Sitka, 

Alaska awoke to see black 

smoke coming from the 

dormant volcano Mount 

Edgecumbe. Terrified that the 

volcano was going to explode, 

local authorities dispatched a 

helicopter to investigate the 

situation. Upon arrival, the pilot noticed something unusual in the 

snow. Thinking it could be an S.O.S. signal, the pilot descended for 

a closer look. What he discovered was enormous letters spelling out 

APRIL FOOLS.  

     The mastermind behind the elaborate prank was 50-year-old 

Oliver “Porky” Bickar. On April Fools he had transported 100 tires, 

old rags, smoke bombs and other flammable items and set them 

ablaze inside of the volcano’s crater. He then wrote the 50-foot-tall 

message in the snow nearby. Surprisingly, Porky faced no legal 

consequences for his stunt. He had informed the police and aviation 

authorities about his plans beforehand and they approved of the 

prank. His only oversight was he forgot to alert the Coast Guard, 

but ultimately it didn’t cause an issue.       
 

Sources for 1957 and 1974 stories are from 

Reader’s Digest and Be Amazed.   

 

Editor’s Note: April Fools’ Day has been 

rescheduled for April 31st this year!  
 



Opinion-8-ed 
By Arlo Cooper & Gideon Mason 

 

What weird obsession did you have as a kid? 
 

Uriah Smith- “Watching the window while it was 

raining and the droplets raced down the window.” 

 

Noah Pancoast- “I spent all my money on 

Legos.” 

 

Omaira Sagar- “Spider-Man because he is high key and 

fine shawty.”  

 

Charles Roberts- “Ducks.”  

 

Nik Sebesta- “Finding keys.” 

 

Gavin Victoroff- “I liked the feeling of cold skin.” 

 

Luey Focose- “I collected every single 

Dog Man book I still have.” 

 

Audrey Williams- “I was obsessed with 

Batman because of his 9-pack [lykyk].” 

 

Molli Sansotta- “I wore my earmuffs to school for fun, 

not because it was cold or anything, that was just what 

I wore.” 

 

Lily Teates- “I loved Dora the Explorer 

and Barbie like no other. We had so many 

Dora movies and I still have all the 

originals of 2010’s Barbie movies.”  

 

Logan Magallanes- “Keeping my ear 

pods super clean was massive, if they 

weren’t clean I would literally crash 

out.” 

 

Truman Dodson- “I really liked the 

soap containers with the pictures of the 

fishes on them.” 

Alexi McIrvin- “I loved 

Easy Bake Ovens, they 

were always fun until I got 

grounded for baking 

without permission.’’ 

 

Ceaton Grimm- “Cane’s, good.’’ 

 

Stella Drobnick- “Chunky Monkey Ben & Jerry's, 

it’s my favorite ice cream.’’ 

 

Bristol Tiel- “Winnie the Pooh, I loved Eeyore bc 

he always looked sad, I had a stuffie and tried to 

cheer him up.’’ 

 

Brooklyn Coleman- “I used 

to be obsessed with LOL 

dolls & Shopkins. I was 

trying to get as many as I 

could so I could be in the 

Guinness Book of World 

Records.” 

 

Brenda Hall- “Ladybugs, I used to look for them 

and keep them in a container and sometimes eat 

them.” 

 

Mia Settlemyer- “Worms, I would dig them up and 

put them in a cup holder in my playhouse, I would 

cut them and almost had a heart attack when they 

didn’t die.” 

 

Mrs. Pedersen- “I needed 

everything with Winnie the Pooh.” 

 

Axel Washington- “Eating raw 

onions dipped in ketchup.” 

 

For Brooklyn Coleman: The most Shopkins 

collected in the Guinness Book of World Records 

was 2,271 and we bet as a kid you had nothing 

close to that many! 

 

 

This issue of the KMS Purple Pages . . .  

is brought to you by reporters Graysen Besse, Sophia Bilger, Arlo Cooper, Lily Guest, Sophie King, Hadassah 

Kreider, Gideon Mason, Rory Rang, Madi Redder, Kenzie Toering, Tatem Van Slyke, and Roni Weeks, with 

support from Journalism advisor Mrs. Nabholz. Hadassah, Roni, Rory, and Naomee Day drew illustrations for 

this issue. Thanks to all the students, teachers, staff, and parents who helped with news and photos!   
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Beautiful Besties 
By Kenzie Toering 

 

     If you have a best friend, you must know how lucky 

you are to have someone you can go to about anything 

and everything. Here are some of the besties at our 

school. 

Aurora Hernandez 

and Aubrie Rang are 

6th graders who 

have been friends for 

three years and met 

in 4th grade when 

Aurora sat next to 

Aubrie in class, and 

ever since they have 

been inseparable. 

They both love each other’s personality and how well 

they get along. Their favorite thing to do with each 

other is going to the pool together. 

 

Olivia Richards and 

Caitlyn Cramer are 7th 

graders who have been 

friends for two years, 

ever since 5th grade, 

ever since they met 

through basketball and 

Olivia’s team destroyed 

Caitlyn’s team, they 

have been inseparable. 

Their favorite thing 

about one another is their personality and how silly 

they are. Their favorite thing to do together is play 

basketball and walk each other to class gossiping. 

 

Grace Wik and Audrey 

Williams are 8th  

graders who have been 

friends for two years. 

They met in 7th grade 

gym class and ever 

since they never leave 

each other’s side. They 

love each other’s 

personality and how they make each other laugh until 

their stomach hurts. They love playing Roblox 

together and playing volleyball together. 

 
 

     Mr. and Mrs. Newton are a happily married couple 

who have been married for twelve years. Mrs. 

Newton’s friend Jen introduced them to each other. 

Mr. Newton’s favorite thing about his wife is how 

smart and funny she is. Mrs. Newton’s favorite thing 

about her husband is how kind and sweet he is, and she 

also thinks he has a very nice beard. Their favorite 

thing to do together is going fishing. They enjoy the 

outdoors and getting time alone together doing things 

they both like. 

      I believe everyone deserves a best friend like all of 

these people have. It doesn’t matter if it’s a guy or a 

girl, but everyone relies on their friendships and 

especially their closest friends. Sometimes the most 

important thing in your life is your best friend. 

 

*     *     *     

Pawparazzi 
 

 
Zillah Nelson & Roni Weeks 

hanging out with Happy Hank! 

 
 

“Many people will walk in and out of your life, but only true friends will leave footprints in your heart.” 

4                                                                     - Eleanor Roosevelt 



S.O.S. Dance 
By Sophia Bilger 

 

 
 

     The “Choose A Healthy Path” S.O.S. Dance took place at 

KMS on Friday, April 11. Upon entrance to the dance, students 

were given leis and glow sticks. The Hawaiian theme was not 

disappointed, with people arriving in hula skirts and Hawaiian 

shirts. 

     Volunteers offered Italian sodas for sale, which were truly 

superb, according to Shirin Reza, who stated, “This is my third 

one!” while shaking violently. At the Snack Shack they were 

selling nachos, candy, and slices of chocolate cake. 

     Even though there were no games planned, people were 

playing volleyball and kickball with the beach balls. There was 

a stand for face painting that resembled traditional Polynesian 

tattoos. Speaking of tattoos, Mrs. Castimore’s older daughter 

and former KMS student Emma Castimore tended a stand with 

temporary tattoos and glow-in-the-dark accessories.  

     Inside the dance, DJ Sammie, aka Ms. 

Johnson, was playing the Moana 

soundtrack and recent top hits. The last 

song of the night was the famous 90’s 

song Macarena, and towards the end of 

the song everyone split into two separate 

lines: in sync everybody did the 

Macarena! The people who started this 

awesome dance were Graysen Besse, 

Sophia Bilger, 

Mila Coleman, Taryn Lewis, Elyse 

Lundeburg, Alora Martin, Shirin Reza, 

Denali Singleton, and Tatem Van Slyke. 

     The price to enter the dance was $5.00, 

and it was a tiny fundraiser for Sources of 

Strength. It started at 6:00 pm and ended 

at 8:00 pm. We should all thank Nurse 

Dixie for throwing an amazing dance 

party. Aloha!  

Kids in the Hall 
By Sophie King 

 

Would you rather be stuck forever  

in England or Australia?   

 

Dominic Murfin,  

6th grade 

 

“Australia, because  

I like kangaroos.” 

 

 

 

 

Would you rather be stuck in the body  

of a two-year-old or an 80-year-old?   

 

Logan Maw,  

7th grade 

 

“Two-year-old, 

because I’ve never 

really been tiny 

before.” 

 

 

Would you rather be stuck in the year 2025 

forever or be stuck in the year 1925?   

 

Omaira Sagar,  

8th grade 

 

“2025 because there is 

more technology 

today, and a lot of 

people were getting 

killed in 1925.” 

 

 

 

 

 

“Life is like riding a bicycle. 

To keep your balance, 

you must keep moving.” 
- Albert Einstein 
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Animated  
Aidan 
By Roni Weeks 

 

     Aidan Maccabee is an extremely 

creative 8th grade student who started 

at KMS this year. She has moved a lot 

in her life; born in Anchorage, she has also lived in 

Mississippi, Idaho, and now Kenai. She moved back to 

Anchorage to be closer to family, before moving to Kenai 

because it is more affordable.  

     Aidan lives in a household of seven, with four brothers. 

Her favorite member of the family is her grandma, who she 

lived with for six months when she was in Anchorage. This 

summer she is getting an addition to her family! She is 

getting a dog, and she is hoping for a female dog and name 

her Var Var. Her favorite memory so far was when she lived 

in Mississippi with her family and she would go down to the 

beach and play for hours.  

     Aidan said school at KMS is good, and her favorite 

subjects are math and science as they come easier to her. She 

participated in the Annie play at KCHS as the Boylan sister 

Connie, a servant, a hobo, and a random NYC citizen. 

     Her interests include drawing, knitting, crocheting, 

dancing, singing, and learning accents and keeping them, 

but her most preferred hobby is drawing! She has many 

sketches of characters and people. She started drawing in 

kindergarten after one of her friends 

inspired her to start drawing. Her first 

drawing was of Chucky and it was very 

good, although she lost it. Drawing is one 

of her coping skills, as she draws in class, 

out of school, during lunch, and at home. 

Her techniques are starting with the head, 

then body, or outlining the body before 

starting the drawing.   

     While drawing she likes listening to 

K-pop, and her favorite band is Stray Kids, however she 

sometimes listens to BTS and BlackPink. Her favorite songs 

are God’s Menu, Chk Chk Boom, Maniac, and S-Class. She 

originally got into K-pop because of a social studies project 

on South and North Korea. Now she adds research on K-pop 

to any project about Korea. She used to always research the 

band members of Stray Kids. Her favorite member is Felix, 

although he and another member are both Australian. 

     The creativity that Aidan shows here at KMS is amazing, 

and we hope her creativity is appreciated at KCHS too! 
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Humble  
Hadley 
By Graysen Besse 

 

     Hadley Darr is a 

marvelous student at 

KMS. She is a 7th grader 

who is new to our school from Homer. She 

enjoys reading, math, music, and sports.  

     Hadley has played volleyball for four years. 

She thinks it is fun and likes that she can play 

with her friends. She plays as a middle front. 

Hadley “met a lot of cool people through 

volleyball” and made good friends. She says she 

was able to hang out with “cool” people she 

wouldn’t normally hang out with. 

     She achieved 3rd place in the school spelling 

bee and was a part of MathCounts although she 

didn’t finish the season because she wanted to 

play volleyball. Hadley also is a percussionist in 

concert band, but that is not all of her musical 

history. She also played the piano, clarinet, and 

violin. She just started playing percussion this 

year and loves that in band she can learn new 

things about music. 

     In her downtime, Hadley likes to sing, read, 

and draw. She normally will listen to music as 

she draws and searches for pictures to draw. 

Hadley is a very creative person as we have 

learned. 

     Hadley has three siblings. Fletcher (15) was 

the second fastest skier as a freshman, Tayla (11) 

loves horses, and Orin (9) is an “extraordinary 

artist.” She has two pets, a French bulldog named 

Koa, and a rabbit named Ruby. Hadley and her 

family go camping and on family vacations 

together. 

     As an adult, Hadley wants to be an actuary, 

which is like an accountant, because she likes 

math, it has good pay, and there are multiple 

branches to be an actuary. Hadley wants to travel 

to Greece, Mexico, Italy, and lastly France 

because she would like to go to Paris. As she 

quotes “Paris is Paris” and she thinks all of these 

places would be fun to travel to.  

     Overall, Hadley likes KMS because of the 

people and opportunities. She is thankful that 

this year has gone so well: “Oh girl, this has been 

a good school year.” 
 



Brilliant  

Blake 
By Lily Guest 

 

     If you watched the recent 

choir concert, saw an amazing 

solo by a sixth grader, and 

wondered “Who is that!?” I 

have your answer. Blake Wilson 

really grabbed my attention with his performance, and 

it turns out he also has a fascinating personality and set 

of skills. Although Blake was antsy to return to his P.E. 

class, he was incredibly easy and fun to talk to. I 

suspected from the beginning that he would be an 

interesting kid, and I wasn’t wrong!  

     Shockingly, Blake didn’t originally want to do the 

solo that blew so many people away. In fact, he 

technically “stole the solo” from a girl in his choir 

class. Ms. Vollom heard Blake’s voice and knew 

immediately that his voice was perfect for the solo. 

There was only one problem, this was a very popular 

solo. But Ms. Vollom had her heart set on Blake and 

made sure he got that solo. Despite his hesitance, he 

agreed when promised peanut butter cookies from Ms. 

Vollom.  

     Practicing his solo in front of the class was nerve-

wracking enough, but actually going up and 

performing it on stage was (understandably) 

terrifying. According to him, his mind was racing 

before he went up to sing; all he was thinking was 

“don’t mess this up, don’t mess this up.” But despite 

his nerves, almost every student and adult in the house 

felt their jaws hit the floor at his solo.   

     Even more shockingly, Blake isn’t really a singer 

(just gifted I suppose), nor is anyone in his family. 

Instead, Blake is a talented and passionate wrestler 

who wrestles for the Soldotna Whalers! Even more 

interestingly, he races remote control cars. If you’re 

anything like me, you thought of the $20 little remote 

control cars at Walmart, and if you’re anything like 

me, you’d be wrong. I was shocked to hear that his 

cars are closer to $400 and can only be special ordered. 

I had really only heard of this before, so getting to 

listen and ask about that world was fascinating. 

     Blake is many things: an athlete, a collector, a 

singer, a future KMS reporter, and an incredibly 

fascinating and well-known person. So, if you read 

this article and thought he sounded pretty cool, 

definitely talk to him!      

Stellar Students of the Month 
 

Congratulations to these students for being selected as 

Students of the Month for February. Great job sharing 

your success, leadership, and positive attitude with the 

KMS community!  
 

 
8th: Brenda Hall, Noah Pancoast,  

Drake Skinner, Ryker Hammond 
 

                
          8th: Chloe McNeel      7th: Ben Gerow 
 

                 
           7th: Roni Weeks         7th: Lexi Soares 
 

7th: Jonathan Rojo (not pictured) 
  

        
6th: Chase Erwin, Maci Hammond, 

Nehemiah Vanlandingham 
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Marvelous Mathletes 
By Hadassah Kreider 

 

     Welcome to the Homer Math Meet, where students 

from different schools spent the day at Homer Middle 

School doing math. On March 5, 19 KMS students from 

all three grades met at the school early in the morning and 

joined the Nikiski MS/HS students on the bus to Homer. 

They stopped at different schools on the way to pick up 

people from K-Beach Elementary and Chapman and then 

traveled to Homer for math, math, math! 

     When the mathletes arrived at Homer Middle School, 

they went to the gym, where there were tables stationed 

everywhere. In total, 12 different schools with 96 

students competed against each other and together. The 

bleachers were open, so everyone just left their stuff 

there. Then, students were called to the tables to do the 

40-minute test, aka the Sprint round. The test included 30 

questions, and they each got harder as you went. 

     Students were graded, of course, by the number of 

questions they got correct, but if many people got the 

same problems right, it would be hard to determine which 

place everyone earned. So, people were graded by how 

many of the harder questions they had right to break any 

tie scores. 

     After a short break, the mathletes started the Target 

round. They used a calculator and had to do 8 questions 

in 24 minutes. They received the questions 2 at a time and 

had 6 minutes to solve both of them. Finally, they were 

graded out of eight, and the highest score somebody 

earned was a 5. That’s how hard the problems were! 

     When everyone returned to the gym after the lunch 

break, the Team round started. Everybody was assigned 

to a table, and the students at each table worked together 

to complete a packet full of 10 questions, getting harder 

with each question. The people at the table were all from 

different schools, and all had different grades and math 

ability. This round lasted for 20 minutes. Like the Sprint 

round, teams were graded by how many harder questions 

they got correct. 

     The 1st place winners of this round were from 

Homer, Soldotna, Skyview, and Nikiski. The 2nd 

place team included Megan Ross from KMS, and 

other students from Sterling, Skyview, and Nikiski. 

There were two 3rd place teams since they, believe 

it or not, answered the exact same questions 

correctly. One team included Taryn Lewis from 

KMS, and the other team had Lily Teates from 

KMS. 

     Next it was time for the Countdown round, 

where the top 12 mathletes with the highest scores 

competed against each other for first place. Two 

students faced each other and did a best two-out-of-

three questions. They had a 30-second timer, and 

the person to answer the question first would press 

a buzzer and answer. If they answered the question 

wrong, the other person had a chance to answer it. 

If nobody got it right, or the timer ran out, nobody 

would earn the point, but everyone in the bleachers 

could try to answer it. 

      Finally, it was down to the last two competitors: 

Dee Wilmeth, from Homer Connections, and 

Megan Ross, from KMS. After three challenging 

questions, the winner was decided. Dee Wilmeth 

had won, correctly answering 2 out of 3 questions. 

     When the Countdown round was over, the 

mathletes all received goody bags filled with candy 

as they prepared to travel back to their schools. 

Before returning, the two buses stopped at the 

Safeway in Homer, and all the students could buy 

whatever they wanted with their own money. Most 

people bought snacks, such as an entire pack of ice 

cream or Oreos, or candy and drinks. When that was 

over, it was time to head back to Kenai! 

     After two hours of travel, the bus safely returned 

to KMS and dropped off the students. The mathletes 

can’t wait for the next math meet, but you can come 

to MathCounts every Wednesday after school. They 

meet up in Mr. Lewis’s classroom, and do math, eat 

snacks, and do more math! Special thanks to Mr. 

Thomas, Mrs. Nabholz, and Xiling Tanner for 

helping out with the math meet! 

 

 

Top 12 Mathletes  

in the KPBSD Quest  

Middle School Math Meet 
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Marvelous Mathletes 
(continued from page 8) 

 

     Here’s a list of all the KMS students who attended 

the Middle School Math Meet, and students who 

placed in the top 20 overall. These places are for how 

students individually scored on the Sprint and Target 

rounds combined. 
 

 
Megan, Cole, and Aidan with their trophies! 

 

KMS Mathletes 

Isaak Browning 

Cole Bryson- 4th- 19 points 

Aidan Cole- 5th- 18 points 

Noah Cole 

Sawyer Daniel 

Hadley Darr- 13th- 14 points 

Arielle Dera- 14th- 14 points 

Bella Eskelin 

Allie Gardner 

Johan Honeysett- 15th- 14 points 

Hadassah Kreider- 16th- 14 points 

Samuel Macias- 17th- 14 points 

Noah Pancoast 

Camilla Roberts 

Charlie Roberts 

Megan Ross- 1st- 31 points 

Caelyn Sanders 

 

Superb Synesthesia 
By Lily Guest 

 

     Synesthesia is a neurological condition in which 

stimulation of one sense immediately triggers another 

sense. For example, I have auditory-color synesthesia, 

so when I hear a sound I immediately see a color or 

pattern. Luckily, synesthesia isn’t harmful and is rarely 

disruptive. But it’s more influential and interesting than 

you might think, and who better to prove that than a 

synesthete? 

     Synesthesia is incredibly rare, only affecting around 

2-4% of the population. But in that small portion, the 

majority of people have ordinal-sequence synesthesia, 

or seeing numbers, days of the week, or letters as 

colors. The rarest type is kinesthetic synesthesia, which 

is when someone sees a color or number as a physical 

motion, or vice-versa. Synesthesia is a hereditary 

condition, which only makes it more rare. However, if 

you’re reading this and you think you might have it, 

there is no proper diagnosis since it isn’t fully 

understood. In fact, its evolutionary purpose isn’t 

known, nor do scientists know how long it has existed.  

     Despite how rare it is, many celebrities have the 

condition! Most famously, Billie Eilish has the same 

synesthesia as I do (auditory-color). So does Lorde, 

Pharrell Williams, Billy Joel, Stevie Wonder, Beyonce, 

and so many more musical artists. It’s a driving force 

for creation for many celebrities to make music or art, 

especially because it’s different for everyone.  

     One theory around the history of synesthesia is that 

it was the driving force around the concept of “auras.” 

Someone with synesthesia will commonly associate 

colors with people or their voices. In case you’re 

unfamiliar with the concept of auras, it’s the idea of 

associating colors with people’s vibes or energy. 

Despite the fact that the only written record of 

synesthesia in history is from 1802, there are plenty of 

early paintings that look very similar to what people 

see.  

     So in short, synesthesia is a neurological condition 

that makes two senses mix together with unclear origins 

and an uncertain future. If you have been wondering 

what synesthesia looks like, look at the art on the left; 

it’s very accurate to what I see. Of course it varies for 

everyone, but I see lots of exact and clear shapes and 

sharp colors when I listen to music, although some 

people just see a messy mix of colors and swirls. So, if 

you have any questions feel free to find me and ask me 

whatever, I clearly love talking about it!                     9 
 



Spiking Sixers! 
By Graysen Besse & Kenzie Toering 

 

     Our 6th graders have shown great athletic abilities in 

this year’s volleyball intramurals and have gained new 

ones! The players were learning drills and improving 

their basic skills from March 3rd - 18th.  

     Abby Beck, Mrs. Beck’s daughter, was one of the 

coaches. Coach Abby says it was really nice to see how 

the players’ skills improved through the season and that 

they were getting excited as they knew they were 

improving. She herself was excited to see them gaining 

confidence. Her goal was to teach the students the 

fundamentals and to work as a team. She was also happy 

to see the players being open to learning, which is “very 

important to me as a coach,” and that they were cheering 

each other on during games. Although Abby has never 

coached intramurals before, she would definitely coach 

it again.                 

     Tayla Darr was a participant who has been playing 

since 4th grade. She would definitely do intramurals 

again and wants to join the competitive team in 8th grade 

but not 7th because of other sports events. Tayla also 

plays for a club team. She plays volleyball because her 

mom coaches and her sister Hadley plays too. She loves 

everything about volleyball, but her favorite position is 

middle because she likes to hit. Her favorite drills that 

they did during the season were Dead Fish and Queens. 

      Ariah Whicker wanted to play volleyball because 

her sister and one of her friends (Aylah) influenced her 

to it. Currently no one else in her family is playing 

volleyball. Her favorite position is setter, and she likes 

serving in the back right position.  She hopes to play on 

a volleyball team next year because it sounds fun and 

keeps her active, and also she gets out of class early on 

game days.   

     Gideon Blum was another student who was playing 

volleyball. He really liked it and was enjoying the 

exercise. He had never played volleyball before but has 

played wallyball. He thought that wallyball was fun, so 

he decided he would join volleyball at school. He 

influenced his friend Liam to play with him. His favorite 

positions are middle front and left back. His favorite part 

of volleyball is communicating and getting exercise. He 

would like to play for a team next year and have fun with 

his friends. He also would like to make volleyball more 

of a boy sport and have some of his friends join 

volleyball next year for the school.      

     In conclusion, the 6th graders had an excellent 

session from beginning to end, so let’s hope they make 

it to next year’s team! 

 
 

Players 
Gideon Blum 

Tayla Darr 

Maci Hammond 

Zyon Kruzick 

Samantha Lantz 

Faera Lindsay 

Aizlee  

   McCaughey  

Lillian McGahan 

Liam McLeod 

Marylou Osmar- 

   Randall 

Charlie Randall 

Ariah Whicker  

Lily Zinszer 

 

 
 

Players 
Gideon Blum 

Tayla Cole 

Sawyer Daniel 

Tayla Darr 

Mya Gulley 

Maci Hammond 

Marylou Osmar- 

   Randall 

Selene Polanco 

Donavin Schilling 

Talon Smith 

Ariah Whicker  

Connor White 

Roudy Zulkanycz 
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Shooting  

Sixers! 
By Graysen Besse 

 

     The 6th graders had a mini 

basketball season that went 

amazing. They all improved a lot 

this year. Mrs. Hesse, one of the 

coaches, had a fun time 

coaching the kids as they did 

really well, and it was good to 

see them trying to improve.  

     There was a wide range of 

players, so Coach Hesse just 

wanted to teach them the 

fundamentals of basketball such 

as dribbling, shooting, and 

passing. They played lots of 

games to show them how these 

basics would apply to a game to 

“make the connection.” She 

would encourage them to step 

outside of their comfort zone for 

a challenge to play next year.  

    Roudy Zulkanycz enjoyed the 

short but fun season. His 

favorite thing to do was 

scrimmage because he liked 

playing on a team with his 

friends. He thinks that his skills 

have improved but he needs to 

work on shooting. Roudy would 

like to become a player on next 

year’s team. 

     Another player is Tayla Cole. 

Tayla says she enjoyed the fun 

season along with its many 

games. Her favorite thing to do 

was scrimmage. She likes to 

play offense better than defense. 

Tayla says that throughout the 

season her skills improved, more 

specifically shooting. She wants 

to become part of next year’s 

comp team. 

     The basketball season, small 

but great, was a success. We 

hope to see these players next 

year on a comp team. 

 



 

IcE HAwKs 
HocKEy 

By Rory Rang 

 

 

 

 

     14UA Ice Hawks is a hard-working hockey team 

that is devoted to getting better and gaining more 

skills. This team has three goalies and two of them 

skate out, which means that they become a player 

sometimes in games or practices. They each are 

improving every day. There are about 15-18 hockey 

players, including goalies. Around seven of us 

(including me) go to KMS: Brayden Gregory, Levi 

Beplat, Quinton Beplat, Aiden Thompson, Brody 

Iverson, Tyson Swanson, and Rory Rang (me). 

     I interviewed Brayden and Aiden, and they gave me 

their honest opinions; we’ll start with Brayden first, 

who said, “Our team came from 0-10 to a solid 8-10 

and as a team we improved together. I myself have 

improved on skating and positioning better. I play 

defense, and I play hockey because I like to stay active 

and play sports. I’ve been playing since I was 4.” 

     Next is Aiden, who said, “This season was a fun 

one but a fast one. I improved my skating skills from 

practice. I felt like our team could do something cool. 

Not just me improved though, my whole team did. I’ve 

been playing hockey for 8 years.” 

     Those interviews were before state, where our 

results were not so great. 14UA tied our first two 

games, but the third was a 1-5 loss. My experience 

with these games was alright because I got lots of 

points, and that means I played well and tried my 

hardest to win, but some players were not chasing the 

puck and were just dozing. 

     Besides how we lost at state, let’s talk about our 

practices. My team mainly focused on break-out drills 

and angling players with the puck towards the boards. 

The angling helps most in the defensive zone to steal 

the puck or stop a play from happening. Break-out 

drills were necessary for most people on my team  

because they were just winging it when it came to 

breaking out in the defensive zone.  

     Something I think the team needs to work on right 

now is more ways to break out and take shots on net. 

Another would be controlling the neutral zone. 

Another way to improve is to watch other teams play, 

even NHL teams. Even though we had a lot of things 

to work on, we improved a LOT, especially me, 

because I went from being cut to the first line. 

     There’s more to hockey than just staying on the ice 

hitting a puck. Hockey trips are just as much fun. 

About 4-5 years ago I was on an AA hockey team, and 

we traveled to Arizona and Las Vegas, and at all the 

hotels we played MINI HOCKEY. Most GOAT floor 

game of all time! Nothing can beat it. We would play 

in the halls until a mean 

old lady came out and told 

us to shut the #$@& up. 

Then we would be in one 

of our rooms watching 

Wing Gretzky edits on 

YouTube. 

     Traveling in general is 

fun because you can hit up 

all the new shops and look 

at cool hockey sticks that you won’t find in Alaska. I 

remember in Las Vegas there was one massive candy 

shop, and it was filled to the brim with candy. There 

was rock candy, M&M’s, Jolly Ranchers, Reese’s, 

loads of gummies, and even more. 

     Like I was saying, there’s more to hockey than 

meets the eye. I know I’m getting off topic, but hockey 

is a great sport to learn, and it doesn’t matter if you 

start small; you just have to take baby steps or take one 

huge step to reach the top of the mountain and beyond! 

 

“The expert in anything was once a beginner.” - Helen Hayes 
 

“Your goals should be out of reach, but never out of sight.” - Felicity Lucky 
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Track and Field Talents 
 

The KMS 2025 Track and Field season is underway, 

with a fun variety of sports that include running, 

jumping, and throwing events. On April 17, we had 

our first meet, an EXTRA long, cold, and wet track 

meet. In a few spots along the bus ride, it even 

snowed!  

• Mrs. Tews is the head coach, and she coaches 

distance running events. 

• Ms. McDonald & Mrs. Laker are coaching 

relays and sprinting events. 

• Mrs. Hesse is coaching 100m hurdles. 

• Mr. Carson is coaching the long jump and triple 

jump. 

• Mr. Evan is coaching the high jump. 

• Mr. Newton is coaching shot put and discus. 

• Six running events: 100m, 200m, 400m, 800m, 

1600m, and 100m hurdles 

• Three relay events: 4x100m, 4x200m, and 

4x400m  

• Three jumping events: high jump, long jump, 

and triple jump 

• Two throwing events: discus and shot put 
 

KMS will host the next track meet on Friday, May 2 at 

KCHS. Be sure to show up to cheer on all the athletes. 

Hopefully the weather will be much drier and warmer!  
 

*     *     * 

ASTE Student of the Year 
 

Congratulations to 8th grader Noah Pancoast for being 

selected as the Alaska Society for Technology in 

Education middle school student of the year! 

Nominated by Mrs. McCown, Noah is a leader on the 

KMS Robotics team who serves as a mentor to his 

peers as they write code to program their robots and 

solve technical challenges. He is a creative problem 

solver with a growth mindset who allows mistakes to 

guide future learning, and he has an amazing talent for 

collaborating with others across our KMS family!  

Spelling Extravaganze 
By Roni Weeks 

 

     The Alaska State Spelling 

Bee is open to all Alaska 

schools, public and private, 

in grades 4-8. Each school 

has their own spelling bee; 

the winner takes an online 

test to qualify for the state 

bee. The top 75 students 

qualify for the state bee. The 

state spelling bee was held at 

Wendy Williamson Auditorium in Anchorage, hosted 

by Anchorage Daily News and Peak 2 Peak Events. 

     On January 23rd, Aidan Cole was the 1st place 

winner of our school spelling bee. There were 14 hard 

rounds of spelling in our school library. In his opinion, 

the trickiest word in the school spelling bee was 

affectual.  

     Aidan practiced one hour every day for the state 

spelling bee, and he thought the hardest word was 

going to be xiphophyllous. Before he went, I asked 

Aidan if he was ready for the state spelling bee, and he 

said “No, I’m cooked.” His favorite memory before 

state was talking with Hadley Darr and Emilie 

Hollister, as it was a fun and silly conversation. 

     Aidan went to state and won 5th place in the state 

spelling bee, although I asked him if he thought he did 

well and he said that he did alright. Aidan thought the 

1st round was boring as they had to introduce 

everyone. He said that the hardest word was verbona. 

His favorite memory from the state bee was a little 4th 

grader who was so short he couldn’t reach the mic, but 

he placed 14th, smartie boy!  
 

Now to leave you with some bad humor!  

• What word is heavy forward but not backwards? 

Ton.  

• What has more letters than the alphabet?       

The post office. 

• What has four eyes but can’t see? Mississippi. 
 

“Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement. 

Nothing can be done without hope and confidence.” 
- Helen Keller 

 

“It always seems impossible until it’s done.” 
- Nelson Mandela 
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Classy Choir 
By Hadassah Kreider 

 

     KMS choir students presented their winter concert 

on March 18th, and it included five songs by 7th and 

8th graders, two songs by 6th graders, and two solos. 

It was originally scheduled on March 3rd, but it was 

delayed due to the choir director and teacher, Ms. 

Vollom, being very sick. It was postponed until after 

spring break, which gave the students extra time to 

practice!  

     On the night of the concert, many people said they 

were very nervous, but they were able to pull off great 

performances anyway! The choir students showed up 

at KCHS at 6:20 to do warm-ups, change into robes, 

and practice songs. At 7:00, it was time to start the 

concert. The students made their way to the stage to 

sing their first song, Sing Alleluia, with Mrs. Bird as 

the pianist and Ms. Vollom as the choir director. 

     When they finished singing that, Ms. Vollom 

thanked the audience for coming before starting the 

next song, Away from the Roll of the Sea, a beautiful 

but slow song. It included three wonderful solos by 

Marah Ivy, Megan Ross, and Lily Taliesin. The next 

song was called The Boatman Stomp, though there was 

no stomping involved. When it was over, the 7th and 

8th graders exited the stage and let the 6th grade choir 

sing.  

 
    The 6th grade choir sang two songs, Gold Rush!, 

with two solos by Isabelle Wallentine and Blake 

Wilson, and Wade in the Riverside. When the two 

songs were over, the 6th graders went offstage and the 

first solo began. Bridger Copple, an 8th grader, sang  

Poor Wayfaring Stranger by Johann Georg Ebeling.   

     After his amazing solo was over, Austin Gardner, 

Lawrence Dean, Machen Iverson, Brennan Roney, 

Drake Skinner, Uriah Smith, and Gage Sturman all 

sang Wellerman, a New Zealand folk song by Nathan 

Evans. Their voices blended very well together, and 

everybody had perfect timing. One soloist even 

brought an entire mop on stage and pretended to clean! 

     After the solos, the 

7th and 8th grade 

choir returned onstage 

to sing their last two 

songs: J-etends Le 

Moulin, which means 

I Hear the Windmill, 

and There Will be a 

New Day. J-etends is a 

French-Canadian 

song that is sung in 

both English and 

French. The two 

languages kept 

alternating over and 

over, and it was a hard 

song, though the transitions were pretty smooth. Some 

people almost sang English instead of French in some 

parts, or the other way around, but in the end, they put 

on an amazing performance! 

     The last song, There Will Be a New Day, had eight 

solos in total, with each person singing one line. The 

soloists were Kynnlie Chadwick, Mattie Castimore, 

Lily Hardesty, Machen Iverson, Chloe McNeel, Rory 

Rang, Drake Skinner, and Gage Sturman. After this, 

the choir students all went backstage and headed for 

the Green Room to change out of their robes. Many 

people were excited, and they were really happy with 

how the concert turned out. 

     Thanks to all the KMS choir students who sang in 

the choir, and to all the parents and guardians who 

attended. Special thanks to Ms. Vollom for being such 

an awesome teacher, and to Mrs. Bird for being an 

amazing pianist! We hope to see you at the next 

concert! 

 

#KMShashtags 
 

#savethecelery  

#notmynamequarterback 

#notmyproblem 

#nomoresigmaness 

#lifeishard_lalaland 

#Baka 

#oioioi 

#paper 

#bigmac 

#track 

#mathishard 

#5head 

 

#Igiveuponmath 

#PIZZARIA 

#pizzayum 

#Ieatbabies 

#daydreamin 

#lizardlife 

#BasketballxElsa  

 

#KitKatsandDonuts  

#Beef 

#birkswithsocks 

#snugglekittens 

#nomoreskibidi 

#HUH 

#Mt.Spurrerupting  

 

#minetajam 

#rockydunceface 

#kickball 

#chickenjockey 

#flintandsteel 

#release  
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Reading in the Dark 
By Tatem Van Slyke 

 

     Darkroom is an awesome book by K.R. Alexander 

with 272 pages. It’s aimed at readers aged 9-12, which 

is pretty cool because it’s perfect for middle schoolers. 

The reading level is for 4th and 5th graders, so it’s not 

too hard to read. This book is a mix of fiction, 

paranormal, and horror, which makes it super exciting! 

     The story takes place in 2022, mainly at Beatrice’s 

house, Rochelle’s house, and Montrose High. It has a 

spooky vibe that keeps you on your toes! One of my 

favorite quotes from the book nails the eerie setting 

around the main character: “Gritty gray darkness 

stretches before and behind me, pierced by shafts of 

moonlight that seem not to illuminate but rather cut 

through the dark.” 

     The main characters are Beatrice, Rochelle, and 

Jacob. Beatrice is the star of the show and a total 

gamer. She really can’t stand Claire and Kaitlin, and 

eventually she becomes Jacob’s girlfriend. Rochelle, 

Beatrice’s BFF, is also into gaming and hates Claire 

and Kaitlin, too. Oh, and she’s Jacob's sister! Jacob is 

a cool gamer, super brave and helpful, plus he’s 

Beatrice’s boyfriend.  

     Another great quote about Beatrice shows how she 

feels: “It’s been a month of sophomore year at 

Montrose High, and I’m still not given more than a 

glance by anyone.”  

     The minor characters, Claire and Kaitlin, are pretty 

typical bullies. Claire is popular and a cheerleader, and 

she’s Kaitlin’s best friend. Kaitlin follows Claire 

around and is just as mean. 

     The story is told from Beatrice’s point of view in 

the present tense, which makes it feel immediate. A 

quote that shows the point of view is, “No one talks to 

me as I pack up my books and homework. It’s fine. 

I’m used to it. I just don’t want to be used to it.” 

     So here’s the plot: Beatrice starts playing this 

creepy game called Darkroom, and soon ghosts 

appear, and ghosts begin stealing things, trying to stop 

her from finishing it. People get hurt, and even though 

she deletes the game, the ghosts won’t go away!      

     There are some serious conflicts, too, like person 

vs. person and Beatrice vs. ghosts. Beatrice is racing 

to finish the game while the ghosts are trying to 

terminate her. A quote that sums this up is, “I dive 

under and swim with all my might toward the 

swarming mass of black hair and thrashing limbs in 

front of me… Kaitlin 

looks like she’s been 

enveloped in a cocoon of 

black threads, her arms 

and legs kicking against 

the ghost that drags her 

under.” Yikes! 

     Darkroom explores 

essential themes like 

friendship, teamwork, 

trust, and lying. One 

theme quote that stuck 

with me is, “I want to 

stand out. I want to be 

known… The ghost is gone. So, too, is Rochelle.” 

     I highly recommend this book to anyone who 

enjoys horror or paranormal stories, especially middle 

schoolers aged 12 and up! I loved it and can’t wait to 

read it again. My only critique is that K.R. Alexander 

didn’t go into a lot of detail about the characters, but 

honestly, I think it worked well for the story. Plus, the 

dude has a way with words that makes everything pop! 

 

What do YOU mean? 
By Roni Weeks 

 

Everyone’s name has a meaning, such as in Hebrew, 

Susan means “lily of the valley,” or Hadassah means 

“myrtle tree.” There are some names with many 

meanings, like Veronica means “true image” in Latin 

and “to bring victory” in Greek. These are a few 

common names in our school with their meanings and 

origins! 
 

Aiden - little fire or fiery one, Gaelic 

Dakota - friend or ally, Sioux 

Eli - high or ascended, Hebrew 

Grace - goodness and generosity, Latin 

Henry - ruler of the home or home ruler, German 

Jacob - supplanter or heel-catcher, Hebrew 

John - graced by God, Hebrew 

Lily - purity, beauty, and innocence, Latin and Greek 

Madison - son of Matthew or Son of Maud, English 

Mary - bitter or sea of bitterness, Hebrew 

Noah - rest or repose, Hebrew 

Sam - God has heard, told by God, Hebrew 

Sawyer - one who saws wood, woodcutter, English 

Sierra - saw or mountain range, Spanish 

Sophia - wisdom, Greek 

Robert - bright fame or famous, Germanic 

Megan - pearl, Welsh 

Zoey- life, Greek 
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HIstoRy HIGHLIGHts 
By Sophia Bilger 

 

April 19, 1775 - The Revolutionary War in America 

began with the Battles of Lexington and Concord. 
 

April 14, 1828 - Noah Webster copyrighted his first 

dictionary. 
 

April 12, 1861 - The U.S. Civil War began with 

Confederate forces opening fire on Fort Sumter in 

South Carolina.   
 

April 14, 1865 - President Abraham Lincoln was 

assassinated by John Wilkes Booth at Ford’s Theatre 

in Washington, D.C.  
 

 
April 18, 1906 - San Francisco had a devastating 

earthquake that then started a catastrophic fire that 

destroyed much of the city. 

April 15, 1912 - The 

RMS Titanic, a British 

passenger liner, sank 

after striking an iceberg 

on its maiden voyage 

to New York, resulting 

in the loss of over 

1,500 lives. It officially 

sank at 2:20 am. Only 706 people survived the 

horrible disaster.  

April 9, 1959 - National 

Aeronautics and Space 

Administration (NASA) 

announced America’s 

first astronauts. Two 

years later, Alan 

Shephard became the 

first American and 

second man to travel in 

space; he launched a 15-minute, sub-orbital flight 

aboard NASA’s Mercury spacecraft Freedom 7.  
 

April 11, 1968 - President Lyndon B. Johnson signed 

the Civil Rights Act of 1968 into law. The act 

prohibited discrimination against gender, religion, 

race, and disability in sale, rental, and financing of 

housing.        
 

April 22, 1970 - The first Earth Day was celebrated, 

an international event aimed at raising awareness of 

environmental issues.  
 

Dubious Doppelgangers     By Sophia Bilger & Graysen Besse 

            
        Mr. Schoessler as Conquest from Invincible 
 

                    
Mrs. Nabholz as Jamie Lee Curtis from Freaky Friday 

            
  Mr. Gustkey as Sherman from Phineas and Ferb 
 

                

 Mrs. Chantel as Jennifer Aniston from Friends   15 
 



Beloved Birkenstocks 
By Madi Redder 

 

     There are over 1,000 different versions of the best-selling 

Arizona Birkenstocks. The Birkenstock brand’s history 

began in 1774 with Johann Adam Birkenstock in the small 

German village of Langen-Bergheim. The company’s 

original purpose was to create shoes that support and contour 

the foot, compared to the flat soles of many shoes during that 

time. Birkenstocks became popular in the U.S. in the 1990’s, 

because of their comfort and durability.   

     Birkenstocks have become a very popular shoe that lots 

of people wear in our school! These shoes are popular in all 

of the grades and with teachers too. Most of the reasons why 

people wear Birkenstocks are because they are comfortable 

and because they are easy to fashion. 

     While interviewing Kennedy Wortham and Sofia Tews, I 

learned that they each bought one pair of Birkenstocks 

online, and Kennedy also got two pairs from Anchorage. 

Kennedy likes to style them with leggings and shorts, and 

Sofia styles her Birkenstocks with anything! One of Sofia’s 

memories with her shoes is that she always falls when she 

wears them while walking from the bus stop.  

     Mrs. Nabholz also wears Birkenstocks! She’s been 

wearing them for about 40 years. Her favorite memory is 

throwing one at me during her interview. Mrs. Nabholz styles 

them with jeans and colored socks; her socks usually match 

whatever shirt she’s wearing.  

     I also interviewed Mrs. Castimore! She ordered her shoes 

online. The reason why she likes Birks is because she doesn’t 

like her toes confined, and Birks are very comfortable in her 

opinion. She was introduced to them because everyone else 

wore them. She fashions them with jeans, flowy linen pants, 

and summer dresses. She has worn them for 15 years. Her 

favorite memory with her Birks is wearing them at Disney 

World.  

     Ms. Chantel bought her Birks at a store in Washington. 

She likes them because they’re comfortable and they go with 

everything. She sometimes wears them in wet weather, but 

she doesn’t wear them in the winter. She got introduced to 

them when she was really young because they were popular 

and are still popular. Her favorite memory with Birks is that 

one time she wore out a pair so much that it snapped in half. 

     Lots of people will still wear their Birkenstocks when 

there’s bad weather. Usually people are introduced to them 

because of how popular they have become. You can wear 

Birks anywhere, like at school, home, public places, and the 

beach! People usually fashion Birks with leggings, jeans, and 

shorts. You can really fashion them with anything, like with 

jeans, hoodies, and any kind of top.  
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April B-days 
By Sophie King 

 
02  Sofia Axtell 

02  Mrs. Newton 

03  Arlo Mesa 

03  Brenda Hall 

03  Sofia Tews 

03  Machen Iverson 

03  Faith Graham  

05  Mia Settlemyer 

05  Charlie Randall 

05  Andrew Handsaker 

06  Nathan Evan 

09  Liam Bliss 

09  Sophie King 

11  Axel Washington 

11  Hailee Painter 

13  Aubrie Rang 

14  Brennan Roney 

14  Elliet Rininger 

15  Mrs. Tews 

16  Cydnee Harris 

16  Evelyn Crawford 

19  Kenzie Toering  

19  Sydney Hershberger 

20  Caden Hannevold 

20  Mrs. Adair 

21  Aliya Davenport 

22  Jaxon Sagoonick 

22  Judson Smith 

22  Liam Mesa 

23  Qyndra Waterbury 

23  Ms. Waits 

24  Gage Sturman 

24  Olivia Richards 

26  Blake Stein 

30  Tia Ervin 

 

 
 

 

“Just one small 

positive thought 

in the morning 

can change 

your whole day.” 

- Dalai Lama 

 



mAy B-dAys  
By Kenzie Toering 

 

  
 
01  Elliana Castro 

01  Mrs. Moss 

03  Charles Roberts 

03  Kade Coburn 

04  Aleah Cox 

05  Jay Songer 

06  Atom Wada 

06  Brock Miller 

06  Gabriel Smalling 

08  Taryn Lewis 

09  Dominic Murfin 

10  Isabella Long 

10  Shay Gonzalez 

10  Hadley Darr 

11  Omaira Sagar 

13  Aialik Cronk 

15  Anna Pyatt 

16  Hunter Pontius 

16  Jay Joseph 

16  Melody Pfile 

16  Alexas Vanloan 

16  James Lawson 

17  Ryanne Lingenfelter 

17  Raegan Lingenfelter 

17  Brayden Gregory 

19  Ian Ables 

19  Mrs. Hill 

20  Eli Murdock 

20  Mr. Rose 

21  Corban Berkey 

21  William Shaw 

24  Leela Todd 

24  Blake Wilson 

27  Elizabeth Buning 

28  Liam Bobby 

28  Mrs. Navarre 

29  Mr. Gustkey 

30  Lilath Van Putten  

30  Caprina Rump 

31  Dietrich Muller 

PIZZA LOVERS 
By Arlo Cooper & Gideon Mason 

 

Pizza is one of our most favorite foods. Some people 

would even die for pizza because of how amazing it is. 

It can have a bunch of different delicious toppings; the 

most common are pepperoni and cheese. There are so 

many topping combinations that it just makes pizza so 

fantastic. There are tons of pizza places on the Kenai 

Peninsula and most of them are good, especially Papa 

John’s and B&H.   
 

Arlo’s opinion: Papa John’s is the best because of all the 

cheese, pepperoni, and especially their sausage and 

their breadsticks. DELICIOUS. 
 

Gideon: In my personal opinion, I think that B&H is the 

best pizza, because it’s made from scratch, everything 

from the dough to the sauce, and they don’t copy 

anyone’s ideas. I don’t like stuffed crust, I like short 

crust, like where there is barely any crust. 
 

We surveyed 70 total students and teachers: 

# 1 pizza place was Pizza Paradisos with 12 votes 

# 2 goes to Papa John’s and Pizza Boys with a  

     whopping 11 votes each 

# 3 goes to Pizza Hut, so a lot of people like burnt  

     pizza  

# 4 will go to B&H and Domino’s with 8 votes  

# 5 goes to Fat Olives with 4 votes 

# 6 goes to St. Elias, Charley’s Angels, and Papa  

     Murphy’s with 2 votes 

# 7 also known as last is MOD pizza, which only Mr.  

     Gustkey voted for  
 

Would you eat these weird pizza toppings? 

   #1 Caramel and garlic 

   #2 Dog food and peanut butter 

   #3 Bacon fat, egg shells, and moldy cheese 

   #4 Pineapple and anchovies 

   #5 Marshmallows and green beans 

   #6 Salsa and mashed potatoes 

   #7 Chocolate pudding and cottage cheese 

   #8 Bird seed and spicy mustard 

   #9 Mayonnaise and honey 

   #10 Meatballs and macaroni and cheese 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Seriously,  

would you eat that? 
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Puzzling Pizza 
By Graysen Besse 

 

 

ACROSS 

4. Egg mom 

5. Fire rings 

9. Veggie bells 

10. Fun fungi 

11. Red wagon wheels 

13. Pig strips 

14. Meat circles 
 

DOWN 

1. Tiny tires 

2. Pig slices 

3. Maui’s snack 

6. Green leaves 

7. Green leafy seasoning 

8. Cow links 

12. The first pizza topping 
 

 
 

Pizza Playlist 
By Sophia Bilger 

 

1. Duran Duran - Hungry Like the Wolf  

2. Dead or Alive - You Spin Me Right Round 

3. Taylor Swift - Red 

4. Biz Markie - Ain’t Just Stuffed Crust  

5. Jennie Kim - ExtraL   

6. Mac Lethal - The Greatest Pizza Order Ever  

7. Ty Dolla Sign (feat. Post Malone) - Spicy  

8. Dean Martin - That’s Amore 

9. Super Simple Songs - Make a Circle   

10. Scorpions - Another Slice of Meat  

11. Queen - Another One Bites the Crust  

12. Don McLean - American Pie  

13. Weird Al Yankovic - Just Eat It 

14. Daryl Hall and John Oates - Maneater 

15. Depeche Mode - Just Can’t Get Enough 

Nerdy Nicknames 
By Hadassah Kreider 

 

     Every teacher has a name you call them by, but 

what if they had nicknames for the subject they teach? 

For example, Ms. Vollom, the choir teacher, could 

become Ms. Volume, because her choir can become 

pretty loud at times. Well, here is a list of what some 

other teachers’ names could become:  
 

Mr. Songer is Mr. Stronger 
 

Mr. Carson as Mr. Cartographer 
 

Mrs. Newton is Mrs. Numeral 
 

Mrs. Rininger becomes Mrs. Remainder 
 

Mrs. Castimore is Mrs. Sassy-more 
 

Mr. Rose as Mr. Rosetta Stone 

 

“Always work hard and have fun in what you do because I think that’s when you are more successful. 

You have to choose to do it.” - Simone Biles 
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Anonymous Confessions 
By OldYeller, PowerPookie & YoungWhisperer 

   
 

“I threw my grandma down the stairs.”  

   -I believe she could fly 
 

   I believe she could dieeeee       -OldYeller  

 

“I used to run away from the color green thinking it 

was the Hulk.”    -Anonymous 
 

The Hulk?!?! Wow, nice imagination or synesthesia, 

whatever you call it!    -YoungWhisperer 

 

“I ate my wife.”    -Anonymous 
 

Pics or it didn’t happen, but I don’t know if you’re 

bold enough for that. (But if you did, I bought you a 

one-way ticket to Belize to start your new life, they 

might not find you there.)    -OldYeller 

 

“I used to breath butt I breath through my fingers.”  

   -Anonymous 
 

“I used to breathe, but I breathe through my fingers.” 

I don’t get it… Oh, wait! Oh…no, I still don’t get it.  

   -PowerPookie 

 

“I look like an egg.”    -egg man 
 

Then your least favorite day of the week must be Fry-

day. (Did my yolk crack you up?)    -PowerPookie 

 

“I am reading a book my mom told me not to.”  

   -Squishy Meflub 
 

Your mom’s trying not to raise a nerd, squishy, don’t 

disappoint her.    -OldYeller 

 

“I have never been to Alaska.”    -Chicken Lover 
 

Huh, this isn’t Alaska, it’s California, Canada. 

Welcome to California!    -YoungWhisperer 

 

“I like to bite people’s toes. Just ask Pringlelover.”  

   -DurDurKid 
 

So you have a foot fetish? Cool, just don’t reveal 

your fetish to the school! Oh wait, you just did, but 

they don’t know your name! *cough cough* Mr. 

Dosko.    -YoungWhisperer 

 

“This is Pringles lover, someone help me! 

DurDurKid is trying to tickle my toe!”  

   -Pringles Lover 
 

Alright, sending out units now. Be brave, soldier.  

   -OldYeller  

 

“I did not go to bed when my mother said to.”  

   -Sonyador 
 

You’re the Biggest Baddy in Baddytown!  

   -PowerPookie 

 

“I eat duct tape.”    -your next-door neighbor 
 

TED?!?! YOU’RE 56, WHY ARE YOU SENDING 

ANONYMOUS CONFESSIONS TO MY 

SCHOOL?!?!?! YOU'RE MY NEIGHBOR, NOT 

MY FRIEND!!!!!!!    -OldYeller 

 

“I think my house is haunted.”    -ghost 
 

Then call the Ghostbusters! They’ll help. Do you 

happen to have a ghost vacuum?    -PowerPookie 

 

“I’m the person with no toes”  

   -Toeless in the streets of New York 
 

Nice to meet you, I’m a person with no more hope 

for the world after hearing that. (Also, flee New York, 

I hear they don’t like the toeless.)    -OldYeller 

 

“I am a yammer”   -quiet mouse  
 

Yikes! Are you a Yiddish yammer who likes to eat 

yummy yams in Yemen?    -PowerPookie 

 

“One time I forgot to bring my wig to school.” -Harry 
 

You must not be very hairy, Harry. -PowerPookie 

 

“Sometimes I really always don’t wash my alphabet 

because France has cabsolutly nobody’s toilet paper.”  

   -#Imsorelatable 
 

You know I don’t always write my fruit, therefore 

Argentina can’t speak English.    -YoungWhisperer 

 

“What do you call a person with no toenails?” 

   -The telling of this joke-DadJK189” 
 

Boy, do I have a friend for you, he’s one page back 

and his name is “Toeless in the Streets of New York.” 

You two would get along great.    -OldYeller 
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Overheard  
            By Sophie King  

 

“I almost died of a lollipop today, guys.” 

“I’m not sprinting, I’m waddling.” 

“That mama bear is kinda hot!” 

“When I listen to a sad song and it makes me cry, I feel 

joyous inside.” 

Student #1: “If it’s salmon paper, could I eat it?” 

Student #2: “I don’t recommend eating salmon paper, it 

didn’t taste good.” 

                  
“I will be looking at more feet tomorrow.” 

“You know what I hate in grammar? Words.” 

“How do you spell honors…? Wait, I won’t be in honors.” 

“What if moose are just big aliens?”  

Teacher: “Put that chair down!” 

Student: “It’s actually a stool.” 

“I’m actually 20% AI.” 

“Your hair ate my pencil!” 

“I am the queen of naps!” 

“How old are your fingers?” 

“Through the highlighter hole.” 

“How do you say hello in guten tag?” 

“Gosh darnit, freaky frickle flapjacks!” 

“It’s school water, but if you plug your nose, it tastes better.” 

“Won’t dingo lingo kidnap you when you fail your streak?” 

“I’m going to rip out all of your 

ginger hair and make a scarf out of it.” 

“I don’t really look at my back that 

often.” 

“I’m going to get food poisoning from 

the school water.” 

“I have the mentality of a darn goldfish!” 

“I wanna ingest that metal.” 

“You’re in rook. I mean, check.” 

“You said I was your favorite tall person…” 

“Your hair looks like little trees.” 

“She’s built like a coconut.” 

“I can pop almost everything in my body.” 

“Stop assuming my apple’s gender!” 

“What the Buzz Lightyear?!”  

“Ima lick your apple.” 

Student #1: “Dang, that’s a chunky ice cube!” 

Student #2: “Dang, that’s a chunky human?” 

“I’m stripping my cheese!” 

Student #1: *playing What Do You Meme?* 

“Raisins or butt crack?” 

Student #2: “Butt crap.” 

Student #1: “Isn’t guten tag in German 

hello?” 

Student #2: “I think it means good afternoon. 

Hello is hallo.” 

Student #1: “I’m hallo inside.” 

“Get your little sausage 

fingers out of here!” 

“We basically just find trash 

in our house, and we’re like, 

Mrs. Nabholz can use it!” 

“There was a lotion incident 

on my locker handle… again.” 

“My chair has a butt crack.” 

Student #1: “Are you the husband or the 

wife?”     Student #2: “I’m all of the above.” 

“Preppy dinosaurs, guys!” 

“Cheddar ice cream is so good!” 

Teacher: “You have two 

things that are missing.” 

Student: “Yeah, the right and 

left side of my brain.” 

“You’re spilling my brain’s 

juices out!” 

“Oh, Pythagorean theorem, 

that’s a party!” 

“You’ve lost stapler privileges.” 

“Is your elbow out of reach?” 

“Oh no, her squirrels are going to pop out!” 

“I didn’t know you could hurt yourself by 

BREATHING!" 

“I’m just standing here like a vacant-headed 

tourist that doesn’t know how to work the ice 

machine!” 

“Why are you ripping off your pants!?” 

“Naked knees.” 

Student #1: “What do you call naked ankles?” 

Student #2: “What?” 

Student #1: “Nankles.” 

“Cankle Cult Forever!” 

“Can Peppa provide?” 
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“Never underestimate the power you have to take your life in a new direction.” - Germany Kent 



 
 

Dad Jokes for Mr. Felchle 
By Arlo Cooper 

 

What did the janitor say when he jumped out of the 

closet?     Supplies! 
 

What’s red and bad for your teeth?     A brick. 
 

How do rabbits travel?     By hareplanes. 
 

How does the moon cut his hair?     Eclipse it. 
 

What kind of dog tells time?     A watch dog! 
 

What does a spy do when he is cold? 

     He goes undercover! 
 

How did the telephone propose to his girlfriend? 

     He gave her a ring! 
 

What did the cucumber say to the pickle? 

     You mean a great dill to me! 
 

What did the football coach say to the broken 

vending machine?     Give me my quarterback! 
 

Why did the turkey join a band? 

     So he could use his drumsticks! 
 

What is the easiest way to burn 1,000 calories? 

     Leave the pizza in the oven! 
 

What steals from you when you’re in your bathtub? 

     A robber duckie! 
 

What did the left eye say to the right eye? 

Between you and me, something smells! 
 

What did the janitor say when he jumped out of the 

closet?     Earthquake! 

Memorable Memes 
By Graysen Besse & Sophia Bilger 

 

  

How you look at  

your friend when  

the teacher says  

you can pick  

your partner 

 

 

     
Me at 6th grade camp   POV: when you walk  

                                 into the wrong bathroom 
  
Me going  

to eat the 

leftovers  

at lunch with 

my bestie 

 

“It’s not the will to win that matters – everyone has that. 

It’s the will to prepare to win that matters.” 
-Paul Bryant 



Memorable Memes 
By Graysen Besse & Sophia Bilger 

 

 Mr. Rose 

explaining  

one of his 

“five-minute” 

overviews of 

history for the 

seventh time 

that week 
 

 

Me on my way  

into the school  

as Mr. Felchle 

greets me 
 

 

 

 

 When Mr. 

Gustkey 

leaves the 

Home Ec 

room for 

one second 
 

When you have 

to read the  

page over and 

over because  

you keep  

zoning out 
 

 

  

How I feel 

when I guess 

the answer to 

the question 

correctly 
 

 

Teen/Tween Teachers 

Kossack Kontest  
 

When your teachers were teens and tweens, what were 

some of their awesome adventures? Match each 

description to one of the teacher’s names below. Yes, 

it’s okay to talk with teachers to find the right answers! 

Turn in your entry form to Mrs. Nabholz by Friday, 

May 9 at 3:00 pm to win a tasty treat and to be entered 

in a drawing to win some cool KMS swag!   
 

A. In 9th grade I was part of a 4x400 relay team that set the 

Alaska state record with a time of 4:04.46. Then in 10th 

grade, my team came back and broke our own record, 

which still stands today. 

B. At age 14, I lived with my family in Auckland, New 

Zealand for five months. On the way there, we stopped in 

Australia and snorkeled the Great Barrier Reef. 

C. At my university, I broke the lights out of our home 

score board with a home run, and my softball team was 

inducted into our University Hall of Fame. 

D. In 6th grade I went to my first concert, Corey Hart, and 

I sang “I Wear My Sunglasses at Night” at the top of my 

lungs. I screamed the whole concert, and I couldn’t hear 

until the next day. 

E. In 9th grade, I played trumpet and traveled with the 

KCHS band to the Florida Keys. 

F. In 11th and 12th grades, I went to Europe to play soccer 

for two summers. I played in Germany, Czech Republic, 

Netherlands, and Austria.  

G. When I was 16, I traveled to Poland with my dad for a 

month to see where he grew up. 

H. In 6th grade, I traveled to Magadan, Russia with a large 

group from school. It was just three months after the 

U.S.S.R. broke apart. 

I. I skipped my 8th grade graduation ceremony to go on a 

fly-out fishing trip to Ontario with my dad, brothers, uncles, 

and grandpa.   

J. In high school, I went backpacking for a week with a 

group of friends to Bridal Veil Falls in Yosemite. We also 

camped along the Tuolumne River.  

K. When I was 19, I lived in Hawaii with my sister for six 

months!  
 

     ___ Mrs. Adair          ___ Mr. Neet 

     ___ Mrs. Beck           ___ Mr. Newton  

     ___ Mrs. Laker          ___ Ms. Rehmer  

     ___ Mr. Lewis           ___ Mrs. Rininger  

     ___ Mrs. Moss           ___ Mrs. Rodriguez 

                                        ___ Mrs. Smith  

 

Name ___________________________ Grade _____ 

 


