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Marvelous Memories

By Madi Redder, Roni Weeks & Kenzie Toering

Hunter Pontius: Wrestling state road trip.

Leif Laker: The bus back from Homer ski trips.
Riley Cramer: Winning boroughs for basketball.
Chloe Sturm: Being with my friend.

Stella Drobnick: 8" grade ice skating trip.

Kenzie Chivers: Messing around with my people.
Gideon Mason: Getting locked in a locker.

Machen Iverson: Playing four square with friends.
Levi Beplat: Hanging out with friends.

Bristol Tiel: 9" hour LA.

Emery Wagner: When Mr. Felchle showed us the
Ring doorbell camera footage his wife sent him and
he farted so loud on the footage.

Luey Focose: 6 grade camp, mass choir 7" and 8™
grade, and most of the activity nights.

Landen Pietz: When Dalton came running around a
corner and almost flew into a locker because he
tripped.

Maggie Bemis: Hiking on the glacier in 6™ grade
camp and the end of the year dances.

Izaya Lindemann: The last day of school!

Tia Ervin: Throwing pencils in the ceiling.

Teddy Dodge: Going to state wrestling.

Linda Nicholai: 6™ grade camp.

Nik Sebesta: Dancing in front of the school.

Grace Wik: Nik Sebesta doing the worm.

Sonya Ivanoff: The zipline mini-course in 6™ grade.
Jayden Smith: Mr. Songer’s mini-course in 7" grade.
Ryan Ross: Going skiing at Alyeska.

Madi Redder: 8" grade sculpture class.

Ezra Schmidt: Bringing a lizard to school.

Audrey Williams: Volleyball in the commons and
flinging around our bodies to keep the ball up.
Megan Ross: Going to state MathCounts
competition, getting 2", and celebrating with DQ
blizzards, and going to Dave & Busters.

Maci Daniel: 6 grade camp playing capture the flag
and everyone falling because of the mud.

Caprina Rump: When we don’t have school.
(continued on page 2)
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Marvelous Memories

(continued from page 1)

Alyeska Cronk: Yappin’ with Symphony during basketball.
Andrew Handsaker: Having my map entered in the art contest.
Alexi Mclrvin: Watching people (Khayden) fall out of their chair.
Brayden Gregory: Getting sent to the office with Khayden Jurdi.
Brody Merchant: 6™ grade trip!

Rory Rang: Going on a hike on a mountain for a mini course.
Axel Washington: Getting liberty spikes at a choir concert.

Angel Johnson: Getting close with Joseph during 7" grade math.
Marley Mesa: I really enjoyed going to 6 grade camp and
minicourses with friends. Also, in XC running, I placed top 10 in
every race for two years and got 2™ and 8" places in boroughs.
Melody Pfile: Game of tag in 7™ grade with Autumn Oettinger and
Noah Pancoast.

Landen Hoffman: Eating!

Aidan Maccabee: Meeting people who love me the way I am.
Lily Teates: Skipping down the halls holding hands with my best
friend.

Maci Miller: Being borough champs for basketball two years in a
row!

Faith Graham: The 6™ grade field trip, 7" grade ice fishing trip,
and every minute of my 8" grade year.

Amara Sanguinetti: Helping with the homeless program with
Nurse Dixie.

Marah Ivy: Sticking my whole leg in an ice fishing hole in 7™
grade.

Maria Wardlow: Art class.

Tristin Shay: Playing Minecraft with my friends in robotics.

Elle Lacy: The day I got thrown off my beaten-up school bike,
because the kickstand broke and caused my bike to tip, so I ripped
the kickstand off and pitched it in the road when no one was
looking. I don’t feel guilty.

Mackenzie Phillips: Hanging out with my friends and having
conversations with teachers after school.
Gage Sturman: My duet with my brother in |
6 grade.

Jay Songer: Playing Nikiski, getting a
buzzer beater, and winning.

Lily Taliesin: Popping the yoga ball in the
mat room during crab soccer.

Melissa Bosarge: Art with Scarlette and
Marah, and being with Gabriel.

Noah Pancoast: 6™ grade camp, four
square, and Mind-A-Mazes.
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Brenda Hall: OH YEAHHHHH!!!!

Andrew Fowler: Chicken butt!

Melissa Bosarge: I have a feeling it’s

Bryce!

Matthew Wardlow: “I’ll kidnap 1,000

children before I let this company die.”
-Henry J. Waternoose in Monsters, Inc.

Dakota Farmer: Life is hard, get a
helmet.

Naomee Day: Life is so hard, even a

helmet can’t save you.

Tristin Shay: Chicken jockey!

Andrew Handsaker: “Art is the only

way to run away without leaving home.”
-Twyla Tharp

Ryan Ross: “If he broke his skull, I
would not feel bad for him.”-Mr. Prusak

Alyeska Cronk: So, um, time to crash
out.

Roman Seyler: How do I do this?

Jayden Smith: “If Maci is scary, I’ll buy

you all ice cream.” — Mrs. Beck

Grace Wik: “Now you smell what I’'m

stepping in.” — Mr. Prusak

Sonya Ivanoff: Divorce babe, divorce.

Gabriel Davis: Tia, did it smell?

Lily Guest: Can I bribe you for a good

grade?

Lily Taliesin: KATCHOW!

Lily Teates: English is stupid.

Charles Roberts: Repetition is key.

Noah Cole: “You miss 100% of the

shots you don’t take.” -MJ

Gabriel Smalling: LEBRON!!!!
(continued on page 3)



Favorite Phrases

Sydney Hershberger: That’s so fetch!

Austin Gardner: OOGA BOOGA!

Faith Graham: “The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, but in ourselves.”
Noah Pancoast: Do or do not, there is no try.

Haily Carroll: Bruhh Stoppp!

Bennett Martin: Just keep swimming.

Ryker Hammond: Never back down, never give up.

Kynnlie Chadwick: Dream big or don’t dream at all.

Bridger Copple: I'm like 50/50, Man-Guy.

Maci Daniel: Since the chair is already cracked, I’'m just going to finish it off.

Teddy Dodge: “Life’s battles don’t always go to the stronger or faster man,
but sooner or later the man who wins is the man who thinks he can.”

-Vince Lombardi
Quinton Beplat: Sigma.
Gavin Victoroff: Sigma.
Nik Sebesta: What the fundip!
Isaak Browning: Do you have an extra pencil?
Molli Sansotta: C you later . . .
Stella Drobnick: Meow meow meow meow!
Ceaton Grimm: LEBROOONNN BOO BOO BOOM!!!
Madi Redder: I love that for you!
Kaylee Phillips: I love that for you.
Maria Wardlow: The bell does not dismiss you, I do!

Mia Settlemyer: “Maybe you have to know the darkness before you can
appreciate the light.” -Madeleine L’Engle

Kailey Crouse: Shoot for the moon, even if you miss, you’ll land among the
stars.

Eli Murdock: Tra la le lo tra la la!

Truman Dodson: Why would you do that?

Megan Ross: “No one can make you inferior without your consent.”
-Eleanor Roosevelt

Richard Milligrock: Never give up, and be happy.

Alexi Mclrvin: “Music is a higher revelation than all wisdom and
philosophy.” -Beethoven

Kenzie Chivers: When life gives you lemons, make orange juice.

Hunter Pontius: If there’s a will there’s a way, if there’s a quizlet there’s an A.
Chloe McNeel: “It was on accident.” -Sofia Tews

Brennan Roney: Let me put you through a hypothetical.

Brody Merchant: Don’t fall in the dirt, rise above the ground.

Eddy Cook Caballero: “Yo, Adrian, I did it!” -Rocky Balboa

Machen Iverson: “If you think you can do a thing or think you can’t do a
thing, you’re right.” -Henry Ford

“You have to be able to accept failure to get better.” -LeBron James



Awesome Advice

Matthew Wardlow: Always be positive and be nice to
everyone.

Izaya Lindemann: Be good.

Rory Rang: Don’t get a girlfriend (not yet).

Omaira Sagar: Stop caring about people’s approval.
Lily Hardesty: Listen to Mrs. Moss.

Lily Guest: Don’t pee your pants in 7 grade while
standing in front of the class presenting in drama
class in Mrs. Moss’s class!

Trenton Flood: I'm working at Dairy Queen and you
can’t stop me.

Harley Hyatt: Don’t do bad stuff in school, have fun.

Mackenzie Phillips: Just be yourself and you will
find who you really belong with.

Owen Darsey: Be more confident.

Gage Sturman: Wear deodorant, please!

Aleah Cox: Be organized.

Dawson Yeoman: Don’t do stupid stuff.

Riley McGahan: Do what you want cause a pirate is
free, and you are a pirate!

Sofia Tews: Be nice to everyone and do your
homework.

Jaxon Sagoonick: Don’t skip class.

Melody Pfile: Pain is temporary, but regret lasts
forever.

Hailee Painter: Turn your work in on time and you
will make it through the years.

Aviana [saac: Try new things and participate in
activities. Try your best to make good actions and
stay out of trouble, it’s not cool and it won’t help you
in high school.

Chloe McNeel: Try sports, you never know what
you’ll find.

Jay Songer: Pay attention to grades and make friends.
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Ceaton Grimm: Don’t do dumb things, smart guy.

Amara Sanguinetti: Don’t say, “I’ll do it later.” NO,
YOU WON’T!

Dalton Wik: Wear deodorant.

River O’Clair: Take your time to do the little things
in life, do your work, and later in life you’ll have a
job you enjoy.

Gabriel Smalling: As soon as possible, think about
what you want to be when you’re an adult.
Brooklyn Coleman: Treat everyone how you want to
be treated.

Greyson Whicker: Do your homework, have fun,
don’t pants people.

Kennedy Wortham: Be yourself and if someone says
anything shrug it off, and when someone talks badly
about you (which they will) don’t let them get into
your head, and continue to be you.

Brennan Roney: Do your homework, don’t
procrastinate, and don’t go to parties.

Noah Cole: Get to class on time.
Kaylee Phillips: Get help when you need it.

Madi Redder: Pay attention in math class, you’ll
blink once and you’ll be confused.

Ezra Schmidt: Get good grades.
Isaak Browning: Don’t get eaten by the 8" graders.
Eddy Cook Caballero: Learn how to drive.

(NOT from Fast and Furious).




Awesome Advice

Shayleanne Gonzalez: Don’t date, wait for high school, and
DO YOUR HOMEWORK!

Elle Lacy: Don’t act like the world belongs to you, it will slip
through your fingers faster than you know.

Truman Dodson: If you are an amateur scientist like me who
gets annoyed by kids who make fun of you, remember, their
life must be very sad. Don’t let them get to you.

Kailey Crouse: The more you stress yourself, the more
difficult it will be, so try to just have fun! Also PARTICIPATE
IN SPORTS, they are super fun!

Liam Wilshusen: Be better.

Mia Settlemyer: Take school seriously even if it doesn’t count
for colleges. It will build habits and set you up for success.

Molli Sansotta: Be nice . . . mean people don’t have friends.
Richard Milligrock: Never stop learning.

Bennett Martin: Don’t be dumb.

Axel Washington: Don’t pee yourself.

Linda Nicholai: Get to class on time and have good grades.
Andrew Fowler: Do work, then have fun.

Aidan Maccabee: Don’t try too hard to fit in, be yourself.
Teddy Dodge: Try a new sport, you might like it and you’ll
make friends.

Caprina Rump: You got this!

Roman Seyler: DON’T eat the cheese behind the dumpsters.
Gabriel Dravis: Do. Your. Work. as soon as possible.

Grace Wik: Listen to your teachers and put in work so you can
have more fun and actually enjoy school.

Marley Mesa: Don’t do something to please others or because
someone else is — do it for you and because you want to do it.
Angel Johnson: Don’t slack off on your grades, it will make
school so much harder.

Lily Teates: Don’t overthink assignments, Middle school is
only the practice round. If you need help, ask for help. If it’s
late, talk to the teacher. If it’s missing, talk to the teacher. Do
what you can, but don’t overwork yourself. It’s okay to not
know everything.

Naomee Day: Drink root beer and eat avocados.

Alyeska Cronk: Don’t give in to drama, don’t be the drama.
Haily Carroll: Don’t let people choose who you are, that’s up
to you!

Maci Miller: Get off your phone and hang out with friends.
You only get to go through middle school once.

Emery Wagner: Just be kind and respectful to all your teachers,
they’re trying their best.




High School Suppositions

By Lily Guest

Within the past week, I’ve spoken to 15 eighth graders about
going to high school. Every. Single. Person. Said they were
scared or hesitant to go to high school. But why? What can we
do to change that? The answers vary slightly, but the general
consensus was that high school would be far less intimidating
if we got to see more and learn more about how it works. Most
people also said that the reason they were afraid of high school
was the teachers and upperclassmen. So I think the
compromise is clear, let us meet the teachers in advance and
maybe high school would be less daunting.

Another common reason people are scared about high
school is the confusion about the workload. Some teachers say
there is very little work, some say the workload is incredibly
high. And the interesting thing is that each person has been told
a different thing by their older siblings or friends, leaving
everyone in the dark. Some are told that high school will be
incredibly difficult socially and academically, some are told
that it will be a breeze. Although I personally don’t think there
is one definitive answer, everyone certainly wants one.

The older high school movies don’t help people’s nerves
either. Movies like Mean Girls, Heathers, The Breakfast Club,
and Grease were brought up a lot during my interviews. Even
“silly” or “cliché” things from those movies are very real fears
for many people. Things like upperclassmen bullying the
underclassmen verbally or physically are very real and very
prominent in the minds of many of the students I spoke to. In
all these interviews, the social aspect of high school was by far
the most intimidating part.

But high school is not all doom and gloom, right? It’s a door
to new adventures and exciting friendships! Well, that’s what
you would think. In all my interviews, I asked what they were
excited about in high school, and the vast majority said
“Nothing.” Only three out of the fifteen said that there was
even one thing exciting about high school. But why? Shouldn’t
we be excited? Not exactly. Most people said that they were
told almost nothing positive about high school besides the two
clichés I said earlier. And those three who said they were
excited? They said the same thing: “New experiences and
friendships.”

Although I don’t think high school is entirely terrible, I do
understand that perspective. New things are scary, especially
when you don’t hear a lot of positive things about them. But
there are some upsides to high school and getting older (believe
it or not). So if you’re a fellow nervous 8" grader not wanting
to go to high school, you’re not alone, but don’t always think
of it as a total negative.
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High School Hopes

By Lily Guest

I feel like my fellow 8™ graders need more
positive things to look forward to in high
school. While a lot of it is intimidating
because it’s new, there are some genuinely
exciting things to look forward to. I’'m sure we
have all heard the same two things over and
over, “new experiences and people,” but I
think we can do better.

e Fun new classes

e More freedom

e More relaxed teachers

o Being able to eat wherever you want

e Being able to leave school for lunch

o Take a class in the later years of high
school that lets you leave and go home

o Be taken more seriously and given
more respect

e Driving!!

o Teachers to start new with

e Creative freedom with assignments

e Mixing in with new people to make a
new reputation

o Eating lunch with all the other grades,
or in classrooms if you want

e More serious and difficult sports

e More advanced choir and drama group

e New friends

See? There’s way more to be excited about
than people think. But if you’re feeling
discouraged about someone else’s high school
experience, know that high school will be and
always has been different for everyone. You
might have a great experience, you might not.
But don’t go into high school expecting the
worst, be excited for the best.



Electoral Empowerment

By Lily Guest

Student council has existed since 350 BC when Plato
gathered teenage philosophers and made a small group of
leaders for the academy. That means this tradition has existed
for well over 2,000 years. And while the concepts of president,
vice president, secretary, and treasurer did not exist yet,
people still ran for higher positions of power. And now,
thousands of years later, we still have elections!

The positions 8" graders were running for as 9" graders
are president, vice president, secretary, and treasurer. There
were 14 people running in total. Out of these people, two
dropped out early. That means we had 12 people running
recently. The elections were a lighthearted, fun, and friendly
competition...well, until people started vandalizing.

If you saw writing on the posters or people tearing them
down, that’s because people started vandalizing or ripping
down the campaign posters of the students running against
their friends. This may seem harmless, but doing this ruins the
fairness of elections. It ruins people’s chances of winning or
getting their name out, but it also makes the voters for the
other candidates look bad. This kind of foul play ran rampant
for a few days, with people scribbling over posters or just
generally destroying them. The people responsible for the
vandalism were handled by the principals and teachers, but
not everyone who ruined or moved posters has spoken up. So
please, do not ruin other people’s campaigns, it doesn’t make
anyone look good.

The speeches by the 12 candidates really changed some
people’s minds. As one candidate said in his speech, people
usually just pick their friends to vote for. Many of my fellow
8" graders decided to vote for someone that actually aligned
with their views and beliefs. This is genuinely impressive for
our school, as many teachers didn’t think people would
change their minds. But the speeches were incredibly
persuasive and intelligently written. And these speeches
definitely influenced people to vote for our winners...

If you don’t know how the voting system worked, every 8"
grade student received a ballot with a list of candidates.
Students would fill in the little circle next to someone’s name
to vote for them, and the teachers tallied the ballots. And now
for the moment you’ve been waiting for, the winners! Next
year’s 9" grade class officers are Brooklyn Coleman
(treasurer), Bennett Martin (secretary), Truman Dodson (vice
president), and Noah Pancoast (president). I feel that our
student government is filled with talented and driven kids, and
we made the right choices. So congratulations to our winners,
and congratulations to the voters!

{ever Carson

By Sophia Bilger

Mr. Carson is retiring
after working at KMS
for five years as a 6™
grade math and science
teacher, as well as a
home ec teacher for 7
and 8" grade. After
retirement, he plans to
work full-time at Kenai
River Brewery Company in the kitchen. He
also plans to putter around the house, be a part-
time substitute, and “become... all being
master of time, space, and dimension, and then
go to Europe.”

Mr. Carson has worked as a teacher for
around 31 years in total. He worked at Skyview
Middle School, Skyview High School,
Soldotna Middle School, and Soldotna High
School for 26 years. He graduated from the
University of Minnesota with his teaching
degree. Mr. Carson has mainly taught math and
science. (He listed 20+ different types of
sciences, but [ am not going to do that to you.)

Mr. Carson’s favorite teaching memory
from KMS is “funny things students say.” His
favorite thing about this school 1is “its
atmosphere.” Mrs. Tews says, “Mr. Carson is a
fun, easy-going guy that loves to joke around.
We will all miss his sense of humor and zest
for life.”

My favorite memory from Mr. Carson’s
classroom is from 6™ grade, when I was sitting
in the back of his classroom, working on
homework. I was humming and singing
Whitesnake’s Here I Go and then like in the
movies, he sang the rest of the song and said,
“I went to their concert in *87.”

Mr. Carson’s life advice is “Never... no
wait. Always carry a garbage bag in your car.
It doesn’t take up much space, and if it gets full
you can throw it away.”

“Summertime is always the best
of what might be.”

“I expect some new phase of life this summer and shall try to get the honey from each moment.” 7



TANTALIZING
TIDE POOLS

By Sophia Bilger

KMS 7" graders traveled to Homer
and explored the tidepools on Bishop’s
Beach. Fortunately, this year, the 71
grade trip was switched from ice
fishing to tide pooling, due to a
combination of things; the teachers
decided to change it up and do tide pooling, and the weather
was abnormally warm.

In order to prepare for this trip, in Mr. Lewis’s science class,
students did research on tide pools. They made a tide pool
booklet, explaining what the expectations were at the tide
pools, how the moon controls the tides, and what proper
clothing to wear. They also made a science poster showing
different types of marine animals like crabs, octopi, and sea
urchins.

Everyone rode on the school buses for an hour and a half to
Bishop’s Beach. During the ride, students were watching
movies on their phones, listening to music, or playing card
games.

Chaperones led students down to the tidal pools and then
walked for a mile and a half. Two groups found an octopus,
which was very exciting for everyone. Students found a lot of
interesting sea creatures like giant Christmas tree sea
anemones, different types of starfish, and one group found a
live flounder! Mila Coleman was tickling the sea anemones,
saying, “Tickle, Tickle.” Students also found a lot of tiny
hermit crabs lying on the beach. Alora Martin found an
enormous hermit and named him “Hermy.”

During their lunch hour, some students played volleyball,
and one little group played the game Heads Up. Then on their
way home, people were chatting and playing games like Truth
or Dare!

In all, the field trip was a very memorable trip, and I am
confident that students will remember this for years to come!
Thanks to Mr. Lewis and Mrs. Newton and all the other
teachers and parents who helped!!!
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Chess Champions
By Arlo Cooper

The KMS April Awesomeness Chess
Tournament was hosted in Mrs. Nabholz’s
classroom. Eight students competed in the
chess tournament: one 8" grader, Noah
Pancoast; three 7" graders, Arlo Cooper,
Sammy Macias, and Aidan Cole; and four 6
graders, Alexander Shockley, Camilla
Roberts, Allie Gardner, and Samantha
Justesen. The top four students won trophies!

Noah Pancoast was undefeated and won 1%
place; 2" place went to Arlo Cooper, losing to
Noah; 3™ place went to Alexander Shockley,
losing only to Noah, Arlo, and Sammy; and 4"
place went to Aidan Cole, losing only to
Noah, Arlo, and Alexander. Sammy Macias
lost only three games to Noah, Arlo, and
Aidan, so it ended in a three-way tie, but in the
end Sammy did fight hard but he lost both
tiebreaker games in the three-way tie and took
5% place. Next year, Sammy!

The games were really intense and there
were a lot of blunders that made the other
opponent more likely to win. It was like
someone thought they had a checkmate but
they left their queen in line with the bishop or
something like that.

The students who placed in the top 4
received super cool water bottles to represent
trophies. Noah got a way bigger water bottle
for 1% place, then 2" 3 and 4" won the
same size. Good job to everyone who
participated and good luck for your future
chess matches. Overall, the chess tournament
was really fun and if you’re good at chess, try
out for it next year and maybe you can win a
water bottle.



Welpdidug Mugic
By Hadassah Kreider

On April 15, KMS choir students hopped on a bus
and went to SoHi (Soldotna High School) for a day of
singing and practicing their songs so that they could
have a concert at 7:00 pm. They joined four other
schools, Homer Middle School, Aurora Borealis
Charter School, Nikiski Middle, and Skyview Middle.

First, each of the schools did warm-ups and then
practiced their songs for the concert. They sang five
songs, including one where only the girls sang, and
one where only the boys sang. Many people thought it
was fun, but they got tired of singing and their voices
hurt after a while. One choir student even said, “My
voice was sore but it was worth it as we did well.”
They also thought it was very cramped on the risers
when they all sat down for a break.

Eventually everyone went to sectionals, where the
parts (sopranos, altos, tenors, and basses) went to
different areas and practiced their own songs. The
sopranos and altos stayed on stage, while the tenors
and basses practiced their own parts in the Green
room. During sectionals, the different sections tried to
perfect the songs they kept messing up on, and by the
time it was over, they seemed to have the hang of all
of them.

When the two sections returned to the auditorium,
they went through all the songs again before finally
having a break at around 3:15. This was their final
break and everybody from KMS headed to the library
to watch Tangled and eat pizza.

“There is a lot of pressure put on me,
but I don 't put a lot of pressure on myself.
1 feel if I play my game, it will take care of itself.”
-LeBron James

This issue of the KMS Purple Pages . . .

At 7:00, when the concert started, each school sang
their own songs before combining all the choirs. First,
Homer sang For the Beauty of the Earth and Good
Night. Next, Aurora sang Does the World Say. Third,
Nikiski sang Yonder Come Day and Caledonia.
Fourth, Kenai sang Away from the Roll of the Sea and
Boatman Stomp. Finally, Skyview sang Gloria!
Gloria! And DANCE!

After each school’s songs, everyone joined each
other on stage to sing the Mass Choir songs. The first
song that we performed was called Sing Alleluia,
which KMS performed at its last concert, though it
sounded much better because there were many more
people, all doing different clapping patterns.

The next song was a slow song called Where the
Light Begins; it was hard for lots of the sopranos
because some parts were too high, but in the end they
all did an amazing job.

The third song was one where only the boys (the
tenors and basses) sang. It was called Omnia Vincit
Amor, which is Latin for Love Conquers All Things.
Most people thought it was pretty easy because of the
repeating parts.

Next was Ad Astra,
another Latin song meaning
To the Stars. This was the
one that only the girls (the
sopranos and altos) sang.
Some parts were hard but
the girls sang it pretty well
because there were also
repeating parts.

Finally, the last song was
I Sing Because I'm Happy,
Wthh included an actual drum set played by Fischer.
Everybody needed to sing louder than usual because
the drums would have drowned out their voices. It was
a very happy song and the audience seemed to enjoy
it.

Thank you to all the KMS students who
participated in Mass Choir and all the choir students in
the other schools too. Special thanks to Ms. Vollom,
the KMS choir director, Chloe Eklof, the guest
conductor, and Fischer, the drummer. Everybody had

a great time and put on an amazing concert! 9
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Homer Hobgoblins
By Graysen Besse

The KMS concert band, directed by Mr. Stephanos, went
to Mass Band in Homer. There were four other bands coming
from Homer, Nikiski, Skyview, and Cook Inlet Academy.
They all performed at Homer High School on Tuesday, April
29.

Once at Homer High School, the band students put their
instruments together and walked onto the huge stage, making
an orchestra of about 150. The big band practiced for six hours
throughout the day. Luckily, they received 10-minute breaks
every hour or so plus a 30-minute lunch.

The show at the end of the day was amazing. The
excitement all started when the bands were preparing for the
show by changing into their uniforms and practicing some
more in the school choir room. Once on the stage, the guest
conductor, Linn Weeda, started the show, including inspiring
mini speeches in between each piece. They played four
exciting pieces of music: Golondrina, Lost Woods Fantasy,
March of the Hobgoblins, and Daydreams.

Mila Coleman, a fantastic flute player, enjoyed Mass Band
though there were some frustrating times. For example, she
says that when the conductor would stop the band from
playing, they would continue to play through the piece for at
least 30 seconds. She also believes that lunch should have
been longer. Her favorite part of the day was when the band
was hanging out in the choir room because that’s “when we
were acting like dunder heads.” She also tells us that Machen
Iverson and Lawrence Dean were boxing, and Mattie
Castimore was holding her hand behind her head making
funny movements. Mila says the show was good and her
favorite piece was March of the Hobgoblins. She says the trip
to Homer was cool but she “wanted to sit in the back where

all the chaos was.”

KMS brama Class Presents
Oxce UrON A CRIME

The triq) of Goldilocksi@BNETHIYEE Beqrs, hero or ViNgint

Directed by Mrs. Moss, the drama class
recently presented a hilarious play with
Goldilocks on trial for her crimes, and a cast of
fairy tale characters called as witnesses to tell
their not-quite-truthful stories. The costumes
were amazing, and Kenzie, Alora, Faith, and
all the other actors brought so much energy and
humor into their performance!




MINECRAFT MAYHEM

By Gideon Mason

What is Minecraft,
you say? It’s a blocky
world where Minecraft
takes place. People have
been waiting for the
. Minecraft movie for
* years. But idk if the
audience got the actors
they wanted. Jack Black
plays Steve, and the side
characters are Jason
Momoa, Emma Myers,
Sebastian Eugene
Hansen, Danielle Brooks, and Jennifer Coolidge.

The setting of the movie is in Minecraft. Everything
around you is a block and measured by blocks, and it’s an
open world adventure and survival game. The plot of the
movie is that Steve, the main character, found this portal
in the mines of the real world. He goes into the portal and
lives in the new world called Minecraft. But then he
makes another portal in the Minecraft world and it takes
him to the Nether. When he’s there he finds these
creatures named piglins who capture Steve, and the
piglins tell Steve that they want an orb that he has. It’s far
gone, but people find the orb and follow it to the portal to
the Minecraft world and then they meet Steve. And in the
end, they help Steve defeat the piglin queen.

The Minecraft movie is a very exciting movie for all
the fans. People were yelling quotes from the movie like
“flint and steel” or “water bucket release.” But
everyone’s favorite quote is “chicken jockey.” The
chicken jockey comes into the movie when all the main
characters are in a mansion and they get caught, and then

Kids in the Hall

Would you rather have the same

or the same dream every night? sleep?

because the same
song stuck in
your head would
feel very painful
and it would be super annoying.”

Would you rather not be able to
song stuck in your head every day play Fortnite or not be able to

Fortnite because
I can’t download
it and not being
able to sleep would be painful.”

they are put into a
fighting ring, and
that’s when the
chicken  jockey
comes out. People
have done crazy
things like throw
popcorn  buckets
and slushies at the &
screen. Some went too far and lit fireworks in the
movie theater because of the chicken jockey scene.

The Minecraft movie was canceled in a bunch of
movie theaters because the crowds were too loud
and obnoxious. Now if you want to watch the
Minecraft movie, you can’t because they canceled
it because of chicken jockey. The theater put up
signs that said “we know chicken jockey is cool but
he doesn’t like to have popcorn and slushies thrown
at him,” and that was pretty much the theaters
warning people, but they didn’t stop.

Now about the fact that it was live action but the
rest was digital. The people in the movie were
obviously not digital, but everything around them
was. I think that it was weird because if you bought
the unfinished version, it’s really crappy with the
color difference. If you go to Prime video, you can
see the unfinished version, and if you do it is a
really crappy version of the movie, like boxy
characters, glitchy things around them, and oddly
weird things just sitting there.

In all respects, I am not the BIGGEST fan of
Minecraft movies. I think it is weird because if you
put thought into it, the actors are petting
NOTHING. They have to pretend that there is
something there. And some people have gone crazy
overreacting to the movie.

WE KNOW THE CHICKE
JOCKEY I5 EPIC—@I{T..

far

O

-

PLEASE DON'T
THROW POPCORN
OR SOFT DRINKS

ar Nah
CHICKENS DON'T LIKE

SHOWERS. SHOWERS
OUR STAFF DON'T EITHER

o

,

By Arlo Cooper

Would you rather smell like greasy
pizza or AXE body spray?

Eastyn Wagner
Owen Darsey Kade Coburn 6th grade
8th grade 7th grade )
- “Greasy pizza
Same dream “Not play because AXE

body spray is
booty cheeks.”
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Talented Track Team

100 Meters: Coach McDonald
By Rory Rang

The 100 meter dash is a quick-paced run. The
whole point of the 100 meter is quick feet and fast
breathing. I will say that 100 meters is made for people
who play soccer, kinda because you’re sprinting your
heart out to get to the ball. The 100 is fun in every way
because you’re running your heart out doing a quick
sprint, not very easy, but it is fun!

200 Meters: Coach McDonald
By Rory Rang

The 200 meter dash is a fast, steady-paced dash, So
the way to win is to run fast but not so fast as if you’re
going to pass out, just fast enough. The 200 is mostly
for fit athletes because it’s a longer distance than the
100, and you’ll have to stay at the same fast pace. I’ve
also heard from Levi Beplat who runs the 100 and 200,
and he said that a goal for the 200 is to build more
stamina to keep that fast pace. So if you’re good at the
100 or 400, you should try out the 200 for a change.

400 Meters: Coach McDonald
By Rory Rang

The 400 meter is one of the most competitive
dashes, and some say it’s the hardest. The most
challenging part of the run is to keep a fast pace and
finish strong (that’s why it’s the hardest). If you don’t
know what length the 400 meter dash is, it’s one lap
around the track. For the most part you would want to
have fast and long strides to reach out farther for extra
distance.

Distance Events: Coach Tews
By Arlo Cooper

The 800 meter and the 1600 meter are both coached
by Mrs. Tews. The events are very similar, but in the
1600 you run four laps around the track, and in the 800
you run two laps around the track, so you have to have
good stamina to run long distance. Not many people
do the 1600 and the 800 because they are super duper
long runs. Once you get to high school you can do the
3200, which is eight laps around the track. So if you're
good at long distance, maybe think about doing the
800 or 1600 next year.
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Hurdles: Coach Hesse
By Rory Rang

Uriah Smith is an 8th grader who does hurdles and
places top 8 minimum. Uriah said, “The most difficult
part of hurdles is getting in good form and not jumping
too high,” which fits the competitive part of hurdles.
But now I can say, hurdles is a VERY competitive dash
and most definitely one of the most fun, but I also
learned the most important parts of hurdles. It’s
important to keep moving, have good form, make sure
you don't jump too high, and have fun!

“People will hate you, rate you,
shake you, and break you,
but how strong you stand

»

is what makes you.
-LeBron James



Tremendous Track Team

Relays: Coach Laker
By Tatem Van Slyke

A relay is a team event in track and field where
athletes run a set distance, with each team member
running a different leg of the race and passing a baton
to the next runner. Relays have a big selection of track
options. There’s 4x100m, 4x200m, and 4x400m. The
4 is the number of people in each group; you must have
exactly 4 people. 100 m is the number of meters you
have to run, and 1 meter is approximately 3.3 feet.

This is how you do it: teams of four runners
compete, with each runner covering a designated
portion of the distance and passing a baton to the next
runner within a specific exchange zone. The team that
completes the baton exchange and crosses the finish
line first wins.

According to Lexi Soares, “The most important
thing about relay is the mindset and checking your
pace mid-run.” To train for relays, she practices the
handoff, and she has to get to know her teammates to
feel comfortable training with them. She has been on
three relays, one with Brooklyn, Sydney, and Melody,
one with Melody, Annabel, and Brooklyn, one with
Caprina, Kylee, and Elizabeth, and one with Mya,
Omaira, and Kylee. Two people on her track team
made it to Boroughs. Kennedy, Lilly, and Mara
(4x200) and Caprina, Kylee, and Elizabeth (4x400). At
the track meet, “I was so nervous, it was so scary. But
when you get on the track, you can feel the energy,”
Lexi said.

“Dancing days are here again,

Shot Put: Coach Newton
By Tatem Van Slyke

Shot put is a throwing sport where you try to throw
a nine-pound metal ball as far as possible within a
circle. The athlete must use one hand, holding the shot
close to the neck, and must not drop the shot below
shoulder height during the throw. The shot must land
within a designated sector. Fouls include touching the
top or outside of the circle or stop board, dropping the
shot below shoulder height, or exiting the circle before
the shot lands.

Mila Coleman is a great track athlete and a
participant in the shot put. In one meet, she got 5th
place with 22.5 ft, a PR (personal record). When she
first started shot put, it felt like “three million pounds,”
but after a couple practices, it felt like five, even
though it was 8.8 Ib. She enjoys scratching, which
means when she throws the ball out of bounds,
because one time she hit the person running the event!
For a warm-up, she likes to do a half helicopter where
she swings the ball in a half circle around her. This
warm-up may have been fun, but it didn’t warm her
up. When she waits for her turn, she thinks a lot and
laughs at people who mess up their throws or do
something wrong.

Discus: Coach Newton
By Arlo Cooper

Discus is a very fun track event where you get a
disc that is either rubber or metal, and you have to
throw it as far as you can, which is usually around 30
to 90 feet. You must stay in a big circle while you are
throwing the discus. There are three different ways
that most people at the middle schools throw. The first
one is the stand-in throw, where you have one foot
pushing against the circle (not over or it would be a
scratch) and you throw the discus as far as you can.
The second one is where you’re on the other side of
the circle and you cross your legs while moving
sideways, then you throw the discus as far as you can.
The third way is you are on the other side of the circle,
and then you start spinning in a circle while moving
forward, then you hurl your discus as far as you can.
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as the summer evening grows.”



Tenacious Trach Team

High Jump: Coach Evan
By Rory Rang

High jump is a super athletic way to jump and have
fun with other competitors. The whole purpose of high
jump is to see if you can get over the bar without
jumping off two feet, meaning that you can only jump
off of one foot. The trick of high jump is controlling
your center of mass to easily get over the bar as you’re
in the air. Another way to increase your chances of
clearing the bar is to know where you place your foot,
the spot you’re aiming for is a little early before the
middle of the bar. Personally, I think the hardest part
of high jump is keeping your speed and using it to
jump.

Long Jump: Coach Carson
By Arlo Cooper

Long jump is a very fun track event. You are
usually around 60-80 feet away from the sandpit, then
you start sprinting down to the white line, and then you
jump into the sandpit. When you land in the sandpit,
you're supposed to land on your butt because it makes
you jump farther than you would if you landed on your
feet. When teaching us, Mr. Carson tells us when
you're jumping to reach for your toes and then pull up
your pants, and with that method it helps you go
farther. We have a lot of people from our school who
did amazing.

Triple Jump: Coach Carson
By Arlo Cooper

Triple jump is a very fun track event where you
start about 30-70 feet from the sandpit, and you start
sprinting down to whichever line you start doing your
strides. The lines are the 16 foot line that is 16 feet
away from the sand pit, the 20 foot line, and the 24
foot line. Once you are stepping right on the line or
very close but not over, then you start doing your three
strides. Once you have done your three strides, you
jump into the sandpit. The distance you get is from
whichever line you started your strides at to the
farthest point of your body in the sandpit. You hope
that you actually jump far enough to land in the sand
pit!
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KPBSD Track & Field Borough Top Ten Results

Annabelle Innes — 3rd
Omaira Sagar — 6th

200m

Melody Pfile — 2nd

Lexi Soares — 4th
Kennedy Wortham — 10th

400m

Melody Pfile — 1st

Lexi Soares — 2nd
Kennedy Wortham — 5th
Caprina Rump — 7th
Kylee Tweedy — 8th

800m
Caprina Rump — 5th
Nona Morton — 7th

1600m
Sofia Tews — 7th
Marley Mesa — 8th

100m Hurdles

Lotti Nalos — 3rd
Annabella Innes — 4th
Mia Settlemyer — 8th

4x100m Relay — 2nd place

Olivia Richards
Brooklyn Coleman
Omaira Sagar
Annabelle Innes

4x200m Relay — 4th place
Sydney Hershberger
Omaira Sagar

Lotti Nalos

Kylee Tweedy

4x400m Relay — 3rd place

BOYS
100m

Kailey Crouse
Maci Daniel
Marley Mesa
Melody Pfile

4x400m Relay — 6th place
Lexi Soares

Elizabeth Buning

Kylee Tweedy

Caprina Rump

Shot Put
Mila Coleman — 5th
Axel Washington — 6th

Discus

Mila Coleman — 2nd
Sydney Hershberger — 5th
Kailey Crouse — 6th
Riley Cramer — 7th

High Jump
Myka Battiest — 2nd

Tatem Van Slyke — 10th

Long Jump
Melody Pfile — 2nd

Myka Battiest — 4th
Riley Cramer — 6th
Lillie French — 8th

Triple Jump
Sydney Wortham — 3rd

Riley Cramer — 4th
Taylor Cramer — 5th
Rosie Dura — 6th
Mia Settlemyer — 8th

Lawrence Dean — 5th
Levi Beplat — 6th

200m
Levi Beplat — 5th

400m
Uriah Smith — 4th
Liam Mesa — 8th

800m

Leif Laker — 7th
Noah Pancoast — 8th
Jackson Hibberd — 9th

1600m

Noah Pancoast — 8th
Leif Laker — 9th
Noah Cole — 10th

100m Hurdles
Khayden Jurdi — 6th
Uriah Smith — 7th

4x100m Relay — 5th place
Lawrence Dean

Rowan Smith

Gideon Blum

Bricen Johnson

4x400m Relay — 2nd place

Noah Cole

Leif Laker
Noah Pancoast
Charles Roberts

Shot Put
Corey Cannon — 4th

Discus

Austin Gardner — 3rd
Machen Iverson — 8th
Khayden Jurdi — 9th
Noah Pancoast — 10th

High Jump
Corey Cannon — 4th

Charles Roberts — 8th
Khayden Jurdi — 9th

Long Jump
Gage Sturman — 1st

Gabriel Dravis — 7th

Triple Jump
Charles Roberts — 4th

Noah Cole — 8th
Jay Songer — 10th




Cosplay at Comic Con

By Iguro Obanai

I went to Arctic Comic Con on April 26-27 at the Dena’ina
Civic and Convention Center in Anchorage. Arctic Comic Con has
been around since 2018. A comic con is a convention where people
dress up and have fun. The idea was invented by comic fans who
wanted to meet other comic fans. It was originally comic books
and sci-fi club meetings. I was cosplaying as Iguro Obanai from
Demon Slayer who protects humanity by slaying demons. I saw
Robert Karron and Sam Bosarge there too!

Bedazzling Booths

Inside we saw many booths, many of which were small
businesses! A particular booth I found very cool was the fake ID
booth where you could make yourself an ID for Pokémon, Harry
Potter houses, and more. I saw about three booths selling video
games and anime swords/katanas: some were wood or plastic and
some were metal. Many booths sold jewelry and about three booths
sold 3-D printed animals and other items. There were many booths
with artists for comics, anime fanart, anime art, and show posters,
plus a lot of Dungeons & Dragons game dice and accessories. One
booth had a full Star Wars group with R2D2. In addition, there was
a real tattoo parlor plus a henna tattoo business nearby. Outside we
saw the Bumble Bee car and the Ghostbusters car.

There were booths that had Japanese foods, such as Taiyaki!
You could also buy a freshly made cone of cotton candy, made in
front of your very own two eyes, for five dollars, and it was a good-
sized poof! There were some booths where you could buy boba,
matcha, onigiri, Italian sodas, and Japanese foods! There was a
cold drink spot near the panel stage for everyone to buy drinks, and
on the other side of the panel stage was an adult beverage area for
parents and adults. Before my family and I walked in we also saw
food trucks that mainly had more Asian food.

After exploring downstairs, we went upstairs; it was smaller
than downstairs but still amazing! We got free Monster energy
drinks, before seeing the actual Ghostbusters group. Upstairs had
about seven booths, some containing handmade items, like
crocheted octopuses, a candy booth, and a lottery booth where
Lotto Alaska was set up. After walking through those booths, we
arrived at the celebrity area with actors and voice actors. I bought
an autograph and selfie with Kira Buckland who voices Mitsuri
Kanroji in English for Demon Slayer. My family decided to buy an
autograph from Sam Jones who played Flash in Flash Gordon.
After the celebrity room, there was an anime room to watch
whatever anime episode was playing. The last room was a gaming
tournament room, where you could play a live fighting game
tournament.
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I saw lots of crazily cool cosplays!
Many cosplayers were from movies,
anime, and games such as Super Mario
Bros, Demon Slayer, My Hero Academia,
FNAF, Deadpool and Wolverine, Sonic
the Hedgehog, Ghostbusters, Hazbin
Hotel, and many more. However, I did see
people with their own OC as a cosplay.
Here are a few amazing creations!

Arctic Comic Con is a yearly event,
and next year it will be on April 25-26th
in Anchorage at the same location! I’'m
planning to be Tengen Uzui or Muchiro
Tokito from Demon Slayer. So grab a
cosplay and a friend, buy a weekend pass,
and hope to see you there!




Tee on the Iht'ernel"

By Kenzie Toering

The USC ice bucket challenge is a fun way to raise
awareness about mental health. Have you heard or done the
challenge? The challenge was started by the University of
South Carolina to raise awareness about mental health.

The original ice bucket challenge took place in the
summer of 2014 as a way to spread education, awareness,
and raise funds for ALS, which is amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis. ALS is a progressive neurological disease that
affects nerve cells in the brain and spinal cord, causing
voluntary muscle movement to become impaired. Every
time you would do the challenge you were supposed to
donate money to the ALS association.

The USC ice bucket challenge has become a big trend
all across the internet. It is a way to raise awareness and
funds for mental health. People get nominated and they will
nominate their friends for the challenge. Now it has become
a fun trend to do across the internet.

Mya Gulley is a 6th grader who was nominated for the
USC ice bucket challenge by Omaira Sagar. Mya only
nominated one person, her friend Aubreigh Rang. Aubreigh
was nominated by Mya and Svea Miller so she was pretty
annoyed that she had to dump another bucket of ice water
on her head, but she also found it exciting. Mya’s final
thought on the challenge was that she found it very fun and
exciting waiting for someone to do their next post.

Olivia Richards is a 7th grader who is participating in
the USC ice bucket challenge. She was nominated by Sofia
Tews. Olivia nominated two people, Quinton Beplat and
Shay Gonzalez. Olivia did more than just dump a bucket of
ice water on her head, she jumped in her half- frozen,
freezing cold lake.

Shay Gonzalez is an 8th grader who has also been
nominated to participate in the challenge. Shay was
nominated by Addi Jolley, Olivia Richards, and Veronica
Crane. She nominated Amidus Enders, Hilary Gonzalez,
and Jesse Johnson. Shay's thoughts about the challenge was
that she thought it was very fun and amusing to watch and
do it herself.

The USC ice bucket challenge is a fun way for people
to connect even if it’s from different schools; it is a fun way
to make new friends and something funny to watch.
Usually people from the same school as you or friends from
another school will nominate you for this challenge, and it
goes from there. People have now taken the challenge as a
dare, but people need to realize that this is also a challenge
to raise awareness about mental health and not just a silly
dare.

Locker Stalker

By Roni Weeks

Waylon Dobkins
6th grade

= “My favorite thing in my

locker is my My Hero
Academia manga,
because I like the cover.”

Fileen Arness
7th grade

“My book and dog
photos, because I love

reading and she is my
baby.”

Brody Merchant
8th grade

“My favorite thing in

my locker is my food,
because I’'m a big back.”
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Making Memorizs

By Graysen Besse

Sixth grade camp is a super fun time in the school
year where our 6th graders go to Victory Bible Camp
in Sutton and enjoy amazing food, fun hikes, cool
scavenger hunts, and the adventure of sharing a cabin.
There are three main activities: the fossil hike, camp
games, and the glacier walk.

The fossil hike is a great way to get out especially -

since once you finish you get to explore and look for
fossils at the top of the hike. I still have my fossils from
my camp experience. You climb to the top of the
mountain and up a huge rock slide to collect fossils.

The camp games are basically a huge rotation and
at each rotation is a new activity like bug collecting,
water testing, and the scavenger hunt. The rotations
also include fun gym games.

The glacier walk is super fun and exciting. Students
go on a tour of the glacier. It all starts when the kids
receive their helmets and cleats. Then they get onto
snowmachine sleds and drive up to the tour. The
students learn about caverns and crevasses plus see
them in person.

[ am a 7th grade reporter, which means that just last
year I went to camp. I have great memories with
friends and teachers. One of my favorite memories
about sixth grade camp is playing capture the flag. I
remember the excitement of being split into teams and
running off into the woods. That is right, the woods!
There was so much space, with some boundaries, to
run around and hide. The prison was huge and made
with logs and sticks.

Another enjoyable
moment  was  the
campfire. The teachers
would make a medium-
sized campfire and we

would eat loads of
s S mores. Sounds
strange, but the

teachers and students
would gossip.

One funny moment
was when my house
. leader bought us chips,

" a bag of Ruffles and a
bag of Doritos. We realized that the bags were both
half empty so we mixed the chips together in the
Ruffles bag. Later that night, Mrs. Tews came by for a
check in and wanted some Ruffles so she reached in
the bag and pulled out a mix of chips! She said, “What
is this?!”

Mattie Castimore has fun memories as well. She
explains that on the way back from the fossil hike she
fell and dropped her fossils. Once she picked them up,
she ran right into a tree and lost her fossils once again.
Mattie also shares that the food was really good. They
always had dessert and it “wasn't crappy school food.”
Lastly, under her cabin there was a little door, and they
made up a story about how the Pig Man lived there. “It
scared a lot of people until we found out that it was a
storage room,” she explained.

Allie Stonecipher has many funny as well as fun
memories and stories. She says that on the bus ride
home, Tyson Swanson “exploded” a bag of Doritos,
and “they were all crushed up to.” She also loved
playing capture the flag mostly because they got to
play in the woods. Lastly, Allie and Mattie were in the
same cabin so she has a story of the Pig Man as well.
“The Pig Man lived g
under our cabin,” she
says, and just as
before he lived
behind the door. She
heard this story from
Mattie and it spread
like wildfire.

In conclusion, |
hopefully the 6th
graders had an
amazing time at
camp and made
many memories too!
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Top Ten Titles

By Sophie King

It doesn’t matter if you’re an avid reader or a reluctant reader.
One of the best things to do during the summer is to read, but
sometimes it’s just too hard to sit down and read a book. I don’t
know about you, but if there’s a good book in front of me, I must
read it. Well, whichever you are, here are some ideas for some
books to read.

I did a little investigating and interviewed Mrs. Den Boer, the
KMS librarian. She said, “Reading lets me go anywhere in my
imagination.” She also said that some of her favorite books are 7o
Kill a Mockingbird, Little Women, and Where the Red Fern Grows.

If you’ve ever wondered what your friends and classmates think
about books, I have interviewed some avid readers. Mrs. Chantel
said, “Reading helps me escape the craziness of the world and
takes away my stress.” Some of her favorite books are Sunrise on
the Reaping and Thursday Murder Club, and her favorite authors
are Katherine Center and Emily Henry. I also interviewed a
somewhat reluctant reader, Noah Pancoast, who likes listening to
audio books. He likes listening to them because he “likes to hear
the characters unfold.” He also said that some books that he has
enjoyed reading are the Spy School series and sci-fi books, and his
favorite author is Stuart Gibbs.

Some places to get good books can be local libraries like the
Kenai Community Library and the Soldotna Public Library.
Bookstores like River City Books in Soldotna, Inkwell’s Bookshop
in Soldotna, and Already Read in Kenai are also good spots to go.
You could also go to a thrift store like Bishop’s Attic or Salvation
Army, or if there is a garage sale near, then you can find some
books there, too.

Even if you have an amazing book in front of you, it’s hard to
read it unless you are cozy and comfortable. Well, some places I
like to read are in a hammock, my bed, a couch, a comfy chair, or
on my porch. Some other good places to read could be in front of
a fireplace or a campfire, and even inside a bookstore, too. Now,
when it comes to the right time to read, it can be hard to find the
right time. Sometimes I like to read before I go to bed, but you
could also just read in the middle of the day, in the morning, or
even when you’re driving somewhere — of course, don’t read if
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you’re the driver!

HUNGER GAMES
TRILOGY

Here are the top ten books checked out
this year at KMS:

Smile by Raina Telgemeier

Guts by Raina Telgemeier

Hoot by Carl Hiaasen

Yummy: A History of Desserts by
Victoria Grace Elliott

Alone by Megan F. Freeman

el e

e

6. Five Nights at Freddy's by Scott
Cawthorn

7. Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff
Kinney

8. Ghost by Raina Telgemeier

9. Hooky by Miriam Bonastre Tur

10. The Hunger Games by Suzanne
Collins

If you’ve ever wondered what the rest of
the country thinks the top ten books are,
here is the American Library
Association’s Top Ten YA fiction:

1. All the Fighting Parts by Hannah V.
Sawyer

2. Bright Red Fruit by Safia Elhillo

3. Dragonfruit by Makiia Lucier

4. Libertad by Bessie Flores Zaldivar

5. Looking for Smoke by K.A. Cobell

6. The Merciless King of Moore High
by Lily Sparks

7. Rez Ball by Byron Graves

8. Thirsty by Jas Hammonds

9. Twenty-Four Seconds from Now...:
A Love Story by Jason Reynolds
Under This Red Rock by Mindy
McGinnis

10.

If you’re ever looking for something to
do during the summer, you could also look
into the summer reading program at the
Kenai Community Library, and the
Soldotna Public Library has one too!



Shower Thoughts

By Hadassah Kreider

Have you ever started thinking of the weirdest thoughts
during a shower? Or you just get the best ideas that you have
never thought of before? That’s called the shower effect, and
it’s mainly caused by relaxation. That happens when your
brain switches how it thinks, and it doesn’t just have to be
in the shower. Well, I’ve gathered a list of different shower
thoughts that might make your brain hurt!

If you’re waiting for the waiter, aren’t you the waiter?
The number of people older than you never goes up.
If you’re sweating in a sweater, aren’t you the sweater?

There’s no way to prove that we all see the same colors.

7~ If I stab a cereal box, am I a
S cereal killer?

Why are pizzas made as circles,
served in a square box, but eaten
as triangles?

If you took care of chickens, would that make you a
chicken tender?

Why does your nose run but your feet smell?
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Is the “s” or the “c” silent in the word scent?

Is an orange called an orange because it is orange, or is it
called orange because an orange is orange?

If you weigh 99 Ibs and eat a pound of = i)
nachos, are you 1% nacho? e

The first teacher never went to school. |\ | |
[\ ) i
Does a humanitarian eat humans? o\ \ [ ]

Smelling is just breathing but thinking
about it more.

Clapping is just hitting yourself repeatedly
\ because you like something.

If you press the brakes and the accelerator at
the same time, would it take a screenshot?

You only need a parachute to skydive twice.
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Al AWARENESS

By Lily Guest

You might use Al to help with homework, as
a chatbot, or use a program that uses AlL. I’'m sure
Al seems harmless and like an easy helper, but
it’s incredibly destructive. See, the average
google search takes around 0.0003 KWH
(kilowatt hours) of energy, not at all bad. But the
average Chat GPT or chatbot response takes 3
KWH of energy.

To put that into perspective, the average
household uses 29 KWH per day. That means
that nine generative Al responses take as much
energy as a household in a day. They also need
a way to cool down their Al systems, and they do
that with cold water. Why is that bad? Because
one generative Al response uses two liters of
water. Al is destroying the environment one
response at a time.

That’s not the only problem with Al, far from
it. Almost every student uses Al for homework
help or to fully do their homework. Now, the
ladder is the real problem. Because people are
using Chat GPT or other Al sites to write their
essays, test scores are going down and kids are
getting reliant on Al This should 100% be
alarming, especially when you realize that
college students are using Al. Imagine your
future doctor or lawyer being entirely reliant on
Al for everything. If we keep using Al to do
everything in our lives, we are getting closer and
closer to a computer-run world.

But AI isn’t some magical, all-knowing
machine. Al has to train itself by learning from
and copying real artwork and writing. That
infamous “Al style” of art is directly stolen from
popular artists from across the world. Hayao
Miyazaki’s artwork 1is the most egregious
example of this; his Studio Ghibli art style is
used by almost every Al image generator. Al is
stealing real, talented people’s artwork and
writing styles and getting away with it. And I’'m
sure you’re familiar with the melted together,
uncanny look to most Al images, right? Well, Al
has started to feed itself these images of the
messed-up Al images and get worse. Now, some
Al developers have resolved this issue, but is it
really for the better?

Al is not a classic case of “video killed the
radio star.”



History Highlights

By Sophia Bilger

May 14, 1804 - Meriwether Lewis
and William Clark began their trip
exploring the Missouri River.

May 14, 1804 - One of the longest
reigning English queens, for 63
years, Queen Victoria was born.

RN S0,
May 7, 1867 - Alfred Nobel (as in

the Nobel Prize) received his first
patent for dynamite.

May 10, 1869 - The
transcontinental railroad was
completed, bringing economic
growth to the world.

May 10, 1872 - Victoria Woodhull, a women's rights
activist, became the first woman to run for president.

May 7, 1915 - A German submarine, U2, torpedoed
and sank the RMS Lusitania, a British cruise liner
going from New York to Liverpool, England.

May 1, 1931 - The Empire State
Building opened to the public,
bringing over 350 visitors.

May 14, 1948 - Israel gained
independence from Britain.

May 6, 1954 - Roger Bannister
became the first man to run a mile under four
minutes. Vs, N

May 25, 1961 - President
John F. Kennedy announced
his goal to send a man to the
moon by the end of the
decade.

Wige Words Win Awards

Two KMS students earned recognition in the 2025
Alaska Statewide Creative Writing Contest sponsored
by the Anchorage Daily News and the University of
Alaska Anchorage. The contest is now in its 42nd year,
and many KMS students have entered their stories,
poems, and essays over the years, including several
past winners.

This year, 8th grader Marley Mesa’s personal essay
entitled “Memories” earned an honorable mention for
nonfiction, grades 6-8.

Sam Bosarge, a 7th grader, submitted a poem that
not only won 1st place for poetry for grades 6-8, it also
was selected for the prestigious Editors’ Choice award
from all the pieces of creative writing submitted to this
year’s contest! Sam’s poem was inspired by personal
experiences, and they enjoyed creating the rhymes to
pull together such intense ideas. Echoing the sentiment
of Mr. Gustkey, Sam felt successful just for entering
the poem but also is now very happy to be a winner!

“Why Do I Have to Have You, PTSD?”
By Sam Bosarge

In shadows deep where silence dwells,
A haunting echo softly tells,

Of battles fought, both near and far,

In hidden scars, the memories are.

A heart that races, a breath held tight,
In quiet rooms, the ghost ignites.

A flash of light, a distant sound,

The past returns, no peace is found.
The mind replays the throes of fear,

A heavy weight that draws so near.

Yet through the storm, a flicker glows.
A spark of hope that gently grows.
With every step, the journey starts,

To mend the wounds, to heal the hearts.
In strength, we rise, though shadows stay,
Together we find our brighter day.

So let us speak, let voices soar,

For healing comes when we explore.

In unity, we break the chain,
Transforming grief to love’s refrain.

“Just cause you’re in storm, doesn’t mean it’s game over.”

“Life 1s like a sky base, people want to bring you down when you’re at your highest.”

“Maturity is when you realize that the walls won’t protect you forever. You have to let it go at some point.”
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June Birthdays July Birthdays

By Madi Redder

01
02
03
04
05
07
07
07
08
09
09
10
10
11
12
13
13
14
15
17
18
19
21
22
23
23
23
24
26
26
28
28
28
29
29
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Arlo Cooper
Hannah Hardesty
Gabriel Dravis
Audrey Beale
Destiny Pierren
Kaylee Phillips
Alexander Vaudrin
Eastyn Wagner
Logan Magallanes
Ms. Crow

Kylee Tweedy
Alora Martin

Levi Beplat
Melinda Pharris
Connor White
Allie Gardner
Brooklynn Mercier
Harper Madrid
Silas Wendt
Jackson Parks
Jaxon Bushnell
Leia Angleton
Kynnlie Chadwick
Mrs. Rininger
Dakota Farmer
Quinn Taylor

Lily Hardesty
Mayvrin Booth
Ryah Dye

Peyton Lowe
Rance Carpenter
Trenton Flood
Audrey Williams
Gabriel Jones
Harley Hyatt

“Swim through
the serene
summer sky.”

By Sophia Bilger

01 Taylor Moorhead
01 Ethan Handsaker
01 Camilla Roberts
02 Ayden Holland
02 Brayden Holland
03 Symphony Harrison
03 Johannes Honeysett
04 River O’Clair
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04 Mr. Songer

05 Shanaya Petla

06 Gavin Sansotta

08 Madyson Knudsen
08 Maria Wardlow

08 Joel Phillips

08 Matthew Wardlow
08 Drake Skinner

08 Harley Gillis

10 Jayce Wendt

12 Addi Jolley

12 Mr. Prusak

16 Jayden Swearingen
17 Addison Ardenia
17 Ammon Hart

17 Mrs. Vann

18 Shakina Wingster
19 Gavin Real

20 Jace Strecker

20 Mrs. Megan Smith
21 Ryan Ross

21 Megan Ross

21 Mrs. Kurzendoerfer
22 Madi Redder

24 Teddy Dodge

25 Layla Sandback
28 Mr. Dosko

28 Brooklynn Timm
28 Richard Milligrock
29 Mrs. Holmes

29 Mrs. Laker

29 Mrs. Trish Smith
30 Mrs. Den Boer

30 Amara Sanguinetti
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August Birthdays

By Sophie King

02 Jayson Smith

02 Zillah Nelson

03 Sawyer Douthit
03 Mrs. Taylor

05 Gema Perez

05 Zeke Shaw

05 Liam McLeod

05 Ms. Winslow

06 Gus Ensey

06 Tyson Swanson
07 Abigail Wimberly
09 SheaLynn Main
10 Jacob Reid

10 Kyree Sagoonick
11 Joe Harris

11 Owen Darsey

11 Elizabeth Backstrom
12 Izaya Lindemann

13 David Kala-De La Cruz

14 Aiden Murphy
15 Neoma Myers
16 Haylee Alexander
16 Maci Daniel
18 Atticus Torres
19 Mrs. Graham
20 Liam Wilshusen
20 Scarlett Bernard
20 Mrs. McCown
22 Mr. Schoessler
22 Anela-Star Demidoff
24 Luey Focose
25 Emery Wagner
25 Lilliana Holguin
25 Chloe McNeel
25 Lily Guest
28 Tayla Cole
28 Cache Pyfer
29 Tayla Darr
31 Chloe Sturm
0f 0
0 0

=

HAPpPY BIRTHDAY

Nurse Dixie is a
total rock star!!!

#KMShashtags

#CHICKENJOCKEY
#potato
#s’mores
#redhotchilipeppers
#hellokittypants
#RiningerasWeird
AlYankovic
#dinglefritz
#salmonella
#kickball
#teacherscrashingout
#stayhydrated
#beachball
#roadtrips
#Nabholzissigma
#sunflower
#icebucketchallenge
#mentalhealthawareness
#icecream
#cheesecurds
#poolday
#gratefulforteachers
#sunshine
#journalismrocks
#swimsuits
#lessstress
#flipflops
#minicourses
#sosweaty
#lastdayofschool!
#nohomework!
#sleepinlate!
#summerbreak!



Anonymous Confegsgions

By OldYeller, PowerPookie & YoungWhlsperer
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“Your peanut butter is so glossy.”
Thanks! I use it as lip gloss; it smells nice.

“Peppa Pig makes delicious BACON! Yum! Hint (I ate her)”
-Anonymous

And you didn’t offer to share??? Rude, I love bacon!
-YoungWhisperer

-Anonymous
-Power Pookie

“My water bottle is as big as your house.” -#Catlover
If your water bottle is as big as my house, then you must be a
giant to drink from such a big water bottle! My house is 400 ft
long, 400 ft wide, and 600 ft tall. You must be at least twice that
size. So, go on, do the math, I know you can.

-PowerPookie

“I eat cat litter and dog food as light snacks” -werido 67
So you like experiencing constipation, intestinal blockages, and
possibly toxin exposure? -YoungWhisperer

“I like my chicken medium rare” -werido 67
So you like salmonella and campylobacter? Nice, see you is the
ER. -YoungWhisperer

“I divided zero by zero in my head. Now my favorite number is
periwinkle.” -werido 67

I don’t know if I should be worried or impressed. Well done...?
-OldYeller

“If your right pinky toe itches at exactly 12:08 am on a Sunday,
the next time you cough, you’ll be fine.” -werido 67

That’s so interesting! My pinky toe itched at exactly 12:08 am on
Sunday, and then I coughed 8 hours later, and I survived a zombie
apocalypse! -PowerPookie

“Some girls say ‘I’m just a girl,” when they make a mistake. I say
‘My fault, gang, I didn’t know mixing bleach and vinegar would
create mustard gas.” -Werido 67

What you SHOULD say is, “My fault gang, I didn’t know mixing
bleach and vinegar WOULDN’T make mustard gas.” You
actually need hydrogen sulfide, ethylene oxide, and hydrochloric

acid. Wait... @) ¢]-OldYeller

“Have you ever swum with sharks? I have, they’re just big water
puppies!” - werido 67
OMG, YES they are adorably vicious babies! And they are so

cute! -YoungWhisperer
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*Meanwhile, around the water cooler*

OldYeller: “Did y’all hear about weirdo
67? They submitted EIGHT confessions,
too many to print. Total fangirl.”
YoungWhisperer: “Yeah, they are! Did
you hear they eat medium rare chicken?”
OldYeller: “Yeah, with a side of cat and
dog food. Are we sure this is a SANE
person? Or are we getting confessions
straight out of the loony bin?”
YoungWhisperer: “Yeah, I heard they
predicted the future! PowerPookie
survived the apocalypse!”

PowerPookie: “Has anyone found Bob
OldYeller: “Bob? Nah, haven’t seen him
in a full issue. Also, I doubt
POWERPOOKIE could ever survive the
apocalypse.”

YoungWhisperer: “HEY STOP BEING
MEAN, OLDYELLER!”

OldYeller: “NO! I LIKE BEING MEAN,
ESPECIALLY TO POWERPOOKIE!”
PowerPookie: “Okay. Also, ruuude! I
could too! And I did, thank you very
much, which means you guys are
ZOMBIES!”

OldYeller: “SILENCE,
POWERPOOKIE.”

YoungWhisperer: “WE ARE NOT!”
PowerPookie: “Ruude! How are you not
if I survived the apocalypse, and my
pinky toe itched, and I coughed?”
YoungWhisperer: “POWERPOOKIE,
QUIET! BECAUSE I AM A HUMAN!
YOU’RE THE ZOMBIE!”
PowerPookie: “Whhhhy?! MEEEE?!”
OldYeller: “STOP
FIGHTIIINNNGGG!!”

*Silence™

OldYeller: “Okay, thank you. Now, I
think we can all agree that none of us
would survive the apocalypse...
especially PowerPookie.”

PowerPookie: “Oh, darn.”
PowerPookie: “Rude. Buuuut, true.”
YoungWhisperer: “IT started it! And why
do you sound like our DAD?!”
PowerPookie: “He is our father!”
YoungWhisperer: “He isn’t!”

OldYeller: “KIDS, STOP FIGHTING.”



Overheard
By Sophia Bilger & Tatem Van Slyke

“Reveal the neck pancakes!”

“Y'all built like French fries, and I’m built like a big
potato.”

“How does a narcissist warm up their vocal cords...
ME ME ME!”

Student #1: “Take meeeee onn!”
Student #2: “I’ll beee goneeeee in
a dayyyyy!”

Student #3: “This song is fire!”
*dancing like a psychopath*
“You’re built like neck fat!”
“Tickle your parents.”

“You are a little funky monkey!”
“You’re a spicy gurl!”

“I am a spicy gurl!”

Student #1: “Excuse me.” *in feminine voice*
Student #2: “You are not excused!”

“Why do you keep shower caps at school?”
“You’ve got big old lady fingers!”

“Talk like your brain is smiling.”

S (7~ “You’re my emotional support
(N @ @) human.”
y L ) Lﬁ .- “I wonder why her daddy
e N ) disapproves.”
AL *reading the lyrics of But Daddy 1

i Love Him*
Student #1: What is one word you would use to
describe me?”  Student #2: “Horrible!”
“I like pooping.”
“I don’t need emotional support, I’'m a big girl.”
“Edgar Allan Poe is pregnant?”
“My mom spelled my name wrong!”
“THAT’S MY DAD!”
“How to sell gunpowder.”
“You never like anything healthy!”
“I am not smelling your father’s feet!”
“Stop touching my jellybeans!”
“Don’t touch my yellow one!”
Student #1: “My Chromebook smells like vinegar.”
Student #2: “My face smells like vinegar.”
“You married off your

= 2 -
/i TN ?55/ charger?!”
- Sl - : :
r F “We’re interlocking
toes.”

-/ X
gy
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“These tissues smell like fish!”
“Why are you sniffing your
chapstick?”
“Why are you stalking my
shower?”
“Are you airing out your armpit or
raising your hand?”
“Stop hogging all the air!”
Student #1: “We had a very productive work day.”
Student #2: “Yeah, we searched up men, and it was
glorious!”
“You have to un-pi it, then pi it again.”
“Is it concerning that I spent $84.93 at a bookstore in
Anchorage?”
“You can’t fart if you’re dead.”
“This may not be the best choice, but it is the most
delicious choice.”
“I’ve been promoted! I feel the POWER!”
“I was about to use tape to blow my nose.”
Student #1: “I'm 13.”
Student #2: “You aged horribly!”
“You make me weird.”
Student #1: “I’m gonna touch you, boop.”
Student #2: “I would like that.”
Student #3: “Da frig.”
“You are going to get illegal-ized.”
Person #1: “Why are you so fat?”
Person #2: “Hey!”
Person #1: *points to the picture of a snail*
Person 2: “Ohhhhh.”
“We must not have naked paper!”
“Your hands are spongy.”
“That’s me! I’m a pretty little princess!”
“He’s running for security.”
“Do not take the skin off of my puppies!”
Student #1: “Did you call Mr. Tilly ugly?!?”
Student #2: “No, I called him the OG.”
“Stop using my ice for evil.”
“It smells like something in here.”
“Why are you massaging my esophagus?”
Student: “Were you committing arsenic?”’
Teacher: “Yep!”
Student:” YEAHHHH!!!”
“You have a mom?!”
“You cannot lick my shoe!”

Student #1: “You licked her

&) computer?!?!
wd ( 7¢ Student #2: “You made-out
i };} with Camilla the
B Computer?!?!”
“My toes are on fire!”

“Can we virtually caress each other?”
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Creative Summer Ideas!!!
By Roni Weeks

Do you sit on your couch staring at a phone or TV
during the summer? Well, most children between the
ages of 11-14 spend nine hours a day playing games or
watching videos or movies. Do you eventually get
bored? I know I do, so here are some fun summer

activities that you can learn over the summer!

e Knit a blankie

o Sketch a show character
o Crochet a hair tie

e Loom a bracelet

e Style your hair

e Fold origami flowers

e Cook your favorite meal
e Make a lemonade stand

e Have sleepovers with friends
o Take a hike with family

e Bead jewelry or patterns

e Go camping in your backyard
o Build sand castles WS 7k
e Perform a fashion show with friends

e Have a car wash or garage sale

o Perform random acts of kindness

e Make a scavenger hunt

e Travel someplace new

o Bike the loop with friends
e Paint like Bob Ross

e Build a go-cart

o Have a garage sale

e Make a tree fort

e Sew a quilt

Summer Sillies

What do you get when you combine an elephant and
afish?  Swimming trunks!

Did you hear about the dog that wore a swimsuit?
Apparently, it looked quite fetching!

What kind of sandals do frogs wear?
Open toad sandals!

Do fish go on vacation?

No, because they are always in schools!
Where do sharks go on vacation?  Finland!

Why was the halibut embarrassed?
Because it saw the ocean s bottom!
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Summer Songs
By Sophia Bilger
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Bryan Adams - Summer of ‘69

Taylor Swift - Cruel Summer

Beach Boys - Surfin’ U.S.A.

Alice Cooper - School’s Out

Rick Springfield - Jessie s Girl

Sabrina Carpenter - Espresso

Nicky Youre - Sunroof

Katrina and the Waves - Walking on Sunshine
Lana Del Rey - Summertime Sadness

. Beach Boys - Kokomo

. Benson Boone - Mystical Magical

. The Go-Go’s - Vacation

. BTS - Dynamite

. Taylor Swift - Style

. Seals & Crofts - Summer Breeze

. Taylor Swift - Out of the Woods

. Daryl Hall & John Oates - You Make My

Dreams

. Katy Perry ft. Snoop Dogg - California Gurls
. John Travolta & Olivia Newton-John -

Summer Nights from Grease

. Corey Hart - I Wear My Sunglasses at Night
. Bob Marley - Three Little Birds

. LFO - Summer Girls

. Madonna - Holiday

. Lady Gaga - Summerboy

. The Beatles - Here Comes the Sun

KMS Purple Pages — May 2025 — Have a superbly sigma summer!!!



Mischievous Memes
By Graysen Besse & Sophia Bilger

Teachers at the beginning of the
Capture the flag at 6th grade camp school year vs. the very end

Me on the mat in
Native kickball

Me on the day I skipped school vs.
the next day looking at my missing work

When it's the last day of
journalism class and someone
asks, "What's a byline?"

Why do fish swim in salt water?
Because pepper water would make them sneeze!

What did the sand say when the tide came in?
: I’'m shore glad to see you!
How everyone looks at you Did you hear about our awesome camping trip?
when you come into class late It was in-tents!






