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2. Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Must complete the FAFSA using parent’s 2022 Tax info. NEVER use a site that charges you a fee. This is a FREE application for Federal aid based on income. Most colleges will require you to complete the FAFSA even if you will not qualify for aid. https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
[bookmark: _aysiwypjfm2h]September 24-Financial Aid Night-5:30-6:30 in Sohi Library

3. The ACPE Success Center offers education, career training, and financial aid guidance through Zoom, email, phone, and in-person appointments. To schedule an appointment visit youcanbook.me or email ACPESucessCenter@alaska.gov  or call 907-269-7980.
Helpful tools to guide you through the FAFSA process https://acpe.alaska.gov/FINANCIAL-AID/The-FAFSA weekly FAFSA 
https://acpe.alaska.gov/Portals/0/OTHER/Pubs/FAFSA_At-A-Glance.pdf

Remember, you should file the FAFSA as early as possible after it is released – some institutions have very early FAFSA deadlines – check with your school's Financial Aid Office to find out. Some programs may have later deadlines. The priority deadline to file the FAFSA for the Alaska Performance Scholarship (APS) and the Alaska Education Grant (AEG) is June 30.

4. Parent Information Post-Secondary Planning Night at Soldotna High School in the library. September 17th 5:30-6:30 Call 907-260-7000 for more information. 

5. The Common Application – Complete the Common App once, apply to many schools at once. Over 900 colleges use the Common App. Must respond in 250-650 words to one of the essay prompts. For more information, visit: https://www.commonapp.org/  https://www.commonapp.org/static/33342f49064800bb364191bae36b5d97/FY-Apply-College-What-is-Common-App.pdf
[bookmark: _lckwvlszt3mk]Common App has announced the 2024-2025 essay prompts.            Below is the complete list of the Common App essay prompts.
1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story.
2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the experience?
3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your thinking? What was the outcome?
4. Reflect on something that someone has done for you that has made you happy or thankful in a surprising way. How has this gratitude affected or motivated you?
5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal growth and a new understanding of yourself or others.
6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track of time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more?
7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, one that responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design.



Suggested Timeline by Grade Level
 9th -12th Keep track of ALL your volunteer hours, activities, involvements, and sports. Include Youth Groups, Student Council, Sports, Drama, Clubs, Dance, 4H, Rodeo, Martial Arts, Jobs, and all activities that show you are a well-rounded person. Many college applications and scholarship applications will want you to report this information.
 9 th, 10th or 11th FALL: If you are in Geometry or higher, take the PSAT – At Soldotna High School on October 16th or 17, 2023 To sign up, pay Amanda Barber $18.00. 
9 th, 10th, or 11th FALL OR SPRING: Take the SAT and/or the ACT. Offered at Kenai Peninsula College on Saturdays. Can be taken multiple times to improve scores. To sign up visit: www.act.org and/or www.sat.org
10th SPRING: Explore the option of attending Middle College. Visit: Kenai Peninsula Middle College School
10th and 11th FALL and SPRING: Start searching for training programs, employment opportunities, and colleges.
11th and 12th FALL: Attend KPBSD’s annual College and Career Fair. October 8, 2024 11:30am-12:30 pm at Soldotna High School. 
12th FALL: Apply to training programs, apprenticeships, colleges, or employment opportunities. Attend parent information nights and FAFSA workshops. Complete the FAFSA in December of your senior year. 
12th SPRING: Search for scholarships and APPLY, APPLY, APPLY!!! Finalize details at your training program or college including Housing application, final high school transcript, and the financial aid process. 

Visit KPBSD’s ONE STOP portal and use the scholarship application template to create your scholarship portfolio.
KPBSD Scholarship Folder-https://kpbsd.org/wp-content/uploads/parents-students/onestop/KPBSD_Scholarship_Folder.doc
Search KPBSD’s Scholarship Database https://kpbsd.org/OneStop/Scholarships.aspx
Search on Student Scholarships https://studentscholarships.org/
 Search on Fastweb https://www.fastweb.com/
College/Training Center Search Tools: 
Collegeboard https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
The Alaska Career Information System (career interest profiler, college search, financial aid search, and more) https://acpe.alaska.gov/
Career Exploration and Training Opportunities: 
· Naviance is the KPBSD new College and Career readiness platform. The curriculum allows students to explore careers and interests, set goals and complete lessons on topics like Personal Finance, Financial aid, Employability skills, and create their 6 year school course plan. Naviance is being rolled out during the 2023-24 school year and is available to 6th-12th grade students.
·  Learn more about Naviance
· Naviance Student Login



ACPE Success Center - training/financial aid guidance ACPESucessCenter@alaska.gov                                                                      Alaska Career College-www.alaskacareercollege.edu/                                     Alaska Driving Academy -CDL, Heavy Equipment, www.alaskadrivingacademy.com                                                                Alaska Job Center Network https://labor.alaska.gov/splash/alexsys/                Alaska Vocational Technical Center-avtec.edu/                                             Amundsen Educational Center – Construction Training, Housing, www.aecak.org                                                                                           Apprenticeship search https://awib.alaska.gov/apprentice/index.html Construction Trades-https://helmetstohardhats.org/explore-trades/         Explore the Trades: Plumbing/HVAC/Electrical-explorethetrades.org/
Mapping your Future: https://www.mappingyourfuture.org/index.cfm Northern Industrial Training- CDL, heavy equipment www.nitalaska.com/ Nursing Careers-www.registerednursing.org/nursing-careers/                 O*Net – Job search, resume builder tools https://www.onetonline.org/ RoadTrip Nation Career Exploration- roadtripnation.com/explore/interests
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Apply for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

Applying for Financial Aid With the FAFSA® Form


[bookmark: _nbn7lj2esbrp]Starting Your FAFSA® Form
The 2024–25 FAFSA form is available now. We encourage you to fill out the form as soon as possible on or after the FAFSA launches to meet FAFSA federal, state, and school deadlines.
FAFSA® Filing Options
You may choose any of these methods to file a FAFSA form:
· Log in at fafsa.gov to apply online
· Complete a FAFSA PDF (note: you must print out and mail the FAFSA PDF for processing)
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Register? COMES TO TEST PREP,
WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED.

ACT offers test prep for every learning style
with live video lessons, interactive practice
questions, full-length practice tests, and
on-demand tutorials. Explore your test prep
options, including a free practice test, at
act.org/prep.
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STAND OUT TO COLLEGES.
TAKE THE SAT.
REGISTRATION FEE: $60.00

SAT Test Date* Registration Deadline Deadiine for Changes, Regular Cancallation,
and Late Registration*
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College Planning: 9th/10th Grade

There are some steps you can take as a ninth- and a 10th-grader to make
sure you're on the right track for college. This list will help you navigate the

college planning process.

e

0] Create a four-year high school plan. Think about what
youdIke to accompiishin the next four years.

+ Make sure you know which high school courses are.
required by colleges, and that you'e taking the ight
classos as eary as the ninth grade. You can ask your
‘counselor about what those "right” classes are.

+ Gotto know the levels of courses offered by,
your school

D] Start thinking about your life after school, ncluding the
types of jobs that might nterest you. Of course,these wil
‘change —often — buti’s good to start thinking about
the possibilties.

+ Identity youriterests — likes and disikes — notjustin
classos but also i every area. This wil help you focus.
onyour goals.

+ Tak 1o other peopl, such as your school counselor
teachers,recent college graduates who are working.
professionals inthe community, etc. about careers you
might find interesting

T3 Mot with your high school counselor. Your counselor
kinows how to help you get the most outof igh school. 8o
sure o take some time during the school year to discuss
post:high-school plans with him or her.

01 Participate in extracurricular activities. Acaderics arer't
everything. Explore your interestin a sport, school club,
music or drama group, of community volunteer activiy.

* Remember that colleges would rather see real
involvement in one activty instead of aloose
connection to several

* Ifyoure interestedin playing sports n college. research
the National Colegiate Athletic Association (NCAA)
eligbilty requirements. The NCAA requires completion
of certain core courses: you can find the specifics at
ncaaclearinghousenet.

01 Save for college. It not too late to put money aside for
college. very ltle bit helps! Leaming about financial aid
earty on can also help you down the road.

01 Explore summer opportunities. Look for ajob, intership,
o volunteer position that willelp you learn about  field
of interest.

0] Got familar with the PSAT-related assessments and
SAT". Most four-year colleges consider applicants’scores.
on college admission tst. Download the free Dally Practice
for the New SAT app to geta feel for the kinds of questions.
Youmight face ontest day.

0] Take the PSAT™ /9. f your school offers it sign up to
take the frst of the College Board assessments o seta
baseline. his testwill elp you buld up your sils to take.
the SATIn 11th or 12th grade.
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0 Mest with your high school counselor — again.
B sure to meet with your school counselor to ensure that
Your course schedule is challenging enough to repare you
forcollege.

* Checkinto any prerequisites for advanced-level junior-
‘and senior-year courses.

] Take the PSAT/NMSQT" or PSAT™10. Depending on
your school, you might have the opportunity to take the
PSATINMSQT in October or the PSAT 10 in February or
March. It provides valuable feedback on your college
readiness and a free, personalized plan to help you start
getting read for the SAT —and for college.

] Askif the PSATINMSGT s offered to 10th-graders.
Although thistests usually iven n the 11th grade, it
ais0 often offered nthe 10th grade. That's because.
itprovides valuable feedback through the Student Score
Report. You can then work on any of your acadermic
weaknessss whi there i sil plenty oftime to
make improvements.

[ Are youinterested in attending a UsS. military academy?
Ifs0, you should request a precandidate questionnaire.

] Along with your family, do some research about how to
obtain financial aid. Many students use financial aid to
cover callege costs. Find out what financial id s, where.
it comes from, and how you can apply for it Read the US.
Department of Education's Funding Your Education (about
federal ad programs).

0 Attend collage and carer fairs. The firs often take place
inthe falat your schoolor in your area.

O Participate in school activities or volunteer efforts.
Extracurricular activities can help you develop time-
‘management skils and enrich your high school experience.

0 Talk to your counselor about your plansfor Ife after high
‘school. He or she can help you plan your schedule, search
for colleges, and navigate the financial aid process. The
‘more your counselor knows about you, the more he or she
canhelp you along the way.

00 Tour college campuses. If possible, take advantage of
Vacation or other family ravel time to visit colleges and see
what they relike. Even if you have nointerestin attending
the college you are visiting, it wll help you learn what to
ook forin a college.




image8.png
College Planning: 11th Grade

Junior year marks a turning point. This is because for most students and families,
it's when college planning activities kick into high gear. Here are some things you
can do this year to stay on track for college.

e

0] Start with you: Make ists of your ablties, sociallcutural
preferences, and personal qualties. List things you may
wantto study and doin colege.

O Learn about colleges. Lok at their websites and find
colleges at bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search.
Talk o friends, family members, teachers, and recent grads.
of your school nowin college. List the college features that
interestyou.

D] Resource checi: Visit the counsaling office and meet the
‘counselors there.Is there a college night for students and
familes? When wil college representatives viit your school?
(Putthe dates i your calendar) Examine catalogs and guides.

01 At school,speak to your counselor about taking the.
PSAT/NMSQT" whichis given n Octobor.If you plan to ask.
fortesting accommodations (because of a disabilty), be
sure the Colloge Board has approved your eligibilty.

01 Make a il to manage your college search, testing, and
application data. f approprate (for exampie, f youre:
Intorested in drama, music at, sports, etc), start o gather
materialfor a portiolio

0] Estimate your financial id need. Financialad can
help you afford college. Use the College Board's
Gotting Financial Aid and the financial aid calculator at
bigfuture.org to estimate how much ad you might receive.

=

C1Sign up to take the AT in the spring. You can register
online or through your school. SAT fee walvers are avalable:
to ligible students. To prepare or the SAT,you can access
froe, porsonalized SAT practice tools at satpractice.org,
Including thousands of ineractive questions, video.
lossons, practice tests, and more.

0] Bogin a search for financial ad sources. National
sources include the College Board's Scholarship Search
and electronic sources. Don't overlook local and state
aid sources. (Ask a counselor for help or check your
public ibrary)

3 With your family, make an appointment with your
‘counselor to discuss ways to improve your college-
preparation and selection processes.

0 Aska counselor or taacher about taking the SAT Subject
Tests in the spring. You should take them whil course
materials sl reshinyour mind. You can download
The SAT Subject Tests Student Guide, which offers tost-
prep advice, from SATSubjectTests.org.

00 Explore AP". The Advanced Placement Program
helps hundreds of thousands of high school students.
achieve their collage dreams each year. Get the facts at
apstudent collegeboard.orglexploreap. Ifyou'te i
AP classes, registe for the AP Exams given nMay.

01 Optinto the College Board Opportunity Scholarships
at cb.orglopportunity. You can earn scholarships ranging
from $500t0 $2.000 by completing indiidual cologe:
planning steps. Complete allix steps and you'l bo eligbie
for the $40,000 scholarship.

© mysigruture () emyBigruture () ecollegeboard
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0] Contact your counselor bofore leaving school for the
‘summer ifyou are considering miltary academios or ROTC
‘scholarships. f you want a four-year ROTC scholarship, you
should begin the application process the summer before.
Your senior year

1 Develop alist of 15 or 20 colleges thatare of interest to
You. You can find many colleges at which you'l be happy
‘and geta great education. The college searchis about
‘exploring who you are and what you want and then inding
colleges that wil meet your goals.

0] Stay open to allthe possibllities—dontt limit your
‘search. To find the best college for you, you should apply.
t0 colleges of varying selectivity. Selective colleges admit
aportion of students who appiy. Some colleges are highly
salective whil others are less selective. Make sure to apply
t0 publc, private, in-state, and out-of-state schools o that
Youhave plenty of options rom which to choose.

01 Take the SAT. The testis typicaly offered in March, May.
and June. Make sure youstart preparing for the test
Several months in advance using the tools avallable at
satpractice.org. And remember,if you'e not happy with
Your scores when you get them, you might want totest
againin the fall Many students take the test a second tme
as seniors, and they usually do better.

00 Startto gather documents for financial aid: 8o sure 1o
Keep acopy of your tax returns handy. You'l use these to
complete the Free Application for Federal Student Ald
(FAFSA) which opens on Oct.1

e

3 Register with the National Collegiate Athletic
‘Association (NCAA) Eligibility Center f youaroan
athiete planning to continue playing asport i college
(ncaaclearinghouse.net.

0] Getyour FSAID: Before you can il out your FAFSA. you
nead to geta usemame and password (also known s an
FsaID)

O3 Find a full-time or part-time job, o paricipate ina.
‘summer camp or summer college program.

0] Visit colleges. When planning your campus visits, make.
sure o allow time to explore each college. While you're
there, talk to as many peopie as possible. These caninclude:
college admission staff, professors, and students. Take
‘campus tours and, at colleges you'e serious about, make
appointments to have interviews with admission counselors.

O Create a résumé—a record of your academic:
accomplishments, extracurriculr actiities, and work
‘experiences since you started high school.

1 Download applications. Go o the website of cach
college’s admission offce and either complete the.
appication online or request a paper application
from colleges to which you'l apply. Check appiication
dates—large universities may have early dates or
roling admission.

01 Visit some local colleges—iarge, small public and private.
‘Avisitt0.a college campus canhelp you decide i that
colege s right for you. Make a plan ahead of tme to get
the most from your visit. Check out the campus checkist
atbigtuture.org. Attend college fais, 0.

O3 Scanlocal newspapers o see which civc, cultural, and

sorvice organizations in your area award financialaid to
graduating seniors. Starta le.
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College Planning: 12th Grade

‘Want to know if you're on track in the college application process?
This checklist shows you what you should be doing, and when.
‘When you complete steps marked with * you may be eligible for
College Board Opportunity Scholarships. Learn more at:

ch.org/opportunity.

e

O Strengthen Your College List* Meet with a counselor
about your colige choices and,f you've not yet done so.
download college applications and inancialad forms.
‘Make sure you have a balanced list of academic safety, fit.
and reach schools. lan to it as many of these collages
as possible

0 Create a master listor calendar that includes:

* Tests you'l take and their fees, dates, and
registration deadiines.

+ College application due dates

+ Required financialaid appiication forms and
their deadiines (aid applications may be due
before college applications)

+ Other materials youll need
recommendations,transcripts,etc)

* Your high school's application processing deadiines

[0 Ask a counselor to help you request a fee waiver if you
‘can't afford application or test fees.

O improve Your Score®: Many seniors retake the SAT in the
fall Additional coursework and practice with Official SAT
Practice on Khan Academy® since your last test could help.
youboost your performance. Plus you already know what
to expect ontest day.

] Be sure to have your SAT scores sent to the collegesto
which you are applying.

I Complete the FAFSA': To apply for most financial aid,
youllneedto complete the FAFSA. Oct. 1 s the frst day
you can il the FAFSA.

O Complete the CSS Profile: CSS Profile™ is an online
application used by certain colleges and scholarship
programs to determine eligibilty for their aid dolars.

I Prepare carly decisionlearly action o roling adrission
applications as soon as possible. Nov. 1-15: Colleges may
requiretest scores and applications between these dates
for carlydecision admission

0] Aska counselor orteacher for recommendations if you
need them. Give each teacher or counselor an outine of
your academic record and your extracurricular actvtes.
For each recommendation, provide a stamped, addressed
envelope and any college forms required.

] Writefirstdrafts and ask teachers and others to read!
themf yourre submiting essays. fyou'e applying for early
decision finish the essays for that application now.

1 Apply to College*: Submit your appications to the schools
that you want o attend.

0 Ask counselors to send your transeripts to colleges. Give:
counselors the proper forms at least two weeks before the
colleges require them.
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01 Keep photocopies as you finish, and send your
applications and essays.

00 Give the correct formto your counselor i the college:
wants to see second-semester grades.

1 Have your high school send a transcript—itis
sent separately by mailto colleges if you apply online
to colleges.

e

1 Keep active in school. If you are waitisted, the college will
want o know what you have accomplished between the
time you applied and the time you learned of s decision.

00 Visit your final college bafore accepting. You shouid
receive acceptance letters and financia ad offers by mid-
April. Notfy your counselor of your choice. If you have
questions about housing offers, talk to your counselor or
callthe college.

1 Inform every college of your acceptance or rejection of
the offer of admission andior financial aid by May 1.
Colleges cannot require your deposit or your commitment
to attend before May 1. Talk to your counselor or adviser if
youhave questions.

0 Send your deposit to one college only.

[ Take any AP® Exams. Show what you've learned in your
AP classes. A successful score could even eam you credit,
‘advanced placement, or bothin college.

0 Waitisted by a college? Ifyouintend to enoll f you are:
accepted, tellthe admission director your intent and ask
how to strengthen your application. Need financial aid? Ask
whether funds wil be available if you'e accepted.

] Work with a counselor to resolve any admission or
financial ad problems.

0 Ask your high school to send a finl transcript to your
college.

O Review your financial aid awards: Not all financial aid
awards are the same, 50 's important o choose the aid
package that's best for you and your family. Be sure tonote
what you have to do to continue receiving financialaid from
year to year, and how your aid might change infuture years.
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College: How to Get
There From Here

‘We know you're ready for college—your academic track record has proven that.
Now it’s time to apply. Here are some tips on how to get started.

Apply to four or
more colleges.

ATLEAST

Acollege youre
1 ‘confident you can
sAFeTY  o°tne
ATLEAST  Goteges youhave
D ety poccrnce
GoOD FITs ©fgettnginte.
ATLEAST  Acolege thatyou
have a chance of
1 smgmasurs
REACH  sstetch

Applingto two collegesinstead ofone
makes it 40% MORE LIKELY that you'll
envollinafouryearcollege fyou apply

tomore than two, then your chances of

envoling il be even better.

Never rule out
applying to a
college because
you think it’s
too expensive.

‘There are scholarships and financial
aid packages available at aimost all
four-year colleges.

The estimated average grant ad for
four-year colleges in 2016-17
PUBLIC COLLEGES

MORETHAN $4,700

PRIVATE NONPROFIT COLLEGES
MORETHAN $18,600

Many students receive much more.
than the average ad.

The Free Application for Federal
‘Student Aid (FAFSA) opens October 1.

When looking at colleges, consider

the following:

ACADEMIC
Whatare the average SAT" scores and
GPA of students admitted to the school?
Does ithave any prerequisites? Apply to
colleges that are a good acadermic fit—
whether they/re a safe bet o alitle out
of reach.

GRADUATION RATE

Do most students graduate in four
years?If not, why not?

LOCATION

Do you prefer a big city, suburb, or
smalltown?

MAJORS

Does the college offer a variety of
majors thatinterest you?

size
Do youwant a smaller campus with
‘smaller class sizes or a larger school
with a wider variety of programs, such
s a state university?

AACADEMIC RESOURCES
Does the college’s library meet your
needs? Does the campus use the latest
technology? What about lab facilties?

CAMPUS LIFE AND SERVICES
What are the housing options? Are
there social activities, cultural events,
clubs, or athletics that interest you?
What support services are available
on campus to help with social, health,
‘academic, and financial challenges?
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College Application Timeline

‘Want to know if you're on track in the college application process? This timeline shows you what you

should be doing, and when.

SEPTEMEER/OCTOEER—PREPARE

[ Sign up for updates at bigfuture.org and optinto
the College Board Opportunity Scholarships at
ch.orglopportunity if you haven't already.

[ Talk to your school counselor or advi
college search and application process.

[ College requirements: Make a st of the application,
testing, and financial aid requirements for each college.

[ Letters of recommendation: Decide who to ask, and
reach outto them early so they have time to wiite good
letters. If you have a résumé orlst of accomplishments,
be sure to sendit to them.

r about the

] Application essays: Look over essays you have areacy
‘written for inspiration. Share your ideas with parents,
teachers, r other trusted aduits 5o they can help you craft
the strongest essays possible.

[ Register for the SAT: f you havent taken i yet, or wouid
like o take it again, it not toolate! Sign up now, and be.
sure to send score reports to coleges.

[ Practice and improve your SAT score: When you practice
for the SAT for 12 hours using Official SAT Practice on
Khan Academy and improve your score by 100+ points,
you could be eligible for a College Board Opportunity
Scholarship. Visit cb.org.opportunity.

(] Optinto Student Search Service: More than 1,100
coleges use thisservice and are looking or students ke yo.

[ Complete the FAFSA, which opens October 1: It's
necessary f youe applying for federal and state grants
and loans. Funds are limited, 50 make sure to fle by the.
financialaid prioity fing dates. You could also eama
chance ata College Board Opportunity Scholarship.

[ Reminder: Enter the Complete the FAFSA scholarship at
cb.orglopportunity.

[ Complete the CSS Profile™, which also opens October 1:
Certain colleges use it to see if you qualiy for additional
grants and scholarships. (There’s afes for application)
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NOVEMBER/DECEMBER—APPLY TO COLLEGES

] Work onyour applications: Some have deadines as early  and Universal College Applcation et you complete one

‘as November. ‘application online and submit it to several colleges.

[ Send your SAT and AP" scores: This ensures that ] Apply to college: Submit your applications to colleges
colleges have the most complete set of your information to  you/re interested in attending, and you could earm a chance
review for admission, as well as scholarship awards, course  ata College Board Opportunity Scholarship. Visit
placement,or selection to  specifc program or major. cborglopportunity.

[ Consider college application services: Appiication ] Send transcripts: Ask for your transcripts o be sent to

systems ik the Coalition Application, Common Application,  your chosen colleges.

JANUARY/FEBRUARY—EXPLORE FINANCIAL AID OPTIONS

[ Compare award letters: After examining the financialaid (] Search for scholarships: Scholarships provide money for
packages you're offered, you'l see that schools may be college that you dort need to repay. And they're not just
more affordable than you thought. for academic superstars.

MARCH/APRIL ECIDE!

[ Getinformation: Dig  te deeper to help youmakethe [ Review acceptance letters: Go over il offers o admission,
best choice. Ask questions. Create a st of any questions consider the pros and cons of each school, and pick the
you il have about the colleges youe considering. college thats the best it for you

Visit bigfuture.org for more information.
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