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SOLDOTNA MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 

Our mission is to create kind, confident, self-reliant learners who are globally aware and impactful in and beyond their communi-

ty.  We enrich students’ academic excellence and social and emotional learning based on the philosophy of Dr. Maria Montessori. 

Stone Soup Covid Event & APC General Membership Meeting—November 19 

Stone Soup Day is a favorite tradition here at Soldotna Montessori. It is highly unlikely that this event can take 
place this year in the way we are accustomed to, so we have decided to have a Stone Soup Zoom event in con-
junction with our APC Annual General Membership meeting on November 19th.  We will be sharing a version 
of the book Stone Soup, as read by our students, as a kick-off for families to conduct a Stone Soup event of 
their own. We hope many of our families will join the Zoom event for a story presentation from our students 
and to meet our current APC members.  

Principal Evaluation Survey  

The APC is looking for parent and community feedback to assist them with the 
principal evaluation. The month of November has been set aside to collect this 
feedback from parents, students, family members and the community at large. An 
online survey has been created, and a link to the survey is available on our school 
website, Facebook page, and has been sent via email through PowerSchool Mes-
senger. Please help the APC with this evaluation process by providing your feed-
back. The online survey will be available from November 1st to December 1st.  

Primary Aide Position 

We have a full-time primary aide position posted at the district employment page.  
If you are interested, or know of a potential candidate, please apply at the district 
website. 

Survey Season 

We have sent out a link to the principal survey, the district will be sending out a 
parent survey soon, and we have one more survey for you, the school survey. We 
are respectfully requesting parents to complete this survey as well.  The school 
survey is shared twice a year and provides feedback we use to improve our 
school. Please look for a link to the survey in today’s email and at the school website. 
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Spirit of Kindness 

Our school is continuing the Spirit of Kindness program again this year to provide assistance for SMCS fami-
lies in need this holiday season. We are providing a link for families to sign-up on the school website. If you 
wish to request assistance through our Spirit of Kindness program, please complete the online form by No-
vember 20th. We are still working out how we will post anonymous requests for interested families to choose 
and shop for requested items. This program is well-received and a positive event for our school family, as well 
as a fine opportunity for us to care for each other.  

Battle of the Books 

Battle of the books is a program developed by the Alaska School Librarians As-
sociation and is intended to have students engage with literature.  They develop 
a Battle of the Books list each year for specific grade levels for this event. We 
have ordered our books, and they will be here next week.  Now we need inter-
ested students to sign up for participation in Battle of the Books and possibly 
represent our school at the district competition in February.  An online sign-up 
form is located at our school website, and we encourage students’ to sign up.  A 
key element will be the need to get the books safely into our students hands, a 
difficult challenge at this time.   Also critical to our success is a volunteer coach.  
We are still looking for interested parents to volunteer to coach our grades 1-2, 
grades 3-4 and grades 5-6 students.  If you are interested, please contact Mr. De-

Volld, and we can begin to develop a strategy for meeting with interested students.  

Conferences 

Wow!  Thursday and Friday were unusual conference days.  On a typical year, it is fun to see each of our fam-
ilies in the building: connecting with the teachers, and staff members who are in the hallways and office.  We 
often have fun conversations during this time, and we especially love having the students along in attendance.  
This year, the hallways felt empty and hollow without the energy of our families present.  Fortunately, we 
were still able to connect our teachers and parents via Zoom and phone.  All reports from teachers were posi-
tive, and they felt that the opportunity to talk was valuable, informative, and productive.  We certainly were 
happy to hear that, although home instruction is difficult, the teachers are doing a good job providing for suc-
cessful instruction at distance.  Also noted, were some of the challenges that families are encountering.  We 
hope to continue to be responsive to the thoughts that were expressed.  While we may not be able to address 
every situation, we will be working to find solutions that address as many as we can in a timely manner.  As-
suredly, we will continue to offer caring instruction, encouragement, and support for our students and families 
while learning is taking place at home. If you need additional assistance, please contact the school. 

Spelling Bee 

Looking for some fun time-filling challenges for your child?  Spelling Bee practice lists have been added to 
the school website.  We will not be conducting Spelling Bee practices until the 3rd quarter, but it is never too 
early to start working on the Spelling Bee lists and learning spelling patterns.  Visit the school website and 
print off a list that is just right for you.  The Spelling Bee is open to our 3rd-6th grade students, but that 
doesn’t mean k-2 students can’t have fun with the lists too. 


