
MONTESSORINEWS 

SOLDOTNA MONTESSORI CHARTER SCHOOL 

Our mission is to create kind, confident, self-reliant learners who are globally aware and impactful in and beyond their communi-

ty.  We enrich students’ academic excellence and social and emotional learning based on the philosophy of Dr. Maria Montessori. 

State Testing Begins Next Week  

Next week marks the beginning of state testing. The intermediate classes will be 
testing each day from March 29th-March 31. The 3rd graders will be testing on 
April 5th-April 7th. Please ensure your students are well-rested for these testing 
days and have a great breakfast to get the day going with fuel. Please do not 
schedule appointments on these days, and contact the school if there is a conflict 
with these testing days.  

Mrs. Holt Announcement 

We are sharing news that Mrs. Holt has made the difficult decision to retire at the 
end of this school year.  Certainly, she has been an integral part of our school’s 
development, an excellent Montessori teacher, and an advocate for our Montesso-
ri school.  As with any retirement, there are mixed emotions: excitement for Mrs. 
Holt and the prospect of her next journey and sadness of losing a valuable part of 
our school community.  We want to wish Mrs. Holt well in her decision, and we 
look forward to celebrating her time and commitment to our school family as we 
conclude the school year.  Please feel free to wish her well in the days and weeks 
ahead, and know that we will have a time of recognition of her important contri-
bution to our school prior to the end of  the school year. 

Class Placement Requests  

It is time to begin considering class placement requests for next year.  Class placement requests will be handled with an online form, 

and a link to the form will be provided to our families next week.   The online form will be available for use by only our families 

with kindergarten or 3rd grade students.  Completion of the form is optional, and we will make every effort to accommodate re-

quests. If you have questions, please contact the school. 

Volunteers 

It has been some time since we have been able to host volunteers.  
As we approach the end of the school year, there will be some 
opportunities for volunteering.  There are some key elements that 
need to occur and be considered for volunteering: 

1) All volunteers must have completed the district background 
check and be approved prior to volunteering. 

2) All volunteering will occur at the teacher’s request.  They will 
notify families of volunteer opportunities. 

3) All volunteers will be required to complete a COVID-19 
Waiver form, a COVID symptom screening form, and get 
prior approval by the school administrator for each time vol-
unteering. 

4) All volunteers will be required to wear a mask, maintain 6ft 
physical distancing, and wash hands upon arrival. 

5) All volunteers will only work with one cohort group. 

Please, if you feel you would like to volunteer for any future 
event, please complete the school background check now.  It is the first step for any volunteer work at any time. 

 March 25, 2021 158 E. Park Ave. Soldotna, AK 99669 | (907) 260-9221  

Events Calendar 
3/29-4/16 State Testing Window 

4/2 Vacation Day—No School 

4/15 Yearbook Online Orders Due 

4/17 APC Candidate Apps Due (3:00) 

4/22 APC Meeting (5:30 p.m on Zoom) 

4/26-30 APC Elections—Online 

4/28 Art Night Event—Tentative 

5/13 6th Grade Visit to Skyview 

5/19 6th Grade Promotion Event (TBD) 

5/19 Last Day of School 



Mr. D.’s Thoughts 

I have received just a few questions from families 

about our plans for the end of the year and next 

year.  We had to make some significant changes to 

our approach this year due to COVID-19.  My plan 

for next year will be to return to our multi-aged 

class structures of Grade 1-3 and Grade 4-6.  We 

will not be cohorting by grade.  Also our original 

plans for class placements going into the 20-21 

school year will resume for our 21-22 school year.  

So, a current 4th grade student who was placed in 

Mr. Faris’ class prior this year will return to his 

class as a fifth grader next year. 

Regarding the end of the year, we are coming up 

with some creative plans for carrying out our end 

of the year traditions.  It is our hope that these 

events will include family participation.  There are 

mitigation plans and guidance that need to be de-

veloped, but we think we will be able to have some 

good events that help celebrate our year together. 

Montessori & School Program Notes  

Life is filled with choices. One of the most basic 
choices is whether to actively change ourselves or to 
spend our energy trying to make others change. Fo-
cusing our attention on changing others puts us in a 
GET mode instead of in a GIVE mode. This is dis-
couraging both to ourselves and to others and sets us 
up for failure and a loss of composure. Choices in-
volve the Power of Free Will. The Power of Free Will 
means that ‘I am in charge of me’ and I’m the only 
person who can make myself change. It also means 
that ‘you are in charge of you’ and you are the only 
person who can make yourself change. No matter 
how much pressure we put on someone else to behave 
the way we want them to, it is ultimately their choice 
to behave or not. When we make choices based on 
what we need and value we feel good. The reward 
center in the brain is activated and the brain releases 
chemicals that make us feel good. Making choices to 
please others, meet other’s expectations or avoid pun-
ishment has the reverse effect and can lead to depres-
sion or distress. This can result in burnout and apathy.    

From http://consciousdiscipline.com/  


