
5 REASONS KNOWING A WORLD LANGUAGE MAKES YOU MORE CREATIVE

People who know two or more languages make our world more colorful. They 

can tell you about early Renaissance art and can also pronounce the names of the 

artists ... correctly. They can speak with a flourish and cadence that sounds like a 

classic song. They can even whip up a batch of chocolate éclairs that would make 

you say “ooh la la!” In our opinion, people who speak more than one language are 

some of the most creative in the world.

HERE ARE JUST A FEW (TOTALLY OBJECTIVE) REASONS WHY:

A GROUP OF 60 BILINGUAL 

STUDENTS WERE STUDIED 

ALONGSIDE 60 OF THEIR 

ONE-LANGUAGE-SPEAKING 

PEERS. The researchers found 

a noticeable difference in the 

level of detail and richness in 

descriptions by the bilingual 

student—proof that they think 

more colorfully.

BY THE

NUMBERSLANGUAGE

LEARNING

1,596,234
The number of people who tuned in to the 

TedTalk by linguist Patricia Kuhl as she 

explained how bilingualism babies helped 

babies as young as six months old make use 

of sophisticated creative reasoning.

INFINITE

45.4 MONTHS Bilingual children showed 

a statistically significant increase in 

mathematical creativity (that’s code for 

thinking outside of the box) as early as  

45.4 months. That’s less than four years old.

DID YOU KNOW THAT IN 

JAPANESE, THERE ARE 

TWO WORDS FOR THE 

COLOR BLUE? 

(One refers to lighter shades 

of blue and the other refers to 

darker ones.) Because different 

languages vary so much in 

vocabulary, people who speak 

two languages are able to 

perceive things like color 

differently.

People who know more than 

one language are better able 

to utilize a distinct area of the 

brain called Broca’s area. As 

infinite connections between 

words and languages are made 

in the brain, these thinkers are 

able to better think creatively 

and abstractly.

middleburyinteractive.com

Weareteachers.com

http://www.medicaldaily.com/bilingual-kids-better-creative-thinking-241752
http://www.ted.com/talks/patricia_kuhl_the_linguistic_genius_of_babies
http://pss.sagepub.com/content/19/12/1201
http://www.spring.org.uk/2013/09/10-superb-psychological-advantages-of-learning-another-language.php
http://www.spring.org.uk/2013/09/10-superb-psychological-advantages-of-learning-another-language.php
http://www.spring.org.uk/2013/09/10-superb-psychological-advantages-of-learning-another-language.php
http://www.spring.org.uk/2013/09/10-superb-psychological-advantages-of-learning-another-language.php
http://discovermagazine.com/1997/oct/thebilingualbrai1258#.Ui-BdKxEKSp
http://discovermagazine.com/1997/oct/thebilingualbrai1258#.Ui-BdKxEKSp

