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3b:  Questioning and Discussion Techniques

	
	Time 
	Description of Topic, Intended Outcomes, and Suggested Presentation Strategies
	Resources and Notes

	Introduction of the Component
	30 Minutes
	“Save the Last Word” Protocol

Participants pre-read and highlight key points from the narrative in Framework on Component 3b, pages 79-82.

Form trios or quads and appoint one person in the group to be the time keeper. A timekeeper (with a watch) should be appointed for each group.

Each participant silently identifies what he/she considered to be the most significant idea addressed in the article.

When the group is ready, a volunteer member identifies the point in the article that he/she found to be the most significant. The first person says nothing about why they chose that particular point.

The other three people each have 1 minute to respond to THAT idea.

The first participant then has 3 minutes to state why he/she chose that point and to respond to his/her colleagues based on what he/she heard.

The same pattern is followed until all four members of the group have had a chance to have “the last word.”
 
	“Save the Last Word” Protocol
FFT pp. 79-82

	Broaden Understanding
	30-40 minutes
	As a whole group, review handouts of Art Costa’s Levels of Questions and the Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy.
Split the group into partners.  Using the worksheets provided, develop different levels of questions for each level of questioning.  Share with the whole group. 
	Examples of Costa’s Levels of Questions
Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy
Costa’s Worksheet
Bloom’s Worksheet

	Extending Understanding and Applying Concepts
	
	Use Chapter 9, pages 184-190, in Skillful Teacher to further your understanding of truly engaging students.  

As a group, choose 2-3 strategies to implement.  As an action research study, you could pose a hypothesis question (example: “What will happen if we make higher level questions a standard part of our daily practice by planning ahead together?”) 
	ST  Ch. 9  pp. 184-190
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