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NEWS RELEASE 
KPBSD School Board receives 2011 Outstanding School Board of the Year Award 

Soldotna, November 7, 2011—The Association of Alaska School Boards (AASB) bestows the KPBSD school 

board with the “2011 Outstanding School Board of the Year” award for their contributions to the Kenai 

Peninsula Borough School District.  

 

The award was announced during the 58th annual AASB conference in Anchorage, November 3–6, 2011, with more 

than 400 people in attendance. Fifty-three school districts serve the great state of Alaska, and competition this year 

included very engaged school boards from Kodiak, Sitka, and Bristol Bay, among others.  

 

Superintendent Dr. Steve Atwater was present at the award presentation and said,  

 

―I am thrilled that our board is being recognized in this way, it was great to see them receive this in front of 

school board members from across the state. Their dedication to the students of the Kenai is unwavering—

they deserve this accolade.‖ 

 

Five criteria are necessary to receive Outstanding Alaska School Board of the Year. The KPBSD school board 

demonstrates excellence in: 

1. Community Engagement  

2. Level of AASB/UAF Boardsmanship Academy  

3. Demonstrated evidence of leadership as measured against AASB School Board Standards 

4. Participation in State and National Activities  

5. Evidence of growth in student achievement  

 

Nine elected members serve on the KPBSD school board, together with one high school student representative: Joe 

Arness, President; Liz Downing, Vice President; Penny Vadla, Clerk; Lynn Hohl, Treasurer; Marty Anderson; Sammy 

Crawford; Sunni Hilts; Bill Holt; Tim Navarre; and Annaleah Ernst, Student representative. 

 

―This recognition that our District is, in fact, a leader in education as measured by academic progress compared with 

other Districts is not so much an endorsement of the Board itself, but instead recognizes the strides which our District 

has made over the past few years.‖ – Joe Arness, President 

 

―It was such an honor for our board to receive recognition from the Association. Listening to our board and district 

accomplishments during the presentations, I was struck by the realization that this was an effort truly shared with all 

past board members, administrators, teachers, staff, students, and families who have contributed over the years to 

make this such a wonderful school district.‖ – Liz Downing, Vice-President 

 

Liz Downing, school board vice-president, was awarded the 2011 ―National Distinguished Board Member‖ by the 

National School Boards Association (NSBA) during the AASB conference. Ten Alaskans receive this honor each year. 

Contact: Pegge Erkeneff 
Communications Specialist 
Phone: (907) 714-8888 
Fax: (907) 262-5867 
Pegge@kpbsd,org 
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2011‐2012 BOROUGH ASSEMBLY AND ADMINISTRATION 

 

Gary Knopp, President 
50465 Patrick Drive 
Kenai, Alaska 99611 
Phone: 283‐9494 
Fax: 283‐9800 
E‐mail: gknopp@borough.kenai.ak.us 
District: 1‐Kalifornsky 
Term Expires: 2012  

Sue A. McClure 
P. O. Box 3686 
Seward, Alaska 99664 
Phone: 224‐6784 
E‐mail: smcclure@borough.kenai.ak.us 
District: 6‐East Peninsula 
Term Expires: 2012 

 
 

Harold Smalley 
105 Linwood Lane 
Kenai, Alaska 99611 
Phone: 283‐7469 
E‐mail: hsmalley@borough.kenai.ak.us 
District: 2‐Kenai 
Term Expires: 2014 

 

Brent Johnson 
20773 Porcupine Lane 
Clam Gulch, Alaska 99568 
Phone: 262‐4763 
Fax: 260‐5367 
E‐mail: bjohnson@borough.kenai.ak.us 
District: 7‐Central 
Term Expires: 2013 

 

Ray Tauriainen 
P. O. Box 8678 
Nikiski, Alaska 99635 
Phone: 776‐8885 
E‐mail: rtauriainen@borough.kenai.ak.us 
District: 3‐Nikiski 
Term Expires: 2013 

 
  

Bill Smith 
P.O. Box 150 
Homer, Alaska 99603 
Phone: 235‐8932 
E‐mail: bsmith@borough.kenai.ak.us 
District: 8‐Homer 
Term Expires: 2014 

 

Linda Murphy 
P.O. Box 4124 
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 
Phone: 262‐1686 
Fax: 262‐8485 
E‐mail: lmurphy@borough.kenai.ak.us 
District: 4‐Soldotna 
Term Expires: 2013  

Mako Haggerty 
P. O. Box 2001 
Homer, Alaska 99603 
Phone: 235‐5104 
E‐mail: mhaggerty@borough.kenai.ak.us 
District: 9‐South Peninsula 
Term Expires: 2012 

 

Charlie Pierce, Vice President
144 N. Binkley Street 
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 
Phone: 260‐6647 
E‐mail: cpierce@borough.kenai.ak.us  
District: 5‐Sterling/Funny River 
Term Expires: 2014 

Mike Navarre, Borough Mayor
144 N. Binkley Street 
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 
Phone: 714‐2150 
Fax: 262‐8616 
E‐mail: mnavarre@borough.kenai.ak.us 
Term Expires: 2014 
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November 23, 2011 
 
Representative Mike Chenault 
145 Main St Loop Suite 223 
Kenai, AK 99611 
 
Dear Representative Chenault: 
 
In preparation for the upcoming legislative session the Kenai Peninsula School 
Board invites you to join them for dinner and discussion on December 5 from 
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the Borough Administration Building, Soldotna.  This would 
be an informal meeting and would provide an opportunity for the Board to thank you 
for your hard work during this past year and to update you on current issues in the 
District. 
 
Please contact Sally Tachick (stachick@kpbsd.org or 907-714-8836) if you are able 
to attend. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
 
Joe Arness, President 
Board of Education 
 
cc: School Board 
 Senior Management 
 

 
Office of Superintendent 

Dr. Steve Atwater, Superintendent of Schools 
148 North Binkley Street Soldotna, Alaska  99669-7553 

Phone  (907) 714-8888 Fax  (907) 262-9132 
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SCHOOL BOARD COMMUNICATION 

Title:  Update on process for revision of Five-Year Plan 

Date: November 22, 2011 Item Number: 
General 
Information 

Administrator:  Steve Atwater, Ph.D.  
Superintendent of Schools 

Attachments: 
Five-Year Plan 
Process 

Graphic of five-year plan (revised) 

  

 Action Needed  For Discussion x Information  Other:  
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

In November I introduced a process for the revision of our five-year plan.  After discussing my plan with 
leadership team members and a consultant, I have made some small changes to this process; the 
attached flowchart summarizes the revised sequence of events for the plan’s revision. 

ADMINISTRATIVE RECOMMENDATION 
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        Revise

· Review, and as 
necessary, 
revise 
community 
survey at the 
January 25 
Administrator 
Meeting  with 
School Board 

    Establish

· Establish vision 

and mission 

statements at 

the March 28 

Administrator 

Meeting with 

School Board

      Focus

· Set focus areas 

and goals at the 

April 25 

Administrator 

Meeting with 

School Board

    Complete

· Executive group 

of administrators 

and board 

complete goal 

writing April 26

 Comment

· Solicit public 

comment from 

April 26 to May 

25

Five-Year Plan Process
Kenai Peninsula Borough School District

    Adopt

· Board to adopt 

Five-Year Plan 

at the June 4 

Board meeting 

   Action

· Set action plans 

during June 

Administrator 

and Teacher 

Worksession.  

Specific date to 

be announced.
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KPBSD Budget Development Calendar

FY13

5th - School Board Meeting-Presentation of Budget

S M T W T F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

2nd   - School Board Meeting - Present Budget for Approval

S M T W T F S *17th - Final KPBSD Budget Information to Borough Assembly**

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14  

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

*1st   - Ordinance Introduced at Borough Assembly***

S M T W T F S *15th - Borough Assembly Resolution

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

  

*5th - Borough Assembly Ordinance Vote

S M T W T F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

*All dates referring to Borough Assembly meetings are subject to change.

**Provide KPB Finance with a copy of budget memo when Board packet is released to use in preparing Assembly

resolution.

***Normal Borough packet deadline is 12 days prior to actual Assembly meeting.  A minimum of 25 days is

mandatory between the introduction of an ordinance and the time action is taken on it.

Alaska Statute Sec. 14.14.060.  Relationship between the borough school district and borough; finances and 

buildings.  (c) Except as otherwise provided by municipal ordinance, the borough school board shall submit the

school budget for the following school year to the borough assembly by May 1 for approval of the total amount.

Within 30 days after receipt of the budget, the assembly shall determine the total amount of money to be made

available from local sources for school purposes and shall furnish the school board with a statement of the sum to

be made available.  If the assembly does not, within 30 days, furnish the school board with a statement of the sum

to be made available, the amount requested in the budget is automatically approved.  Except as otherwise 

provided by municipal ordinance, by June 30, the assembly shall appropriate the amount to be made available from

local sources from money available for the purpose.

June 2012

March 2012

April 2012

May 2012

revised 11/17/11 - ln
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