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University, Eastern Washington University, Grove City College, Gustavus Adolphus College, 
Humboldt State University, Idaho State University, Kenai Peninsula College, Lewis & Clark 
College, Lincoln College of Technology, Linfield College, Mayville State University, Montana 
State University, Montana Tech, Northern Arizona University, Northern Industrial Training, 
Oregon Coast Culinary Institute, Oregon Institute of Technology, Pacific Lutheran University, 
Peninsula College, South Dakota State University, Southern Oregon University, Southwestern 
Oregon University, The Art Institutes, The College of Idaho, Universal Technical Institute, 
University of Alaska – Anchorage, University of Alaska – Fairbanks, University of Alaska – 
Southeast, University of California – Davis, University of Hawaii at Manoa, University of Idaho, 
University of Portland, Utah State University, Western Washington University. 
 
Link 
College Fair, http://bit.ly/KenaiPeninsulaCollegeFair  
 

 
 

### 
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KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

NEWS RELEASE 
$160 MILLION FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION ON THE KENAI? 

 
Soldotna, September 29, 2014—Does the bottom line in a $160 million+ budget 
matter to you? These are the top three reasons to ink the date for the districtwide 
KPBSD budget development meeting, coming to a school near you, Thursday, 
October 9, 2014, at 6:00 p.m. 
 
1. Up front learning how KPBSD crafts an award-winning, multi-million dollar budget, every year 
2. Give your opinion about budget areas to reduce and increase in 2015-2016. What matters, what 

doesn’t? 
3. Q & R: live question and response opportunity 

 
“The district is again facing a fiscal gap for FY16 that may result in recommendations to our school 
board to reduce expenditures,” said Dr. Steve Atwater, superintendent. “I encourage the public to use 
this meeting as an opportunity to learn about this fiscal tension and to think in terms of what we can do 
differently to produce a balanced budget.” 

 
Parents, staff, community members, and elected officials are invited to attend Thursday, October 9, 
2014, 6:00 p.m., via MS Lync, at these KPBSD school sites:  
 

Chapman School – HMS library; Connections Homeschool – Main office; Cooper Landing – 
Room 4; Fireweed Academy – HMS library; Homer High School – HMS library; Homer Middle 
School – Library; Hope – Room 4; K-Beach Elementary – Room 18; Kachemak-Selo – 
Secondary building; Kaleidoscope School of Arts and Science – Library; Kenai Central High 
School – Library; Kenai Middle School – Library; McNeil Canyon – HMS library; Moose Pass 
– PD room; Mountain View Elementary – KMS Library; Nanwalek – recording will be shown 
10/14; Nikiski North Star – NMHS library; Nikiski Middle/High School – Library; Nikolaevsk 
– Library; Ninilchik – Library; Paul Banks – HMS library; Port Graham – recording will be 
shown 10/16; Razdolna – HMS library; River City Academy – library; Redoubt Elementary – 
Library; Seward Elementary – SWHS music room; Seward Middle School – SWHS music room; 
Seward High School – music room; Skyview Middle School – Staff lounge; Soldotna 
Elementary – Library; Soldotna High School – Room 24; Soldotna Prep – Library; Sterling 
Elementary – Room 161A; Susan B. English – Commons area; Tebughna – Room 1; 
Tustumena Elementary – Multipurpose room; Voznesenka – Library; and West Homer 
Elementary – HMS library. 
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“Our yearly budget is one of the most important things we do each year,” said Dave Jones, assistant 
superintendent of instructional support. “As such, we like to give our students, parents, staff, and 
community members a chance to participate and offer input. The meeting on October 9, will be the first 
step in the process to develop the FY16 budget and we hope to see a large turnout at all our schools 
across the district.” 
 
Participant input will be synthesized and presented to the KPBSD school board during a work session on 
October 21, 2014. 
 
Link 
KPBSD Finance Department  
 

### 
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KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

NEWS RELEASE 
KPBSD observes international FASD Awareness Day  

Soldotna, September 5, 2014— Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) does affect 
KPBSD students, and September 9, 2014, marks international FASD awareness day. 
The KPBSD, together with our board of education, community agencies, and families 
recognize the challenges of FASD. We are working with and supporting our students 
and families, providing FASD education, awareness, and parent support groups. 
 
Public awareness 
Learn about the danger of drinking alcohol during pregnancy and the plight of individuals and 
families who struggle with the impact of FASD challenges. 
 
KPBSD focus 
“Our goal is to understand and support our students with FASD and other brain based 
differences, provide support for their families, and hopefully create enough awareness about 
FASD that we significantly alter the number of future students impacted with FASD,” said 
Clayton Holland, director of pupil services. “We don’t believe that the Kenai Peninsula has a 
higher rate of FASD impacted students than any other region of the state, but we do believe we 
have the chance to positively impact the lives of everyone on the Kenai Peninsula through our 
work with FASD.”  
 
Deb Evensen, FASD expert, said, “I am honored to be assisting KPBSD as they work toward 
their goal of more effectively supporting students with FASD, in every grade level and in every 
program. This work is a bold step forward for KPBSD, and also Anchorage School District (ASD), 
who are leading the way as two school districts to address this challenge. As we improve our 
understanding and support for those now living with FASD, we nurture the growing public 
awareness of what causes this disability, and help create the path to a future where FASD no 
longer exists.” 
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“FASD Awareness Day should be a time for all of us at KPBSD to consider the effects of this 
disorder and to learn how we can better support our students who have this disability,” said Dr. 
Steve Atwater, superintendent. 
 
Six FASD projects in the KPBSD 

 Beginning, intermediate, and advanced training on FASD available to all educators 
throughout the district 

 Specific on-site consultations and assistance in the classroom regarding specific students 
 A creative cadre of master teachers who work to solve problems and create solutions for 

more positive outcomes 
 Completion and debut of a teacher-training DVD on positive strategies 
 A friendly parent support group for caregivers of children with a FASD diagnosis 
 Work with health teachers to provide FASD information and awareness for all students 

 
KPBSD parent education and support meetings 
Six times throughout the 2014-2015 school year, an evening is scheduled for KPBSD parents to 
meet. The first gathering is September 26, 2014, from 5:30-8:00 p.m., in the library at 
Soldotna Elementary School. We’ve learned that our parents experience relief and 
appreciation to be able to talk with each other in a group facilitated by an FASD expert. Call 
907-714-8881 for additional details. 
 
Frontier Community Services (FCS) offers a developmental clinic that provides FASD diagnosis, 
and also addresses behavioral challenges, emotional trauma, developmental disabilities, and 
learning issues. The FCS program provides education on FASD in the community, throughout the 
state, and houses a FASD resource library. Individuals or families with questions about FASD can 
call Vickie Tinker, coordinator, Frontier Community Services Developmental Clinic and FASD 
Program, at 907-714-6648. 
 
Links 
FASD Awareness Day 
Frontier Community Services 
KPBSD Pupil Services 

### 

 

 

GI Pkt Page 65

http://www.fasday.com/
http://www.fcsonline.org/services_fetal.html
http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/departments.aspx?id=42


KPBSD: ONE DISTRICT, FORTY-FOUR DIVERSE SCHOOLS 
The mission of the Kenai Peninsula Borough School District is to develop productive, responsible citizens  

who are prepared to be successful in a dynamic world. 
ANCHOR POINT  COOPER LANDING  HOMER  HOPE  KACHEMAK SELO  KENAI  MOOSE PASS  NANWALEK  NIKISKI  NIKOLAEVSK  NINILCHIK  PORT 

GRAHAM  RAZDOLNA  SELDOVIA  SEWARD  SOLDOTNA  STERLING  TUSTUMENA  TYONEK  VOZNESENKA 

FOR RELEASE SEPTEMBER 17, 2014  1 OF 1
  

 

PEGGE ERKENEFF 
Communications Specialist 
907.714.8888 
Fax 907.262.5857 
148 N. Binkley Street  
Soldotna, Alaska, 99669 

e: Pegge@KPBSD.org  
Facebook: KPBSD 
Twitter: @KPBSD   
www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us  

KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

NEWS RELEASE 
Earthquake Drill 10/16 at 10:16 a.m. 

Soldotna, September 17, 2014—Schools in the Kenai Peninsula Borough School 
District will participate in the Great Alaska ShakeOut “Drop, Cover, and Hold On” 
earthquake drill on Thursday, October 16, 2014, at 10:16 a.m.  
  
KPBSD students and staff join more than 66,000 Alaskans who already 
registered to participate. Dave Jones, assistant superintendent of instructional 
support, said, “We need to be prepared for incidents we hope never 
happen, but if they do, we can minimize the danger to our students, staff, and 
community.”  
  
Earthquake preparation and the proper “Drop, Cover, and Hold On” 
technique is valuable safety education for our students and employees.  We 
will also practice a radio check-in to the district office from each of our 
schools following this earthquake drill.  
  
Alaska schools, families, and businesses are encouraged to participate.  

 
 
 
 

 
Resources, including audio clips for the drill, are available online at:  

http://www.shakeout.org/alaska/   

• Great Alaska ShakeOut 2014  

• Resources: Information, posters, and more online at Alaska ShakeOut  
  

###  
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KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

NEWS RELEASE 
Project SEARCH open house is September 29, 2014 

Soldotna, September 26, 2014—What takes place when a school district and hospital 
collaborate to create a business-led, one-year, school-to-work program for students 
with disabilities? Join KPBSD and Central Peninsula Hospital for the third annual 
Project SEARCH High School Transition Program open house and find out about a 
life-changing opportunity happening in our community. 
 

Monday, September 29, 2014 
5:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

Denali Room, Central Peninsula Hospital, Soldotna, Alaska 
 

Families, educators, partner organizations, and community members are invited 

 Meet three student interns who will showcase learning from their respective internship 
rotations 

 Talk with the teacher and job coach 

 Meet the hospital job mentors 

 Presentation of a national Project SEARCH award based on employment outcomes, by 
Patrick Reinhart, director of public policy, Governor's Council on Disabilities and Special 
Education 

 Light refreshments will be served 
 
Dr. Steve Atwater, KPBSD superintendent said, “One of our on-going challenges is to ensure 
that our students with disabilities make a smooth transition to life after high school. Project 
SEARCH is thus, a wonderful way to help us meet this challenge.” 
 
The Project SEARCH High School Transition Program is a total workplace immersion, facilitating a 
seamless combination of classroom instruction, career exploration, and relevant job-skills training 
through strategically designed internships. Through a series of three targeted internships the students 
acquire competitive, marketable, and transferable skills. Students also build communication, teamwork 
and problem-solving skills which is important to their overall development as a young worker. The goal: 
independent adults prepared for competitive employment opportunities.  
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Kenai Peninsula Project SEARCH is made possible through the collaborative efforts of Project SEARCH 
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital, Central Peninsula Hospital, Kenai Peninsula Borough School District, the 
Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, and 
Frontier Community Services. 
 
Links 
Project SEARCH 
2014 Golden Apple Award: Central Peninsula Project SEARCH program 
2013 KPBSD Project SEARCH story 
2012 KPBSD Project SEARCH story 

 
### 
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KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

NEWS RELEASE 
School board makes next move for district leadership 

Soldotna, September 9, 2014—During the KPBSD Board of Education meeting on 
Monday, September 8, 2014, in Homer, Alaska, board member Navarre moved that 
the school board authorize the board president to offer Mr. Sean Dusek the position 
of interim superintendent, and negotiate the terms of said employment. Board 
member Hohl seconded. 

“The KPBSD school board is proud and happy 
to be offering the position of interim 
superintendent to Mr. Sean Dusek,” said Joe 
Arness, board president. “We consider 
ourselves fortunate, indeed, to have someone 
with his credentials and abilities already on 
staff and ready to assume the leadership of 
our district during this transition process. 
Decisions regarding timing and scope relative 
to a permanent search will now be made in the 
absence of at least some of the time 
pressures.” 

Mr. Dusek, the current KPBSD assistant 
superintendent of instruction, said, “I am honored to be offered the position of interim 
superintendent of our district. I look forward to meeting with President Arness to discuss the 
terms of the offer.” 
 
Next steps  

 The school board president and Mr. Dusek will meet 

 The school board would take action at an upcoming board meeting to approve an interim 
superintendent contract for the remainder of the 2014-2015 fiscal year, effective 
December 1, 2014 
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 By January 2015, the school board will determine the scope and timing of next steps to hire 
a superintendent for the 2015-2016 school year and beyond 

 Further updates will be shared with staff and the public as decisions are made 

Links 

KPBSD website: Assistant superintendent of instruction Dusek 
August 4, 2014: Superintendent Atwater announces his resignation  
 

### 

GI Pkt Page 70

http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/departments.aspx?id=268
http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/Workarea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=31322


http://www.kpbsd.k12.ak.us/










 

  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

September 22, 2014 

 

Grant Addresses Mental Health of Students 
 

JUNEAU -- The Alaska Department of Education & Early Development has been 

awarded a $9.1 million grant to improve school safety by addressing mental health issues 

in school-aged youth through Alaska’s Project AWARE. 

 

The five-year federal award, funded through the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 

Service Administration, will provide $1.8 million annually for districtwide Youth Mental 

Health First Aid training in Anchorage, Mat-Su, and Kenai, and targeted mental health 

resources to the following alternative schools in those districts: Burchell High School, 

Valley Pathways, Mat-Su Central School, Avail School, Crossroads School, Benson 

Secondary/S.E.A.R.C.H., S.A.V.E. High School, Kenai Alternative High School, and 

Homer Flex School. 

  

Through local and state partnerships, the grant will build schools’ capacity to address 

mental health in a more coordinated and integrated fashion; provide training for early 

detection and response to mental health issues; connect youth and families with mental 

health services; and implement effective ways to promote behavioral health and prevent 

mental illness. 

 

“Alaska’s Project AWARE, by combining enhanced mental health services in alternative 

schools with training across three of Alaska’s largest school districts, will raise mental 

health awareness and mental health referrals in those communities and provide more 

mental health services to at-risk youth,” said Todd Brocious, education specialist at the 

Department of Education & Early Development . 

 

For further information, contact: 

Todd Brocious, 907-465-2887, Todd.Brocious@alaska.gov 

 

### 
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